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In  Austin ,  Texas 

Voters  Reject 
Anti-Gay  Law 


Scot  I  Van  Osdol 


Open-minded  and  fair  people”:  Members  of  Citizens  for  a  United  Austin  celebrate  their  victory.  Janna 
Zumbrun  (second  from  right)  acted  as  director  of  the  campaign  against  the  anti-gay  initiative. 


By  Tony  Paschall 

AUSTIN,  TX  —  The  City 
Council  here  is  expected  to  move 
swiftly  to  extend  the  city’s  fair 
housing  ordinance  to  insure  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  equal  access  to 
housing  after  voters  rejected  last 
week  by  a  margin  of  15,000  votes 
an  amendment  that  would  have  le¬ 
galized  housing  discrimination 
against  tenants  and  home  buyers 
on  the  basis  of  their  sexual  orien¬ 
tation. 

Robb  Southerland,  spokesper¬ 
son  for  Citizens  for  a  United  Aus¬ 
tin  (CUA),  which  led  the  cam¬ 
paign  against  the  discrimination 
ordinance,  said  last  week’s  vote 
“sent  a  message  to  the  rest  of  the 
country  that  [Austin]  is  made  up 
of  open-minded  and  fair  people.” 

About  27  percent  of  the  city’s 
electorate  cast  ballots  on  January 
16  on  a  fundamentalist-drafted 


By  Mark  A.  Perigard 

LINCOLN,  NE  —  The  City 
Council  here  decided  on  January 
1 1  that  it  does  not  have  the  author¬ 
ity  to  add  lesbians  and  gay  men  to 
those  protected  by  the  existing  hu¬ 
man  rights  ordinance  and  has  in¬ 
stead  opted  to  put  the  question 
before  the  voters,  based  on  the 
advice  of  the  Lincoln  city  attor¬ 
ney. 

The  city  attorney’s  office  issued 
an  opinion  several  weeks  ago  (See 
GCN,  Vol.9,  No.  21)  stating  that 
changing  the  current  city  ordi¬ 
nance,  which  prohibits  discrimin¬ 
ation  in  housing,  employment  and 
public  accommodations  on  the 
basis  of  sex,  race  and  religion, 
would  require  state  legislative  ac¬ 
tion  or  a  city  charter  amend¬ 
ment,  which  could  only  be  accom¬ 
plished  through  a  public  vote. 

While  the  opinion  has  no  legal 
force,  the  City  Council  decided 
during  a  pre-agenda  meeting  to 


amendment  to  the  fair  housing 
ordinance  which  read,  “It  shall 
not  be  unlawful  to  deny  housing 
on  the  basis  of  sexual 
orientation.” 

More  than  36,000  votes  or  63 
percent,  were  cast  against  the 
measure  and  21,000  were  cast  for 
it.  The  voter  turnout  and  margin 
uf  defeat  were  larger  than  most 
ballot  watchers  had  expected. 

The  Austin  Citizens  for 
Decency  (ACD)  mounted  a  suc¬ 
cessful  initiative  petition  drive  to 
place  the  amendment  before  the 
voters  after  a  council  majority 
indicated  last  summer  it  favored 
extending  fair  housing  protection 
to  gays  (see  GCN,  Vol.  9,  Nos.  7 
and  25). 

ACD  hoped  to  block  such  a 
move  by  the  Council  but  since  the 
measure’s  defeat  council  members 
have  said  they  will  proceed  with 


put  the  matter  before  the  public, 
rather  than  pass  the  amendment 
and  risk  a  possible  lawsuit. 

However,  there  are  some  in  the 
community  who  feel  the  City 
Council  is  stalling  on  the  issue  of 
lesbian  and  gay  rights,  especially  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  Council 
has  once  before,  in  1980,  amended 
the  city  human  rights  ordinance  to 
protect  those  on  public  assistance. 

According  to  City  Councilor 
Mike  Steinman,  “There  is  such 
hesitation  on  the  council  to  con¬ 
front  the  issue.  Right  then  and 
there  at  the  meeting,  without  hear¬ 
ing  any  public  testimony,  they  de¬ 
cided  there  is  a  problem  of  dis¬ 
crimination  but  that  the  matter 
should  be  put  to  a  popular  vote. 
They  are  passing  the  buck.” 

Steinman  had  argued  at  that 
council  meeting  that  they  should 
hold  a  public  meeting  before 
deciding  that  they  did  not  have  the 
power  to  amend  the  ordinance, 


plans  to  add  protective  amend¬ 
ments  to  the  ordinance.  If  the 
ACD  proposal  had  passed,  it 
would  have  been  the  first  munic- 


but  he  was  outvoted. 

Sheryl  Long  of  the  Lincoln  Coa¬ 
lition  for  Gay  and  Lesbian  Civil 
Rights  (LCGLCR)  was  optim¬ 
istic  about  the  decision.  “In  the 
long  run,  this  would  have  prob¬ 
ably  happened  anyway,”  she  said. 
“If  the  City  Council  had  enacted 
the  amendment,  anti-gay  forces 
probably  would  have  mustered  up 
enough  strength  to  get  a  refer¬ 
endum  question  asking  for  re¬ 
peal.” 

There  is  some  concern  as  to 
when  and  in  what  form  the  lan¬ 
guage  will  appear  before  the 
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ipal  law  in  the  country  specifically 
to  legalize  discrimination  in  the 
housing  market  on  the  basis  of 
sexual  orientation. 

CUA  built  a  broad  -based  coali¬ 
tion  with  support  from  all  seg¬ 
ments  of  the  community.  Days  be¬ 
fore  the  election,  a  group  of  18 
elected  officials,  including  two 
state  representatives,  the  county 
sheriff,  county  attorney  and 
county  judge,  issued  a  statement 
which  read,  “When  each  of  us 
took  the  oath  of  office  for  an 
elected  position,  we  promised  to 
‘preserve,  protect  and  defend  the 
Constitution  and  laws  of  the 
United  States’  ...  A  basic  prin¬ 
ciple  of  our  form  of  government  is 
the  prohibition  of  unreasonable 
discrimination  directed  at  min¬ 
ority  citizens  in  our  society.” 

Saying  the  issue  “challenged  the 
soul  of  our  legal  system,”  they 
urged  voters  to  reject  the  ACD 
proposal.  Janna  Zumbrun,  cam¬ 
paign  director  for  CUA,  said  the 


group  has  officially  disbanded  but 
now  faces  the  task  of  paying  off 
close  to  $15,000  in  campaign 
debts. 

Meanwhile,  Dr.  Steven  Hotze, 
ACD  organizer,  said  his  group 
will  continue  to  work  to  maintain 
what  he  called  “the  moral  climate 
of  Austin.” 

Zumbrun  said  she  will  be  inves¬ 
tigating  ways  to  protest  Hotze’s 
use  of  the  CBS-TV  special  “Gay 
Power,  Gay  Politics”  in  the 
campaign.  Tom  Burrows,  for¬ 
merly  with  the  National  Gay  Task 
Force  (NGTF),  who  led  the  NGTF 
protest  against  the  special  which 
resulted  in  a  National  News 
Council  censure  of  CBS,  said  the 
Task  Force  is  no  longer  actively 
working  on  the  CBS  special  pro¬ 
ject. 

Donations  to  help  CUA  pay 
debts  incurred  during  the  cam¬ 
paign  may  be  sent  to  Citizens  for  a 
United  Austin,  P.O.  Box  3301, 
Austin,  TX  78764. 


NY  Cops  Arrest  Suspect 
In  Murders  of  Gay  Men 


Voters  Will  Decide  Fate 
of  Lincoln  Gay  Rights  Law 


Activists  Arrested 


By  Larry  Goldsmith 

BOSTON  —  Police  here 
have  arrested  two  men  and 
charged  them  with  “indecent 
assault  and  battery  on  a  child 
under  the  age  of  fourteen 
years,”  but  both  men  have 
emphatically  denied  the 
charges. 

Tom  Reeves,  a  longtime  ac¬ 
tivist  with  the  North  American 
Man/Boy  Love  Association 
(NAMBLA),  and  Michael 
Thompson,  a  photographer 
who  contributes  to  GCN  and 
Fag  Rag,  were  arrested  shortly 
before  midnight  on  January 
19.  Both  men  were  freed  on 
$100  cash  bail  pending  an 
arraignment  hearing  the  fol¬ 
lowing  day.  Judge  Paul  King 
of  the  Dorchester  Municipal 
Court  issued  default  warrants 
for  the  men  after  neither 
defendant  was  present  at  the 
hearing. 

Reeves  was  reportedly  ar¬ 
rested  after  police  interrogated 
a  15-year-old  boy.  When 
Thompson,  who  shares  a  house 
with  Reeves,  arrived  with  bail 


money,  he  too  was  arrested.  A 
third  party  later  brought 
money  and  both  men  were 
released. 

Boston  attorney  Richard 
Iandoli,  who  represents  Reeves 
and  Thompson,  told  GCN  that 
his  clients  are  completely 
innocent  of  the  charges.  “They 
both  absolutely  deny  .  .  .  that 
they  ever  had  any  sexual 
contact  with  this  boy  what¬ 
soever,”  Iandoli  said. 

While  the  men  were  in  custody, 
police  obtained  a  search  war¬ 
rant  and  broke  into  their 
house.  A  source  said  the  lock 
on  the  front  door  had  been 
broken  and  the  house  was  ran¬ 
sacked. 

Iandoli  told  GCN  that  the 
arrests  did  not  appear  to  stem 
from  any  larger  investigation. 
“At  this  stage  there  are  no  alle¬ 
gations  about  any  other  men  at 
all,”  he  said.  The  arrests  were 
made  by  officers  from  the  Bos¬ 
ton  Police  Department.  At  the 
present  time  it  appears  that  no 
other  law  enforcement  agencies 
are  involved. 


By  Bob  Nelson 

NEW  YORK  —  A  suspect  has 
been  arrested  in  the  murders  of 
five  men,  at  least  two  of  them  gay, 
and  a  lesbian  that  occurred  in  the 
recent  holiday  season  in  New 
York. 

David  Bullock,  a  21 -year-old 
man  who  admits  having  been  a 
hustler,  was  arrested  on  January 
14.  The  latest  development  in  the 
case  is  the  indictment  of  Bullock 
on  January  20  on  six  counts  of  pre¬ 
meditated  homicide  and  one 
count  of  possession  of  an  illegal 
firearm.  The  case  is  to  be  tried  in 
the  Supreme  Court  of  New  York, 
Criminal  Division,  but  no  date  has 
been  set. 

Bullock  was  initially  booked  on 
a  charge  involving  only  Edwina 
Atkins,  a  23-year-old  friend  of  his 
who  is  believed  to  have  been  a 
prostitute.  Police  say  she  was 
found  on  December  4  in  her  Har¬ 
lem  apartment,  lying  on  her  bed 
with  head  wounds  from  a  .38 
caliber  handgun.  But  wounds  to 
the  face  or  head  suffered  from  a 
.38  caliber  gun  or  sawed-off 
shotgun  turned  out  to  be  a 
common  element  in  several  other 
murders,  leading  officials  in  the 
Manhattan  District  Attorney’s 
office  to  charge  Bullock  with  the 
murders  of  the  five  men.  One  of 


these  was  Bullock’s  roommate, 
whose  body  has  not  yet  been 
found. 

On  December  5,  the  body  of 
James  Weber,  a  42-year-old  actor 
with  the  Light  Opera  of  Manhat- 
ten,  was  found  in  Central  Park 
near  West  108th  Street,  according 
to  the  New  York  Times.  Weber 
had  appeared  on  the  evening  of 
December  4  in  Victor  Herbert’s 
“Babes  in  Toyland”  at  the  East 
74th  Street  Playhouse,  presumably 
only  hours  before  his  murder.  The 
Times  notes  that  Weber  “had  been 
shot  in  the  head  and  his  trousers 
pulled  down  around  his  knees.” 
However,  Lieutenant  Thomas 
Power,  chief  of  the  special  task 
force  set  up  to  investigate  the  hom¬ 
icides,  told  GCN  that  this  was 
possibly  a  ruse  to  confound  invest¬ 
igators.  There  was  no  evidence 
that  Weber  had  had  sex  immedi¬ 
ately  before  his  death. 

Police  found  the  body  of  Ste¬ 
phen  G.  Hassell  in  his  apartment 
in  the  South  Street  Seaport  neigh¬ 
borhood  of  Manhatten  on  Dec¬ 
ember  15.  Hassel,  29  years  old, 
was  an  investment  banker  with  his 
own  firm.  Hassell  had  also  been 
shot  in  the  face.  The  Times  reports 
that  his  apartment  was  in  disarray 
but  that  “there  were  no  signs  of 
forced  entry.” 


The  next  body  to  be  found  in 
what  Power  calls  “these  most  of¬ 
fensive  homicides”  was  that  of 
Heriberto  Morales,  aged  50,  in 
Upper  Manhatten.  Morales  was 
apparently  shot  and  his  apartment 
then  set  on  fire. 

Police  believe  Michael  Winley, 
Bullock’s  roommate,  was  the  mur¬ 
derer’s  penultimate  victim.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  police  recon¬ 
struction  of  the  events,  Winley 
would  have  been  killed  on  Dec¬ 
ember  23  in  the  apartment  he  and 
Winley  shared  on  Madison  Ave¬ 
nue.  The  body  would  then  have 
been  dumped  in  the  HarlemRiver. 

Finally,  police  also  suspect  Bul¬ 
lock  in  the  fatal  shooting  of  Erich 
M.  Fuller,  28,  which  occurred  on 
January  4  during  a  robbery  at¬ 
tempt  in  Mount  Morris  Park. 

“Our  deceased  were  mostly  ho¬ 
mosexual,  and  the  motive  was  rob¬ 
bery  in  most  cases,  we  think, 
though  that  will  require  more  in¬ 
vestigation,”  said  Power.  “Bul¬ 
lock  was  a  frequenter  of  42nd 
Street,  a  street  guy,  a  male  pros¬ 
titute.  We  asked  around  in  some  of 
the  bars  down  in  the  Village,  where 
we  have  fairly  good  rapport.  Some 
of  the  deceased  might  have  been 
seen  down  there.” 
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News  Notes 


quote  of  the  week 

“Finally — finally  some  limits  have  been  set  on 
your  extremist  attempt  to  usurp  the  First  Amendment 
freedoms  which  guarantee  the  oppressed  people  in 
this  country  a  fighting  chance  to  live,  to  dream,  and 
above  all,  to  resist  a  society  of  strait-jacket 
conformity  built  on  the  second-class  status  of 
women,  minorities,  workers,  and  lesbians  and  gay 
men.” 

—John  Mehring,  founder  of  the  Gay  Activist 
Alliance  (GAA)  at  Oklahoma  University  and  presently 
a  resident  of  San  Francisco,  in  a  mailgram  to 
university  regents  after  the  state  Supreme  Court  ruled 
that  the  university  must  grant  campus  status  to  GAA 
(see  GCN,  Vol.  9,  No.  25). 


waltzing  to  freedom 

VIENNA,  Austria  —  The  Austrian  Press  Agency 
reports  that  two  men  interrupted  the  New  Year’s 
concert  traditionally  given  here  by  the  Vienna 
Philharmonic  by  jumping  to  the  stage,  demanding 
“freedom  for  gays”  and  beginning  to  take  their 
clothes  off. 


an  important  step 

JERUSALEM,  Israel  —  A  new  law  in  effect  in 
Israel  since  January  1  prohibits  discrimination  in 
hiring  and  advertising  for  jobs  on  the  basis  of  sexual 
or  marital  or  parental  status,  the  New  York  Times 
reports. 

Under  the  law,  an  employer  who  refuses  to  hire  a 
qualified  woman  can  be  jailed  for  up  to  six  months  or 
fined  the  equivalent  of  $300.  Placing  a  discriminatory 
ad  in  a  newspaper  is  punishable  by  a  fine  of  about 
$130. 

Nitza  Shapira-Libai,  advisor  to  the  prime  minister 
on  the  status  of  women,  called  the  new  law  an  impor¬ 
tant  first  step  but  pointed  out  that  it  offers  no  protec¬ 
tion  against  discrimination  in  firings,  promotions  and 
retirement  and  does  not  effect  some  minority  groups, 
including  Israeli  Arabs. 

Since  jobs  related  to  security  are  not  covered  by 
the  law,  women  conscripts  can  still  be  assigned  to 
clerical  duties  in  the  military,  a  common  occurrence 
often  criticized  in  the  past. 


two  more 

WASHINGTON  —  The  national  lesbian  and  gay 
civil  rights  bill  (HR  1454)  has  gained  two  additonal  co¬ 
sponsors. 

Gay  Rights  National  Lobby  (GRNL)  has 
announced  that  Representatives  Norm  Dicks  (D-WA) 
of  Tacoma  and  Leon  Panetta  (D-CA)  of  San  Luis 
Obispo  agreed  to  join  the  49  other  members  of 
Congress  already  co-sponsoring  the  bill. 

According  to  GRNL,  Dicks’  support  was 
unexpected,  since  he  has  voted  twice  for  the  anti-gay 
McDonald  amendment  and  against  a  sex-law  reform 
package  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Panetta  has  co-sponsored  the  bill  previously  and 
agreed  to  do  so  again  after  meeting  with  lobbyists. 

GRNL  attributes  its  success  in  finding  the  two 
co-sponsors  to  the  efforts  of  Kerry  Woodward, 
GRNL’s  West  Coast  Regional  Director. 

“I  wish  GRNL  had  the  money  to  set  up  regional 
offices  in  other  areas,”  Woodward  said.  “It  made  a 
real  difference  for  me  to  be  able  to  visit  Panetta’s  and 
Dicks’  districts  and  maintain  communications  with 
constituents  there.  There  are  places  like  Tacoma  and 
San  Luis  Obispo  all  over  the  country.” 


forum 

BOSTON  —  An  open  forum  on  Women’s  Libera¬ 
tion  and  Women’s  Survival  will  be  held  here  on  Friday, 
January  29. 

Organized  by  an  ad  hoc  coalition  of  Boston-area 
feminists,  the  forum  will  include  a  speak-out  by 
women  working  with  various  organizations  giving 
personal  perspectives  on  the  issue.  Most  of  the 
evening  will  be  devoted  to  facilitated,  small-group 
discussions. 

There  will  be  music  by  Betsy  Rose  and  refresh¬ 
ments  will  be  served. 

The  location  is  wheelchair  accessible.  Childcare 
will  be  provided  and  the  event  will  be  signed  for  the 
hearing  impaired  and  translated  into  Spanish. 

A  one-dollar  donation  is  suggested. 

The  forum  will  be  held  from  7:30  to  10:00  p.m.  at 
the  Agassiz  Community  School,  20  Child  Street  in 
Jamaica  Plain  on  the  Arborway  bus  line. 


the  same  guy 

CHICAGO  —  Police  here  believe  that  the  man 
who  used  knockout  drugs  to  rob  three  gay  men  in  San 
Francisco  over  the  holidays  is  the  same  man  who 
used  similar  methods  to  rob  at  least  ten  gay  men  in 
Chicago  last  year. 

Chicago  GayLife  reports  that  police  investigat¬ 
ing  the  robberies  in  both  cities  have  been  in  constant 
contact  by  telephone  since  gay  men  who  had  read 
newspaper  accounts  in  both  places  pointed  out  the 
similarities.  Reports  of  the  robberies  had  been  pub¬ 
lished  in  GayLife ,  the  Advocate  and  teh  Bay  Area 
Reporter  of  San  Francisco. 

“In  my  own  mind,  I’m  fairly  convinced  it’s  the 
same  guy  you  had  working  back  there,”  San  Francisco 
Police  Inspector  Sam  Hamilton  told  GayLife. 

“We  would  bet  it’s  the  same  guy,”  said  Detective 
Robert  Pestelle  of  the  Chicago  Police  Department. 

“The  healthy  thing  about  this,”  commented  Paul 
Lorch,  editor  of  the  Bay  Area  Reporter,  “is  that  we're 
half  a  continent  apart  but  the  gay  network  is  faster 
and  more  effective  than  one  might  think.” 


for  you 

BERLIN,  East  Germany  —  Discrimination 
against  homosexuals  in  East  Germany  has  recently 
been  condemned  by  the  East  Berlin  newspaper  Fur 
Dich  (For  You). 

According  to  the  Swiss  gay  monthly  Kontiki,  the 
East  German  paper  called  for  an  end  to  prejudices  and 
antipathy  against  homosexuals,  to  be  replaced  by  “a 
scientifically  grounded  attitude.”  The  paper  added 
that  homosexuality  is  neither  immoral  nor  a  sickness, 
and  that  homosexuals  should  be  allowed  the  same 
“love,  sexuality,  and  partnership”  taken  for  granted  by 
heterosexuals. 

Help  for  homosexuals,  according  to  Fur  Dich, 
could  best  be  given  in  the  form  of  acceptance  and 
respect  as  equal  citizens,  for  such  an  attitude  would 
also  be  in  the  collective  interest  of  the  country. 


a  somewhat  ordinary  phenomenon 

ATHENS,  Greece  —  A  bill  now  being  considered 
by  the  Greek  Socialist  government  would  abolish  jail 
sentences  for  adultery,  the  New  York  Times  reports. 

The  bill,  which  is  part  of  a  drive  to  revise  the 
country’s  family  law  and  penal  code,  is  opposed  by 
conservative  legislators  and  bishops  of  the  Greek 
Orthodox  Church,  who  warn  that  passage  of  the  bill 
might  result  in  disruption  of  traditional  family 
patterns. 

Present  Greek  law  punishes  adultery  with  up  to  a 
year  in  prison  and  forbids  remarriage  for  any  person 
convicted  of  the  offense. 

“Existing  laws  are  outdated  when  compared  to 
social  realities,”  said  Minister  of  Justice  Stathis 
Alexandris,  “since  for  some  time  now  the  offense  has 
been  accepted  as  a  somewhat  ordinary  phenomenon, 
not  deserving  such  strict  punishment.  Not  even 
stoning  people  to  death  has  prevented  adultery.” 

The  adultery  measure  is  included  in  a  broader  bill 
which  would  also  establish  civil  marriage  and  end  the 
church’s  monopoly  of  marriage  ceremonies. 

The  Athens  Bar  Association  called  the  proposed 
changes  “a  major  step  forward  in  the  country’s  social 
evolution.” 


race,  class 

SALEM,  MA  —  The  New  England  Women’s 
Studies  Association  has  announced  that  it  is  seeking 
presentations  for  its  Sixth  Annual  Conference,  which 
will  be  held  April  16  and  17. 

Proposals  should  focus  on  the  themes  of  race 
and  class.  The  Association  suggests  as  topics:  Native 
Americans  and  White  Women;  the  Women’s  Move¬ 
ment  and  Women  of  Color;  Race  and  Class  in  a 
Feminist  Classroom;  Perspectives  on  Asian  Women; 
Lesbians  of  Color;  Creating  Institutional  Responses 
to  Race  and  Class;  Consciousness  Raising  in  the 
Classroom,  Kindergarten  through  Graduate  School; 
Occupational  Segregation  among  Women;  Women 
and  Ethnicity;  Developing  a  Multi-Cultural  Non- 
Classist  Curriculum  for  Young  Children  and  other 
related  topics. 

The  deadline  for  proposals  is  February  15.  Send  a 
250-word  description  of  the  presentation  and  a 
50-word  catalogue  description  to  Joan  Maloney, 
Women’s  Studies,  Salem  State  College,  Salem,  MA 
01970. 

For  further  information,  contact  Patricia  A. 
Gozemba  or  Alice  M.  Stadthaus,  Women’s  Studies, 
Salem  State  College,  Salem,  MA  01970.  They  can  be 
reached  by  telephone  at  (617)  745-0556. 


don’t  want  to  hear  it 

WASHINGTON  —  The  U.S.  Supreme  Court 
refused  on  January  18  to  hear  a  challenge  to  a  Florida 
law  prohibiting  the  use  of  minors  in  erotic  films,  the 
Boston  Globe  reports. 

The  Court  is  expected  to  rule  soon  in  the  case  of 
a  similar  New  York  Statute  whether  such  laws  violate 
the  freedom  of  expression  because  they  prohibit 
erotic  material  depicting  minors  without  a  court  ruling 
of  obscenity. 


flawed  solidarity 

WASHINGTON  —  A  specialist  in  Eastern 
European  affairs  told  participants  at  a  conference 
held  here  in  early  December  that  women  in  Solidarity, 
the  Polish  labor  union,  make  up  half  the  union’s 
membership  but  hold  few  positions  of  leadership. 

According  to  off  our  backs,  Barbara  Jancar  of  the 
State  University  of  New  York  said  at  the  Conference 
on  the  Status  of  Women  in  Eastern  Europe  that  only 
7.8  percent  of  the  delegates  to  the  Solidarity  national 
conference  last  summer  were  women,  approximately 
the  same  percentage  of  women  that  participated  in 
the  Communist  Party  Central  Committee  Congress. 

Jancar  said  that  Anna  Walentynowicz,  whose  dis¬ 
missal  from  her  job  for  political  activism  helped  spark 
the  1980  Gdansk  strike  that  brought  prominence  to 
Solidarity,  was  not  able  to  be  elected  to  the  national 
conference. 

Only  one  member  of  Solidarity’s  national  council 
is  a  woman,  Jancar  said. 

An  editorial  note  in  off  our  backs  points  out  that 
the  conference  took  place  before  martial  law  was 
imposed  on  Poland  in  order  to  destroy  the  union  and 
that  the  criticism  of  the  union  the  paper  reports  is 
“not  meant  to  reflect  a  lack  of  sympathy  for 
Solidarity.” 


unappealing  regents 

NORMAN,  OK  —  The  board  of  regents  of  the 
University  of  Oklahoma  has  voted  not  to  appeal  a 
recent  state  Supreme  Court  decision  ordering 
campus  recognition  for  the  Gay  Activist  Alliance 
(GAA). 

The  December  22  ruling  ended  a  legal  battle 
which  began  in  1976  when  GAA  first  applied  for 
campus  status  (see  GCN,  Vol.  9,  No.  25). 

GAA  president  Steve  Keller  said  the  group  will 
begin  making  plans  immediately  for  its  first  semester 
of  campus  activity. 


experts  agree 

BONN,  West  Germany  —  A  study  recently  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  West  German  Department  of  Crimin¬ 
ology  tends  to  corroborate  a  claim  often  made  by 
defenders  of  transgenerational  relations,  that  sex 
between  minor  and  adult  males  is  less  harmful  to  the 
minor  than  the  legal  procedures  involved  in  prosecut¬ 
ing  the  adult  partner. 

Du  &  Ich  magazine  reports  that  in  the  cases 
studied  involving  homosexual  contact,  none  of  the 
male  “victims”  felt  that  any  damage  had  been  done 
and  a  series  of  tests  found  no  such  damage.  But  in  35 
percent  of  the  cases  damage  was  found  to  result  from 
contact  with  authorities  and  from  testifying  in  court. 

Psychologist  Michael  Baurman,  who  conducted 
the  study,  concluded  that  a  distinction  should  be 
made  between  exhibitionistic  activities,  consensual 
sexual  activities  and  violently  forced  activities. 

The  study  involved  8,058  “crimes”  committed  in 
the  state  of  Lower  Saxony  against  males  up  to  the  age 
of  52  and  females  up  to  20.  Ten  or  15  percent  of  the 
cases  involved  homosexuality,  of  which  almost  all 
were  consensual. 


art  work 

BANGOR,  ME  —  Plans  are  being  made  for  this 
spring’s  9th  Annual  Maine  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Symposium. 

To  be  held  in  this  city  in  late  March  or  early  April, 
Symposium  IX  will  also  include  the  2nd  Annual  New 
England  Conference  of  Lesbians  and  Gays. 

During  the  three-day  weekend  space  will  be  made 
available  for  displays  of  art  work.  A  call  is  being  made 
to  all  lesbian  and  gay  artists  in  New  England  to 
participate  in  this  regional  art  display  and  sale.  Two 
and  three-dimensional  works  of  art  in  any  medium  are 
welcome.  Space  for  displays  must  be  reserved  in 
advance.  The  closing  date  to  reserve  table  or  wall 
space  is  March  15. 

For  more  information,  write  Symposium/ 
Conference  2— Artists,  c/o  P.O.  Box  1117,  Caribou, 
ME  04736. 


News  Notes  edited  this  week  by  David  Morris. 
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Activists  Blast  Officials  for  Prison  Raid 


By  Jil  Clark 

FRAMINGHAM,  MA— “Re¬ 
gardless  of  the  final  outcome  of 
the  Framingham  Prison  raid,  the 
operation  was  an  outrageous  exer¬ 
cise  of  the  paramilitary  powers  of 
the  Governor,”  said  State  Senator 
Jack  Backman,  referring  to  what 
county  and  state  officials  allege 
was  a  search  for  evidence  of  drugs 
and  betting  at  Massachusetts  Cor¬ 
rectional  Institution  at  Fram¬ 
ingham. 

Two  hundred  thirty  state  police 
and  Department  of  Corrections 
(DOC)  personnel  descended  on  the 
prison  at  2  a.m.  on  January  6, 
enacting  the  latest  installment  of 
“Project  Upper  Crust,”  “the 
largest  co-ordinated  anti-crime  ef¬ 
fort  in  the  state’s  history,”  accord¬ 
ing  to  its  planners  from  the  DOC, 
the  state  police  and  the  Middlesex 
County  District  Attorney’s  office. 

At  a  press  conference  two  weeks 
later,  local  prisoners’  rights  ac¬ 
tivists  pointed  out  that  no  charges 
have  been  made  against  any  of  the 
prisoners  and  charged  that  offi¬ 
cials  used  the  raid  as  a 
“smokescreen”  behind  which  they 
are  implementing  “radical 
changes”  which  will  make 
unnecessarily  tight  security  at  the 
minimum  security  prison. 

Kip  Tiernan,  also  an  organizer 
of  the  press  conference,  said  that 
most  rehabilitation  programs  and 
the  incentives  to  participate  in 
them  have  been  eradicated  since 
the  raid. 

Ann  Lambert  Greenblatt  of  the 
Massachusetts  Correctional  Legal 
Services  announced  to  reporters 
that  nine  Framingham  inmates  are 
suing  state  and  county  officials  for 
a  total  of  $270,000  in  punitive  and 
compensatory  damages  related  to 
the  raid  and  the  manner  in  which  it 
was  executed. 

Named  in  the  suit,  which  was 
filed  in  federal  court  on  Janu¬ 
ary  20,  are  Michael  Fair,  Commis¬ 
sioner  of  Correction;  Terrance 
Holbrook,  Superintendent  of 
M.C.I.  Framingham;  William 
Hogan,  Jr.,  Secretary  of  Human 
Services;  George  Luciano,  Sec¬ 
retary  of  Public  Safety;  Peter 
Agnes,  Jr.,  Assistant  District  At¬ 
torney  for  Middlesex  County;  and 
230  unnamed  state  police  and  cor¬ 
rectional  officers. 

The  nine  plaintiffs  are  Karen 
Bonitz,  Cheryl  Carriveau,  Mary 
Connolly,  Sandra  D’Archangelo, 
Rosemary  Lauria,  Donna  Pitcher, 
Susan  Saxe,  Deborah  Sullivan  and 
Greer  Toney. 

Greenblatt  is  hoping  that  more 
women  interned  at  Framingham 
will  have  the  courage  to  join  the 
suit  but  said  she  realized  that  many 
will  be  deterred  by  the  risk  of 
retaliation  from  officials. 

Greenblatt.  described  the  expe¬ 
riences  of  the  170  women  living  at 
Framingham  at  the  time  of  the  raid 
as  “a  nightmare  come  true.” 

“Imagine  how  you  would  feel  if 
you  were  peacefully  sleeping  at 
2  o’clock  in  the  morning  and  mul¬ 
tiple  male  officers  in  riot  gear 
charged  into  your  room,  pulled  the 
covers  off,  hand-cuffed  you  from 
behind  and  filmed  the  whole  pro¬ 
cedure  while  they  marched  you 
down  the  hall  in  a  filmy  night 
gown  —  or  totally  nude  —  and 
passed  you  over  to  female  officers 
wearing  rubber  gloves  who  search 
you  in  a  relatively  private  area  of 
the  cottage.  Then  in  full  view  of 
everyone  you  are  allowed  to  put  on 
some  pants  and  are  escorted  by 
state  troopers  outside  to  stand  in 
the  freezing  cold.” 

Greenblatt  said  that  the  guards 
and  troopers  called  the  inmates 
“  ‘bitches’  and  other  derogatory 
terms  for  women.”  At  least  one 
officer  urinated  on  the  wall  of  an 
inmate’s  room. 

One  of  the  plaintiffs  in  the  suit 
told  Greenblatt  that  when  she  told 
police  during  the  seige  that  she  had 
to  use  the  lavatory  because  she  has 
a  kidney  problem,  she  was  told  to 
“go  here,”  and  that  she  did,  in  a 
room  crowded  with  male  police  of¬ 


ficers  and  guards  and  other  pri¬ 
soners. 

Tiernan  said,  “Many  of  the 
women  are  only  now  beginning  to 
feel  their  anger  about  what  hap¬ 
pened — and  their  fear.  Many  of 
them  are  afraid  to  go  to  bed  at 
night  and  are  sleeping  with  all  their 
clothes  on.” 


According  to  Assistant  D.A. 
Agnes,  they  came  in  search  of 
evidence  showing  that  an  unspe¬ 
cified  number  of  Framingham  in¬ 
mates  were  using  the  computer 
facility  to  run  a  drug  and  sports 
gambling  operation  in  five  states: 
Massachusetts,  New  York,  Maine, 
New  Hampshire,  and  Rhode 


of  “Con’puter  Systems,”  said 
Agnes.  He  added,  “It  will  take 
months,  to  determine  whether  the 
computers  themselves  were  used  to 
process  information  about  drug 
and  gaming  activities.” 

The  grand  jury  began  looking  at 
the  DA’s  evidence  last  week, 
Agnes  said,  but  no  charges  have 


Ellen  Shub 

Anne  Greenblatt  (left),  Mass.  Correctional  Legal  Change;  Kip  Tiernan  (center);  Priscilla  Howell  (right), 
Boston  Bail  Project. 


Greenblatt  said  that,  in  the  suit, 
the  court  is  asked  to  prohibit  all 
defendants  and  any  officials  in 
their  departments  from  editing  or 
viewing  the  video  tape  made  of  the 
raid  by  DOC  officials.  “The 
women  are  horrified  by  the 
thought  that  these  men  could  be 
sitting  around  watching  this  film 
of  them,”  she  said. 

Greenblatt  said  that  she  and  the 
other  attorneys  working  on  behalf 
of  the  inmates  are  trying  to  obtain 
the  video  tape  to  use  as  evidence 
against  the  defendants  in  the  suit. 

Tiernan  called  for  the  formation 
of  a  citizen  board  which  would 
review  conditions  and  policy 
changes  at  Framingham,  the  only 
women’s  institution  in  the  state. 
Similar  proposals  have  been  made 
and  turned  down  by  DOC  officials 
in  the  past. 

When  the  “emergency  condi¬ 
tions”  imposed  by  DOC  officials 
were  lifted  after  36  hours,  things 
were  not  the  same  at  Framingham. 

“Con’puter  Systems,”  a  soft¬ 
ware  business  owned  and  operated 
by  inmates  participating  in  the 
computer  training  program,  was 
defunct.  The  rehabilitation  pro¬ 
gram  had  won  national  recogni¬ 
tion,  including  a  citation  from 
President  Ronald  Reagan,  for  re¬ 
ducing  the  recidivism  rate  of 
participants  to  less  than  three 
percent — 67  percent  below  the  na¬ 
tional  average. 

The  34  male  inmates,  spirited 
away  in  the  pre-dawn  hours  of 
January  6,  were  residing  else¬ 
where.  Unlike  most  of  the  women 
at  Framingham,  the  men  were 
“longtermers”  with  no  hope  of 
parole  in  the  near  future,  the  in¬ 
mates  who  have  the  least  to  lose 
and  the  most  to  gain  by  fighting 
for  prison  reforms,  according  to 
Byrna  Aronson,  who  has  worked 
with  prisoners  at  Framingham. 

Gone  also  were  the  relatively 
relaxed  rules  about  receiving 
guests  and  packages. 

“In  effect  the  new  visiting  pro¬ 
cedure  does  everything  but  bar 
families  and  lawyers  from  visiting 
at  all,”  said  Tiernan. 

Tiernan  said  that  programs 
which  offered  sentence  reductions 
to  participants  have  been  elimi¬ 
nated. 

“There’s  no  more  ‘good  time’ 
for  therapy.  No  more  ‘good  time’ 
for  drug  programs,  no  more  ‘good 
time’  for  alcoholics  anonymous. 
However,  you  can  play  basketball 
under  the  supervision  of  an  officer 
and  you  can  mop  floors  as  your 
work  assignment  to  receive  ‘good 
time.’  Is  this  some  kind  of  sick 
joke?” 

What  brought  more  than  eleven 
score  police  troopers  and  guards  to 
Framingham  Prison  on  January  6? 


Island. 

Agnes,  who  has  been  in  charge 
of  the  investigation  since  its  incep¬ 
tion  last  April,  said  that  the  pre¬ 
liminary  investigation  had  also 
shown  that  the  inmates  involved  in 
“Con’-puter  Systems,”  a  partner¬ 
ship  owned  by  participants  in  the 
computer  training  program,  had 
“perpetrated  a  colossal  fraud  on 
the  Commonwealth  of  Massa¬ 
chusetts.” 

Agnes  added  that  inmates  had 
paid  “significant  amounts  of 
money”  for  computer-related  ser¬ 
vices  to  individuals  outside  the 
prison  who,  in  turn,  had  not  filed 
tax  forms  with  the  state  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Revenue. 

Business  records,  evidence  of 
drug  trafficking  and  gaming  slips 
were  confiscated  from  the  office 


been  filed  against  any  inmates  yet. 

Fair  said  that  no  prisoners  were 
forced  to  stand  around  undressed 
and  that  only  female  officers  per¬ 
formed  the  strip  searches,  al¬ 
though  male  officers  were  present. 

The  raid  was  video-taped  “to 
protect  the  officers  and  to  preserve 
the  proceedings  for  the  official 
record,”  Fair  said. 

The  34  men  living  at  Fram¬ 
ingham  at  the  time  of  the  raid  were 
packed  up  and  shipped  out  within 
45  mintues.  Around  4  a.m.,  a 
caravan  of  state  police  cruisers 
wisked  them  away  to  MCI  Nor¬ 
folk,  Southeastern  Correctional 
Center,  the  maximum  security 
prison  at  Walpole  and  other  state 
institutions. 

Fair  said  that  the  men  were 
moved  because  of  overcrowding  at 


the  institution. 

“The  only  reason  that  I  had  not 
moved  earlier  to  abolish  the  co-ed 
status  at  MCI  Framingham  is  that 
1  did  not  want  to  jeopardize  the  in¬ 
vestigation,”  he  told  reporters  at  a 
press  conference  on  January  7. 

Priscilla  Howell  of  the  Boston 
Bail  Fund  said  she  is  “outraged” 
that  the  men  were  not  forewarned 
of  the  move. 

Howell  is  one  of  many  pri¬ 
soners’  rights  activists  who  believe 
that  the  co-ordinators  of  the  raid 
acted  more  out  of  disdain  for 
prisoners  than  out  of  their  concern 
about  security  at  Framingham.  If 
there  was  a  drug  trafficking  and 
gambling  network  being  co¬ 
ordinated  from  the  office  of 
Con’puter  Systems,  she  said, 
investigating  officials  must  have 
“deliberately  let  it  get  to  be  a  full¬ 
blown  operation  so  that  they  could 
have  the  justification  for  destroy¬ 
ing  the  computer  training  pro¬ 
gram,  the  only  worthwhile 
rehabilitation  program  there.” 

Superintendent  Howell  added 
that  Holbrook  has  wanted  to 
eliminate  the  program  since  he  ar¬ 
rived  at  Framingham  Prison  18 
months  ago  because  “people  in  the 
computer  program  were. .  .proud 
of  their  work,  which  elevated  them 
above  all  the  petty,  dirty  shit  that’s 
done  in  prison  all  the  time.  It’s 
easier  to  control  prisoners  when 
they  are  scrapping  over  petty 
things.” 

Agnes  responded  that  the  inves¬ 
tigators  “did  not  bide  [their] 
time”  hoping  that  alleged  illegal 
activities  in  the  computer  room 
would  increase. 

“At  the  outset  of  the  investiga¬ 
tion,  we  were  faced  with  a  moun¬ 
tain  of  suspicion  and  a  thimbleful 
of  evidence. .  .It  was  necessary  to 
take  time  to  develop  evidence .... 
But  I  think  the  problem  had  de¬ 
veloped  to  the  level  it  is  at  now 
long  before  we  began  investi¬ 
gating.  There  hadn’t  been  a  shake- 
down  at  the  institution  in  quite  a 
long  time.” 

Continued  on  page  6 


Controversy  over  Ads 
Heads  toward  Resolution 


By  Scott  Brookie 

PHILADELPHIA— A  contro¬ 
versy  involving  a  gay  newspaper 
accused  by  a  gay  interracial 
organization  of  printing  dis¬ 
criminatory  employment  adver¬ 
tisements  appears  headed  toward 
resolution. 

Jerry  Mallon  of  Black  and 
White  Men  Together  (BWMT)  of 
Philadelphia  told  GCN  that  the 
issue  arbse  last  spring  at  a  joint 
meeting  of  BWMT  and  Phila¬ 
delphia  Black  Gays  as  a  result  of 
classified  ads  appearing  in  Phila¬ 
delphia  Gay  News  which  specified 
employment  for  whites.  It  is  illegal 
for  a  newspaper  to  print  employ¬ 
ment  advertising  which  specifies 
gender  or  race. 

According  to  Mallon,  a  letter  to 
Gay  News  publisher  Mark  Segal  in 
April  brought  no  response. 
Mallon  told  GCN  that  in  July, 
another  ad  appeared  in  the  Gay 
News  “Help  Wanted”  section  re¬ 
questing  male  applicants  for  a 
position  in  a  bar. 

Mallon  told  GCN  that  he  had  a 
conversation  with  Segal  in  early 
September  and  that  Segal  agreed 
sqch  ads  would  no  longer  appear 
in  the  paper.  However,  according 
to  Mallon,  the  ads  did  continue  to 
appear. 

On  December  14,  BWMT  sent  a 
letter  to  all  of  theGay  News’s  com¬ 
mercial  advertisers  and  to  a 
number  of  lesbian  and  gay  organ¬ 
izations  in  the  Philadelphia  area 
asking  that  they  write  or  phone 
the  Gay  News  protesting  the  prin¬ 
ting  of  discriminatory  ads.  The 
letter  stated,  in  part,  “By  con¬ 
doning  this  type  of  employment 


the 


listing,  the  Gay  News  is  explicitly 
giving  its  approval  to  the  racist 
and  sexist  sentiment  expressed  in 
these  advertisements.  As  gay  peo¬ 
ple,  we  should  be  particularly  sen¬ 
sitive  to  any  bigotry  or  prejudice 
and  should  try  and  foster  attitudes 
of  understanding,  compassion, 
and  humanity  within  our 
community.” 

The  letter  noted  the  illegality  of 
advertising  and  continued, 
Legal  niceties  aside,  we  would 
hope  that  the  mainstay  of  the  local 
gay  media  will  promote  a  policy  of 
racially  neutral  advertisements  as 
one  of  a  number  of  ways  of 
removing  all  racial  stigma  from 
the  gay  community.” 

Mallon  told  GCN  that  he  knew 
of  some  letters  which  had  been 
sent  to  Gay  News  as  a  result  of  the 
BWMT  letter  and  noted  that  one 
bar  had  requested  that  a  Gay 
News  newspaper  vending  box  be 
removed. 

Segal  requested  that  he  be  able 
to  speak  at  a  BWMT  meeting  in 
November  but  failed  to  appear. 
Segal  later  told  BWMT  that  he 
had  misscheduled  the  engagement 
and  again  asked  to  meet  with  the 
organization,  according  to  Mal¬ 
lon.  He  is  now  scheduled  to 
appear  at  BWMT’s  January  24 
meeting. 

Mallon  told  GCN  that  BWMT 
was  requesting  that  the  Gay  News 
run  a  permanent  statement  in  their 
classified  ad  section  stating, 
“Help  Wanted  ads  illegally  listing 
race  and/or  sex  will  not  be 
accepted  for  publication.” 

“We’re  trying  to  handle  this 
as  diplomatically  as  possible,” 


Mallon  told  GCN.  “They  were 
perhaps  not  aware  of  the  problem 
in  April,  but  by  now  they 
should’ve  changed,”  Mallon  said, 
adding,  “This  is  a  point  where  the 
Gay  News  needs  to  grow.” 

Interviewed  by  GCN,  Segal 
commented  that  he  had  been  con¬ 
tacted  by  BWMT  in  October  and 
that  there  had  been  “no  sorts  of 
classifieds  similar  [to  the  ones  in 
question]  since  October.”  Asked 
about  BWMT’s  allegations  prior 
to  that,  Segal  said,  “I  don’t  recall 
lit  being  brought  to  my  attention” 
prior  to  October. 

Segal  told  GCN  that  the  person 
in  charge  of  classified  advertising 
at  Gay  News  had  been  unaware  of 
antidiscrimination  laws  in  employ¬ 
ment  advertising,  but  that  the 
staff  member  had  since  been  in¬ 
formed  of  them.  Segal  com¬ 
mented  that  the  problem  with  one 
of  the  ads  had  been  that  it  arrived 
at  the  paper  without  specifying  its 
classification.  Although  the  ad 
was  specifically  run  for  whites,  it 
was  run  under  “Help  Wanted” 
rather  than  under  “Personals.” 
Laws  against  discrimination  in  ad¬ 
vertising  do  not  apply  to  personal 
advertising. 

Segal  told  GCN  that  he  “hadn’t 
heard”  of  BWMT’s  request  that  a 
statement  of  policy  against  dis¬ 
crimination  be  regularly  printed  in 
the  Gay  News  classified  section, 
but  that  he  “wouldn’t  have  any 
objection  to  placing  it  in  ‘Help 
Wanted’.”  Segal  noted  that  he 
felt  the  January  24  meeting  with 
BWMT  would  be  one  primarily  of 
reconciliation. 

—filed  from  Boston 
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Community  Voices - 

country  experience  anti-semitism  unmasked 


Dear  GCN, 

I  want  to  clarify  one  sentence  in  my  article  on 
the  feminist  summer  camp  for  girls,  “Mountain 
Meadow  Country  Experience.”  The  sentence 
read,  “Our  bible-belt  neighbors  adjusted  with 
remarkable  ease  to  our  presence,  and  of  course  we 
were  as  polite  as  possible  to  them.”  (Vol.  9,  No. 
22,  Dec.  19,  ’81.)  I  realized  too  late  that  this  sen¬ 
tence  was  a  denial  of  the  experience  of  some  mem¬ 
bers  of  Mountain  Meadow,  particularly  the  third 
world  campers. 

The  conservatism  and  racism  coming  from 
many  of  our  rural  neighbors  when  we  were  away 
from  our  own  land,  affected  children  of  color 
most  directly.  Mountain  Meadow  is  located  in  a 
place  where  even  not  wearing  a  bra  is  considered 
abnormal  and  questionable.  Black  faces  and 
blacks  and  whites  mixing  in  friendship  were  new 
sights  for  many  people.  Their  reactions  ranged 
from  friendliness  to  staring  to  making  two  overtly 
racist  remarks. 

Since  these  were  clearly  unacceptable  experi¬ 
ences  for  black  campers,  we  plan  to  limit  future 
forays  into  the  area  surrounding  our  own  private 
land,  and  also  to  reinforce  the  support  in  the 
Mountain  Meadow  program  for  children  of 
color.  Racism  will  be  a  primary  discussion  area 
next  year,  and  we  hope  to  have  third  world  staff 
members. 

It  is  an  on-going  challenge  to  build  feminist 
communities  in  a  patriarchal,  racist  world.  We 
want  to  share  our  values  of  human  liberation 
(including  ending  sexism,  racism  and  other 
oppressive  isms)  with  our  neighbors.  At  the  same 
time  we  want  to  do  it  in  a  way  that  does  not  alien¬ 
ate  people  to  the  point  of  shutting  down  their 
ability  to  listen  or  change.  And  most  of  all  we 
need  to  do  it  in  a  way  that  doesn’t  hurt  partici¬ 
pants  in  Mountain  Meadow. 

If  anyone  has  ideas  to  help  meet  this  challenge, 
please  contact  us  at  3736  Kanawha  St.,  Washing¬ 
ton,  DC,  20015. 

In  Struggle, 

Julie  Greenberg 
Washington,  DC 

bigger  &  better 
t-shirts 

Dear  GCN, 

I  was  deeply  saddened/angered  to  see  that  your 
new  GCN  T  shirt  excludes  and  oppresses  not  only 
me  but  many  other  fat  lesbians  and  gay  men  who 
support  your  work. 

If  you  hadn’t  done  a  feature  article  on  fat  liber¬ 
ation,  if  you  hadn’t  consistently  printed  notices 
of  fat  liberation  activities;  perhaps  then  I  might 
be  a  bit  more  understanding.  You  have  no  excuse, 
your  collective  consciousness  was  supposedly 
raised. 

As  a  fat  dyke  I  am  excluded  from  wearing  so 
called  dykey  clothes.  I  can  seldom  find  “politi¬ 
cal”  T.-shirts  to  fit  me.  Am  1  doomed  to  wearing 
polyester?  Does  the  lesbian/gay  community  want 
to  hide  the  fact  that  fat  people  are  gay  and  even 
political?  Do  you  assume  we  have  the  choice  to  be 
thin  and  therefore  should  die/et  till  we  fit  into 
your  small  people  sizes? 

By  not  providing  T  shirts  in  sizes  2x-4x  you, 
GCN,  have  added  your  name  to  the  ever  growing 
list  of  lesbian  and  gay  organizations  that  continue 
to  oppress  and  exclude  fat  gays. 

1  can  only  hope  that  you  plan  to  correct  this  op¬ 
pressive  act. 

Mances  Platt 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA 

cross  word 

Dear  GCN: 

Just  a  quick  note  to  let  you  know  that  1  thought 
the  crossword  puzzle  in  the  Jan.  2  &  9  issue  was 
the  most  gratuitously  womon-hating  piece  I’d 
ever  seen  in  the  paper. 

Cheers! 

Read  Weaver 
Somerville,  MA 


Dear  GCN, 

I  commend  Amy  Hoffman  for  writing  the  first 
review  1  have  seen  in  the  lesbian/feminist  media 
which  addresses  the  blatant  anti-Semitism  and 
racism  in  Noretta  Koertge’s  book. 

The  characterization  of  Jews  in  Who  Was  Thai 
Masked  Woman  propagates  stereotypes  of  Jews 
as  wealthy  and  sexually  voracious.  The  author 
describes  the  wealthy  backgrounds  of  four  of  the 
six  Jewish  characters  (the  reader  is  left  ignorant  of 
the  class  backgrounds  of  Judith  and  Shulamith 
Elkana).  Wendy,  Lu  Rabinowitz,  Lara  Feldman, 
and  Bobbie  Rosen  are  portrayed  as  wealthy  Jews; 
Tretona  is  motivated  to  seduce  the  “mousey” 
Bobbie  Rosen  “partly  because  she  wanted  to  see 
Bobbie’s  folks  fancy  Edgeware  apartment”  (p. 
162).  The  relationship  between  Jews  and  money  is 
reiterated  in  other  passages.  When  Tretona  asks 
Lu,  “Tell  me,  what  does  it  take  to  become  a  but¬ 
terfly?”  Lu’s  response  is  “I  don’t  really  know  the 
secret  ...  but  it  doesn’t  hurt  to  have  money”  (p. 
136).  When  Lu  consoles  Tretona  later  in  the 
book,  Tretona  notices  that  Lu  has  “carefully 
pulled  up  the  collar  of  her  windbreaker  so  that  her 
fancy  shirt  didn’t  get  tear-stained”  (p.  170).  As 
Maureen  describes  Lara  Feldman,  she  states, 
“She’s  a  sad-eyed  brat .  And  she’ll  charm  you  out 
of  your  last  nickel  if  you  aren’t  careful”  (p.  138). 
This  overwhelming  concern  with  money  on  the 
part  of  the  Jewish  characters  (and  only  the  Jewish 
characters)  propagates  the  image  of  the  “greedy 
Jew”  whose  focus  is  to  “make  it.”  The  author’s 
bias  is  confirmed  on  page  178,  when  Trbtona  asks 
Di,  “Well,  can  you  explain  to  me  why  some 
minority  groups  or  subcultures  make  it  big  and 
others  get  defeated  or  assimilated?  Take  the  Jews 
—  they  aren’t  very  well  liked  but  they  do  okay  — 
get  into  Who’s  Who  and  all  that  stuff  while  the 
Poles  stay  down  in  Cicero  and  work  in  the  steel 
mills  —  and  the  blacks  —  they’re  even  worse.”  In 
her  response,  Di  states,  “Mind  you,  the  Jews 
don’t  always  rise  to  the  top.  If  the  anti-Semitic 
sentiment  is  strong  enough  and  if  it’s  institution¬ 
alized,  the  Jews  get  ground  down  just  like  every¬ 
one  else"  (p.  179).  Thus  is  the  assumption  that  all 
Jews  “rise  to  the  top”  a  necessary  precondition 
for  their  being  “ground  down.” 

Jews  have  historically  been  set  up  as  money¬ 
lenders  and  financiers  to  serve  as  buffer  zones  for 
gentiles  in  power.  Nazi  propaganda  promulgates 
hatred  of  the  “Jewish  capitalist”  and  articulates 
the  dangers  of  the  “Jewish  conspiracy”  which, 
they  contend,  will  overtake  the  world  if  left  un¬ 
checked.  Noretta  Koertge  never  acknowledges 
the  impact  of  anti-Semitism  on  Jewish  people. 
Although  she  repeatedly  questions  what  it  means 
to  be  German,  she  never  addresses  the  issue  of  the 
German  citizen’s  complicity  in  the  Holocaust. 
Her  references  to  Nazism  more  than  belittle  the 
experience  of  Jews  —  Jews  are  simply  not  men¬ 
tioned.  For  example,  on  page  65  we  find  the  fol¬ 
lowing  passage:  “The  doctor  told  her  that  before 
the  war  she  would  have  been  kept  in  traction  for 
six  months,  but  Nazi  scientists  had  developed  the 
Kutschner  rod  technique  by  experimenting  with 
American  POW’s.  Tretona  wondered  whether  it 
had  worked  right  away.  How  many  ex-soldiers 
were  now  walking  around  limping?  But  then  how 
many  more  people  like  herself  were  up  and 
around  in  casts  instead  of  being  confined  to 
hospital  beds?  She  tried  to  figure  out  if  it  wasn’t 
good  after  all  that  the  Nazis  had  done  the  experi¬ 
ments,  although  clearly  all  they  had  cared  about 
at  the  time  was  getting  more  work  out  of  the 
prisoners.”  To  question  whether  “it  wasn’t  good 
after  all  that  the  Nazis  had  done  the  experiments” 
is  outrageously  appalling;  not  to  even  consider,  or 
mention,  the  millions  of  Jews  who  were  murdered 
or  permanently  injured  by  the  vicious  Nazi  tor¬ 
turers  is  despicable.  It  is  not  surprising,  then,  for 
Tretona  to  admit  that  she  gets  “some  sort  of 
perverse  pleasure”  from  reading  about  Nazi  tor¬ 
tures  (p.  116).  No,  Tretona  is  not  a  character  / 
can  identify  with.  And  Who  Was  Thai  Masked 
Woman  is  not  a  book  I  find  “worthwhile  and 
enjoyable”  (see  letter  to  GCN,  Jan.  2  &  9,  1982). 
It  is  an  irresponsible  piece  of  writing  from  a 
biased  author. 


If  Noretta  Koertge  is  exploring  “cultural  dif¬ 
ferences,”  as  she  states  in  her  letter  to  GCN 
(January  23, 1982),  how  does  she  account  for  call¬ 
ing  Maria  hot-blooded  because  she  is  part  Mexi¬ 
can  (p.  156)?  Or  referring  to  Lara  Feldman  as 
“exotic”  because  she  is  Jewish  (p.  145)?  Or 
saying  “The  best-natured  player  was  a  great  big 
black  guy  named  Leroy  who  always  grinned  when 
he  got  a  good  hit”  (p.  126)?  Robert,  a  Trinidad¬ 
ian  man,  “looked  like  he  was  about  to  turn  into  a 
tiger  or  something  beautiful  and  jungly  and  wild” 
(P-  97). 

In  fact,  Noretta  Koertge’s  concept  of  ethnic 
identity  is  simplistic.  Because  Maria  doesn’t  con¬ 
verse  with  a  waiter  in  Spanish,  Tretona  discovers 
she  “wasn’t  very  Mexican”  (p.  157).  Earlier,  Tre¬ 
tona  “spent  the  rest  of  the  evening  chatting 
animatedly  about  ethnic  integrity  versus  assimila¬ 
tion  to  Wendy,  who  was  feeling  bad  about  not 
being  Jewish  enough”  (p.  86).  How  is  one’s 
ethnic  identity  quantified?  From  reading  Who 
Was  That  Masked  Woman,  one  can  assume  it 
means  how  well  one  fits  a  given  stereotype. 

I  think  it  is  significant  that  a  number  of  letters 
responding  to  the  review  of  Who  Was  That 
Masked  Woman  personally  attacked  Amy  Hoff¬ 
man.  In  a  movement  that  necessitates  an  ever¬ 
growing  political  consciousness  in  order  to  sur¬ 
vive  and  succeed,  we  cannot  afford  to  fear  and 
react  to  criticism.  I  do  not  support  overlooking 
our  movement’s  responsibility  to  address  vital 
issues  —  such  as  anti-Semitism  and  racism  — 
under  the  cloak  of  “personal  loyalty.”  Rather 
than  being  attacked,  Amy  Hoffman  should  be 
applauded  for  her  courage. 

As  a  lesbian-feminist  activist  and  publisher,  I 
am  greatly  disappointed  that  Who  Was  That 
Masked  Woman  has  received  such  widespread, 
unquestioning  acceptance.  Any  writer  who  calls 
herself  a  lesbian-feminist  must  be  accountable  to 
the  images  she  perpetrates  in  her  writing. 
Readers,  writers,  publishers,  bookstores  and 
reviewers  have  the  responsibility  to  demand 
accurate  portrayals  of  all  of  our  lives. 

Sincerely, 

Pat  McGloin 
Persephone  Press,  Inc. 

Watertown,  MA 

visibility,  not  visa 
cards 

An  urgent  warning  from  the  midwest: 

Gay  money  is  big  money.  That’s  a  point  many 
gays  in  Milwaukee  make.  There’s  a  prevalent  atti¬ 
tude  among  gays  of  “liberation  through  accumu¬ 
lation.”  Minorities  here  seem  trapped  by  a  strong 
capitalistic  and  elitist  attitude. 

I  work  for  a  black  newspaper  that  put  out  a 
supplement  to  the  late  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King, 
Jr.  this  week,  in  honor  of  his  birthday.  In  honor9 
It  was  mostly  in  honor  of  their  own  greed.  Adver¬ 
tisements  abounded.  Canned  copy  was  splattered 
here  and  there  to  remind  us  it  was  supposed  to  be 
a  “supplement.”  The  truth  was  blatant:  there’s 
big  bucks  in  assassinated  heroes.  In  a  drive  for 
acceptance  by  the  status  quo,  minorities  sell  their 
own. 

Gays  haven’t  gotten  to  this,  but  we  may.  It  will 
surely  come  out  of  an  area  like  Milwaukee  where 
gays  expound  obtaining  their  rights  by  the  clout 
of  gay  money,  by  building  ranks  of  professionals, 
and  other  classist  bullshit.  Come  on  guys:  let’s  get 
the  status  quo  to  accept  us  by  adopting  their 
warped  values,  the  same  values  that  sent  a  half 
millioin  of  our  brothers  and  sisters  <o  their  deaths 
in  Nazi  Germany. 

So  what  is  happening?  Milwaukee  may  be  gear¬ 
ing  up  to  start  selling  our  heroes  in  the  name  of 
“liberation.”  1  can  just  picture  the  Harvey  Milk 
supplement.  It  makes  me  sick,  and  sad  for  the 
community. 

I  come  from  Boston,  an  area  where  radical 
activism  runs  deep  in  the  lesbian/gay  community. 

I  marched  in  the  Pride  Parade  this  year  with 
14,000  brothers  and  sisters  who  were  willing  to 
put  themselves  on  the  public  line.  Then  1  move  to 
a  city  where  the  most  respected  gay  group  is  a 
hallful  of  closeted  professionals  talking  about 
turning  our  Christopher  Street  into  a  gay  version 
of  Wall  Street. 

Men  here  will  tell  you  they’re  “not  proud  to  be 
gay,”  “won’t  march  in  a  Pride  Parade  because 
the  straights  will  think  we’re  all  perverts  like  the 
transvestites,”  and  “the  radicals  are  full  of  hot 
air.”  In  his  travelogue  of  gay  America,  States  of 


Desire,  Edmund  White  relates  one  story  of  a  man 
who  was  shunned  by  friends  because  he  had  the 
“bad  reputation  of  being  a  gay  activist.”  This  is 
typically  a  midwestern  city.  White  says,  “The 
notion  that  affectional  preference,  sexual  appe¬ 
tite,  shared  oppression  might  color  all  of  one’s 
experience  eluded  them  ...  In  a  bar  or  bed  a  man 
may  be  gay;  otherwise  he  is  straight  —  a  person 
just  like  anyone  else.” 

Our  best  tool  is  visibility,  not  our  Visa  cards. 
Our  symbols  arc  the  pink  triangles,  the  raised  fists 
of  revolution,  and  the  affirming  chant  of  “If  not 
now,  when?  If  not  you,  who?”  I  want  to  warn 
those  concerned  that  Milwaukee  sees  only  the 
lavender  dollar  signs.  Danger:  Dachau  lives  in  the 
hearts  of  these  capitalists. 

Glenn  Sheldon, 

Milwaukee,  WI _ 

Now  that  the  holidays  are  over, 
you’re  probatJly  basking  in  the 
warm  glow  of  your  generosity.  Or 
else  you’re  wishing  you'd  bought, 
gift  subs  to  GCN  for  your  friends, 
so  you  could  spend  these 
wretched  cold  nights  cuddled  up 
by  the  fire  arguing  about  each 
week’s  hot  issues.  Or,  perhaps, 
you  are  one  of  the  lucky  recipi¬ 
ents  of  a  gift  sub,  in  which  case 
you  are  probably  wondering;  what 
is  this  space  for? 

Well,  as  we  all  know,  we  all 
need  space.  This  weekly  box 
belongs  to  the  GCN  Promotions 
Department,  which  for  years  had 
been  given  no  priority  for  space  in 
the  paper.  But  your  current  Pro¬ 
mo  Homo  decided  to  take  radical 
action!  She  slipped  this  box  onto 
the  letters  page  one  night  when 
everyone  on  the  lay-out  crew  was 
busy  dyeing  their  hair  green.  The 
next  week  she  did  it  while  they 
were  planning  their  Tupperware 
parties.  By  the  third  week,  she 
had  successfully  seized  power, 
and  has  blatantly  continued  to 
take  space. 

Now  that  she  has  the  space, 
she’s  going  to  continue  to  fill  it 
with  pep  talks  encouraging  each 
of  you  to  help  GCN  by  finding  us 
new  subscribers.  Since  you’re 
probably  all  too  broke  to  give 
gifts  now,  GCN  will  send  you  a 
gift:  we’ll  let  you  have  as  many 
free  copies  as  you  can  give  away 
to  friends,  at  parties,  at  meetings, 
at  bars,  at  community  centers,  at 
classes,  anywhere  lesbians  and 
gay  men  go.  Just  write  and  let  us 
know  how  many  you  need,  and  to 
what  address  a  package  can  be 
sent.  Write  to  GCN  Promo  Homo,  • 
22  Bromfield  Street,  Boston,  MA 
02108. 
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GCN  welcomes  letters  to  “Community  Voices.”  If  at  all  possible,  your  lelters 
should  be  TYPED  AND  DOUBLE  SPACED  and  kept  to  three  pages  (or  less!)  in 
length.  Anonymous  letters  will  not  be  published,  but  names  will  be  withheld  upon 
request.  Letters  should  be  addressed  to  Community  Voices,  GCN,  22  Bromfield 
St.,  Boston,  MA  02108. 
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Cynthia  Boston  Released  from  Prison 


By  Nancy  Wechsler 

NEW  YORK— Fulani  Sunni-Ali 
(Cynthia  Boston)  was  released 
from  jail  on  December  18  after  be¬ 
ing  confined  since  December  7  for 
her  refusal  to  testify  before  a  fed¬ 
eral  grand  jury  in  New  York  called 
immediately  after  the  October 
Brinks  robbery  to  investigate  radi¬ 
cal  and  black  organizations  (see 
GCN,  Vol.  9,  No.  23). 

Sunni-Ali,  Minister  of  Informa¬ 
tion  for  the  Republic  of  New  Afri- 
ka  (RNA),  had  refused  to  testify 
unless  her  lawyer  of  choice, 
Chokwe  Lumumba,  was  allowed 
to  represent  her.  The  judge  had  re¬ 
fused  her  request  on  the  grounds 
that  Lumumba,  who  is  from  De¬ 
troit,  was  also  a  member  of  the 
RNA.  Sunni-Ali  filed  an  appeal  of 
the  judge’s  decision.  According  to 
the  New  York  Grand  Jury  Project 
(NYGJP),  the  government  real¬ 
ized  that  they  would  probably  lose 
on  appeal  and  released  Sunni-Ali. 
However,  she  has  been  re-subpoe¬ 
naed  to  the  grand  jury  and  if  she 
refuses  to  testify  this  time  she 
could  be  jailed  once  again  for  con¬ 
tempt. 

Jerry  Gaines,  who  was  subpoe¬ 
naed  to  testify  before  the  grand 
jury  on  December  16,  had  her 
court  date  postponed  until  ar¬ 
rangements  could  be  made  for  car¬ 
ing  for  her  eight  children.  The  ex¬ 
tension  was  granted  after  a  coali¬ 
tion  of  women’s  groups  organized 
to  support  the  postponement. 
Gaines  was  living  in  a  farmhouse 
in  Byrdtown,  Mississippi  when  a 


The  following  column  by  David 
Nyhan,  entitled  “Political  Porn- 
orgraphy  in  the  Mailbox,  ”  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  January  19  Boston 
Globe: 

Jerry  Fallwell  keeps  sending  me 
these  wierd  letters.  Dec.  1,  the 
Reverend  sent  me  and  millions  on 
his  Moral  Majority  mailing  list  a 
package  comprising  three  envel¬ 
opes,  two  photos,  a  three-page 
letter  and  a  contribution  card. 

“CAUTION  CAUTION 

“FOR  ADULTS  ONLY! 

“Explicit  Photographs  En¬ 
closed: 

“Please  do  not  let  this  photo 
fall  into  the  hands  of  innocent, 
impressionable  children. 

“PHOTO  ENCLOSED” 

What’s  the  first  thing  you  do 
when  someone  sends  you  a  sealed 
envelope  full  of  shocking  photo¬ 
graphs?  Right,  you  tear  it  open, 
waiting  to  have  your  sensibilities 
offended.  You  can’t  wait  to  see 
what  kind  of  filth  and  degradation 
is  so  sorrowfully  forwarded. 
That’s  what  Jerry’s  counting  on. 

What  do  you  get?  Two  fiimsy 
photos,  the  first  a  street  shot  out¬ 
side  the  US  Capitol,  the  Rotunda 
looming  in  the  background.  In  the 
foreground?  Two  fully  clothed 
men  walking  arm  in  arm  down  the 
street,  back  to  camera,  less  male- 
male  mugging  than  you  get  on  TV 
screens  at  the  conclusion  of  your 
average  NFL  playoff. 

The  other?  A  shot  of  a  Wash¬ 
ington  gay  bar,  with  a  man,  ap¬ 
parently  naked,  standing  on  some 
kind  of  a  stage  over  a  bar.  1  say 
“apparently,”  because  his  mid¬ 
section  is  blotted  out  by  a  “cen¬ 
sored”  stamp,  and  the  top  of  his 
head  doesn’t  fit  into  the  photo 
either.  He  may  have  been  wearing 
some  kind  of  outrageous  hat,  I 
don’t  know. 

On  the  back  of  this  picture. 
Rev.  Falwell  asks:  “Are  we  going 
to  let  militant  gays  change  our  na¬ 
tion’s  capital  into  the  gay  capital 
of  America?  Are  we  going  to  let 
them  dictate  our  moral  values?” 

This  is  the  rhetorical  question 
that  the  reader  is  supposed  to  an- 


200-man  SWAT  team  descended 
on  the  house  to  arrest  Sunni-Ali. 
Sunni-Ali  was  originally  charged 
with  conspiracy  in  connection  with 
the  Brinks  robbery  but  these 
charges  were  dropped  when  evi¬ 
dence  proved  she  was  in  New 
Orleans  on  the  day  she  was 
allegedly  “cleaning  out  a  safe 
house”  in  New  York. 

Gaines  and  Sunni-Ali  are  ex¬ 
pected  to  be  called  before  the 
grand  jury  this  week.  Gaines  is  be¬ 
ing  represented  by  attorney  Margie 
Ratner  of  the  Center  for  Constitu¬ 
tional  Rights  in  New  York. 

In  other  developments.  Eve 
Rosahn,  who  had  also  been  jailed 
on  contempt  charges  for  her  refu¬ 
sal  to  cooperate  with  the  grand 
jury,  was  released  on  bail  pending 
appeal.  Rosahn  has  been  linked  to 
the  robbery  by  the  assertion  in  the 
press  that  a  car  registered  in  her 
name  was  used  as  a  getaway  car. 
She  is  an  activist  and  a  member  of 
the  May  19  Coalition  and  was 
recently  involved  in  protesting  the 
U.S.  tour  of  a  South  African  rug¬ 
by  team. 

Yaasmyn  Fula,  a  legal  worker 
with  Bronx  Legal  Services  and  a 
coordinator  of  the  National  Task 
Force  on  Cointelpro  Research  and 
Litigation,  remains  in  jail  for  her 
refusal  to  cooperate  with  the  grand 
jury.  Fula  is  appealing  her  con¬ 
tempt  citation  on  grounds  having 
to  do  with  the  procedures  by  which 
she  was  jailed.  In  addition, 
according  to  the  NYGJP,  she  is 


swer  by  shouting,  “Hell,  No,” 
and  dashing  off  a  check(“$25,  $50, 
$100  or  $  .  .  .”) 

Homosexuality  makes  many 
Americans  fearful  and  disgusted. 
The  aggressive  or  threatening  be¬ 
havior  of  any  kind  of  sexual  bully 
or  exploiter,  straight  or  gay,  is 
repulsive.  But  Americans  are  not 
totally  paranoid  about  homosexu¬ 
ality.  The  voters  of  Austin,  Texas, 
on  Saturday  rejected  a  plan, 
almost  2-1,  to  allow  discrimin¬ 
ation  in  housing  against  homosex¬ 
uals.  “Next  might  have  been  the 
Jews  or  Catholics  or  blacks  or 
browns,”  said  a  leader  of  the  win¬ 
ning  side. 

Direct  mail,  as  practiced  by  the 
harridans  of  the  New  Right,  needs 
to  frighten  people  into  giving.  No 
longer  can  they  rattle  the  bones 
about  the  United  Nations  or  the 
Trilateral  Commission.  With 
Ronald  Reagan  in  the  White 
House,  they  need  to  dig  deeper  to 
irritate  the  political  psyche. 

There  are  two  basic  wellsprings 
in  direct  mail.  One  is  altruism, 

Lincoln - 

continued  from  page  1 
voters. 

Stemman  and  Long  said  the  city 
attorney’s  office  is  expected  to 
draft  the  proposed  language  and 
return  it  to  the  City  Council  for 
approval.  Once  it  reaches  the 
council,  the  LCGLCR  and  the  Hu¬ 
man  Rights  Commission,  which 
unanimously  approved  the  orig¬ 
inal  gay  amendment,  will  have  the 
opportunity  to  make  suggestions, 
Steinman  said. 

Long  is  concerned  that  the  city 
attorney’s  office  might  try  to  lump 
gays  with  those  on  public  assis¬ 
tance,  since  according  to  the  city 
attorney,  the  City  Council  had  no 
power  to  amend  the  human  rights 
ordinance  in  their  favor. 

However,  City  Councilor  Stein¬ 
man  said,  “It  is  true  that  in  these 
days  of  Reaganomics,  someone 
might  seek  to  challenge  it  [the 
clause  protecting  those  on  public 
assistance].  But  the  language  for 


raising  the  issue  of  the  legitimacy 
of  using  the  RICO  Statute  (racket¬ 
eering-influenced  and  corrupt 
organizations)  to  investigate 
organizations  involved  in  political 
activity.  The  statute  was  originally 
designed  to  aid  in  prosecuting 

In  Pennsylvania 


By  Jil  Clark 

HARRISBURG,  PA— “The 
game  isn’t  over.  .  .  .  We’re  confi¬ 
dent  that  Pennsylvania  will  have 
the  toughest  abortion  control  act 
in  the  country  within  weeks.” 

That  was  the  reaction  of  State 
Representative  Gregg  Cunning¬ 
ham,  one  of  the  authors  of  the  so- 
called  Abortion  Control  Act,  to 
Governor  Richard  Thornburgh’s 
unexpected  veto  of  the  act  two 
days  before  the  deadline  for  sign¬ 
ing  it. 

The  act  was  killed  in  committee 
in  October  then  revived  and  passed 
by  both  houses  in  December  (see 
GCN,  Vol.  9,  Nos.  12,  14  and  24). 

Cunningham  and  Representa¬ 
tive  Steven  Freind,  co-author  of 
the  bill,  plan  to  re-introduce  the 
act  on  the  House  floor  within  the 
next  two  weeks  in  “veto-proof” 
form,  according  to  Cunningham. 

Following  a  meeting  with  the 
governor  on  January  12  at  which 
the  compromise  bill  was  discussed, 
Cunningham  said,  “We  agreed 


concern  for  your  fellow  humans, 
as  when  you  send  money  to  CARE 
or  the  missions.  The  other  is  fear, 
fear  of  what  THEY  will  do  unless 
you  send  money  quick  to  this  post 
office  box. 

Falwell  does  a  lot  of  good 
things  with  some  of  his  money  — 
running  some  schools,  some  refu¬ 
gee  relief,  a  home  for  alcoholics. 
But  he  also  spends  a  lot  of  dough 
on  helping  right-wing  politicians 
get  elected,  and  he  likes  to  lump 
liberals  with  his  pet  hate  objects. 

“Clean  up  America!”  screamed 
Jerry’s  Jan.  2  mailing.  No  more 
salacious  photos,  just  my  ballot 
on  whether  I  wanted  to  Clean  Up 
America!  For  those  of  us  who 
don’t  pay  enough  attention,  he 
wrote,  “The  three  most  vital 
moral  issues  affecting  America 
today”  are:  “Homosexuality, 
pornography,  abortion-on-de- 
mand.” 

Never  mind  the  Russians  in  Po¬ 
land,  the  9.5  million  officially  un¬ 
employed,  the  shredding  of  social 


amending  the  city  charter  will  only 
include  gays.” 

Only  four  affirmative  votes 
from  the  seven-member  City 
Council  are  needed  to  get  the  pro¬ 
posal  on  the  ballot,  and  Long 
hopes  the  Council  will  also  enact  a 
resolution  of  support  to  say  to  the 
voters  that  it  feels  lesbians  and 
gays  deserve  protection  from  dis¬ 
crimination. 

Scheduled  to  appear  on  the  May 
ballot  is  a  measure  asking  for  the 
repeal  of  a  liquor  law  which  pre¬ 
vents  citizens  from  buying  alcohol 
on  Sundays.  According  to  Long 
and  Steinman,  various  religious 
groups  are  organizing  to  defeat  the 
measure. 

Long  said  these  same  groups 
could  very  well  oppose  the  anti- 
discrimination  amendment,  and 
that  it  might  be  better  to  hold  off 
until  the  November  elections  be¬ 
fore  putting  the  matter  to  a  vote. 

Steinman  said,  “We  can  survive 


organized  crime  and  economic 
crime.  The  federal  grand  jury  sit¬ 
ting  in  New  York  is  a  RICO  grand 
jury. 

The  NYGJP  told  GCN  that  as  of 
press  time,  they  did  not  know  of 


that  our  areas  of  agreement  are  far 
more  extensive  than  our  areas  of 
disagreement.” 

In  the  eight-page  veto  state¬ 
ment,  Thornburgh  noted  that  he 
favors  the  establishment  of  many 
of  the  controls  proposed  in  the  act 
and  said  that  “too  many  abortions 
are  too  casually  undertaken.” 
Nevertheless,  he  said,  the  overall 
tenor  of  the  bill  “could  have  the 
effect  of  imposing  an  undue  and  in 
some  cases  unconstitutional  bur¬ 
den  upon  even  informed,  mature 
adults”  who  want  to  obtain  abor¬ 
tions. 

Provisions  of  the  bill  include: 

•  Birth  and  death  certificates 
must  be  issued  for  each  aborted 
fetus  and  a  burial  or  cremation 
held. 

•  A  woman  seeking  an  abortion 
must  wait  72  hours  before  return¬ 
ing  to  her  doctor  or  clinic  to  have 
the  operation. 

•  No  public  employee  may  be 
covered  for  the  costs  of  an  abor¬ 
tion  under  her  health  plan. 


welfare  programs  for  the  poor. 
He’s  talking  SEX. 

“Pornography:  ...  a  descrip¬ 
tion  ...  of  licentiousness  or  lewd¬ 
ness;  a  portrayal  of  erotic  behav¬ 
ior  designed  to  cause  sexual  excit- 
ment  ...” 

— Webster’s  3rd  New  Internation¬ 
al  Dictionary 

What  we  have  here  is  a  direct- 
mail  campaign  that  comes  very 
close  to  licentiousness.  Jerry  says 
there  are  two  kinds  of  people:  his 
friends  and  supporters  on  the  one 
hand;  on  the  other,  his  enemies, 
who  condone  faggotry  and  sexual 
exploitation,  whom  he  slyly  links 
with  “liberals  and  secular  human¬ 
ists.” 

You  don’t  have  to  approve  of 
homosexuality  to  disapprove  of 
Falwell’s  tactics.  What  Jerry  mails 
is  designed  to  smear  his  political 
opponents  and  cause  excitement 
among  potential  contributors,  by 
frightening  them  into  sending  him 
money.  It  is  political  pornog¬ 
raphy. 


without  liquor  on  Sundays,  but  we 
have  to  confront  this  gay  rights  is¬ 
sue.  You  people  will  come  out  and 
vote  hot  and  heavy,  regardless  of 
when  it  appears  on  the  ballot.” 

Long  asked  that  anyone  wishing 
to  help  the  LCGLCR  in  its  efforts 
to  get  the  measure  passed  can  send 
all  contributions  to  Coalition, 
P.O.  Box  94882,  Lincoln,  NE, 
68509.  — filed  from  Boston 


CORRECTION 

In  last  week’s  story  on 
NOLAG,  Kevin  Mullen  was 
incorrectly  identified  as 
membership  secretary  of  the 
New  York  March  office.  His 
correct  titles  were  Local 
Outreach  Head  of  the  New 
York  office  and  Volunteer 
Director  of  the  New  York 
office  of  the  March  on 
Washington. 

We  regret  the  error. 


any  additional  persons  who  had 
been  subpoenaed  to  testify  before 
the  grand  jury.  They  did  not  spec¬ 
ulate  on  why  this  was  the  case  or 
whether  additional  people  might 
be  called  in  coming  weeks. 

—  filed  from  Boston 


•  Women  under  the  age  of  18 
must  have  the  permission  of  one 
parent  to  have  an  abortion.  If  both 
parents  refuse,  she  may  let  the 
court  decide  if  she  is  mature 
enough  to  make  the  decision  for 
herself.  If  not,  the  court  may  ap¬ 
point  a  guardian  over  the  fetus  to 
ensure  that  the  woman  does  not 
self-abort. 

•  The  identities  of  abortion  clin¬ 
ics  and  doctors  who  perform  abor¬ 
tions  must  become  public  informa¬ 
tion. 

Thornburgh  wrote  in  the  veto 
statement  that  the  reporting  re¬ 
quirements  placed  an  “unneces¬ 
sary  burden”  on  the  doctors  and 
clinics  involved  in  an  abortion  and 
would  entail  the  creation  of  addi¬ 
tional  bureaucracy  which  “unduly 
involved  the  government  in  the 
private  lives  of  its  citizens.” 
Thornburgh  said  the  bill  would 
foster  an  atmosphere  in  which 
physicians  might  be  deterred  from 
providing  abortion  services  to 
which  women  are  constitutionally 
entitled.  “Of  even  greater  concern 
is  the  potential  for  more  experi¬ 
enced  and  competent  physicians  to 
refrain  from  involvement  in  even 
medically  necessary  abortions. 
This  could  even  lead  to  a  resur¬ 
gence  of  ‘back-alley’  abortions 
which  no  thoughtful  person  would 
wish  to  happen.” 

Jean  Hunt  of  the  Philadelphia 
Reproductive  Rights  Organization 
claimed  the  veto  as  a  victory  for 
pro-choice  activists  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  despite  the  fact  that  Thorn¬ 
burgh  qualified  his  veto  with  a  call 
for  other  legislation  controlling 
abortions.  “He  [Thornburgh]  got 
25,000  letters  or  phone  calls  about 
this  issue  and  more  than  half  of 
them  were  pro-choice.  This  is  the 
first  time  we’ve  been  able  to  gener¬ 
ate  that  volume  of  support,  despite 
the  fact  that  [priests  announced 
from  the  pulpit]  that  the  bill  was 
on  the  governor’s  desk  and  gave 
parishioners  the  governor’s  phone 
number  and  asked  them  to  call  to 
encourage  him  to  sign  it.” 

Cunningham  said  that  Hunt  has 
nothing  to  celebrate.  “If  this  were 
a  defeat,  Dick  Thornburgh  would 
not  have  met  with  me  and  Steven 
Freind  today.  Dick  Thornburgh 
came  out  of  the  most  important 
budget  meetings  of  his  career  to 
meet  with  us.  I  dare  say  there  isn’t 
another  issue  over  which  he  would 
have  done  that.” 

Cunningham  also  challenged 
Hunt’s claimthat  pro-choice  acti¬ 
vists  had  succeeded  in  forcing  the 
legislature  to  “water  down”  the 
bill.  “The  bill  wasn’t  significantly 
changed,”  he  said.  “We  had  enor¬ 
mous  redundancy  in  the  bill.  We 
drafted  it  that  way  in  order  to 
enable  us  to  take  some  things  out 
and  still  have  our  policy  objectives 
intact.” 

Does  this  mean  that  the  compro¬ 
mises  made  on  the  House  floor  in 
December  were  bogus? 

“No,  there  was  genuine  com¬ 
promise  made,  but  we  made  sure 
that  the  bill  was  drafted  in  a  way 
that  compromise  didn’t  mean  sell¬ 
out.  .  .  .  For  example,”  he  said, 
“the  House  changed  the  parental 
consent  requirement  from  both 
parents  to  only  one  parent.  We 
compromised,  but  our  original 
Continued  on  page  6 
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1259  Hyde  Park  Avenue 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
617  364-5500 
Mon.-Sat.  &  evenings 


Like  The  Islands? 

Why  not  OWN 
an  Island  Vacation? 

Bermuda  &  Barbados 

Condominiums  on  the  water.  Activities 
galore.  International  exchange  opportunities. 
And  prices  that  will  make  you  smile. 

Bermuda  from  $3,500 
Barbados  from  $2,500 
For  25  years  of  luxurious 
and  WARM  vacations. 

ASK  FOR:  FRED  MESINGER 


travel /tore\ 
CALL:  349-2643 


Alcohol  Training  Practicum 

Atlantic  Nutritional  Association  offers 
1 8-week  course  in  alcoholism 
counseling  and  treatment.  Begins 
Feb.  4,  1982. 

(617)  720-0693 


Support  gay  prisoners. 
Read  and  answer  our 
prisoner  penpal  ads 
on  the  classified  page. 


i  /  s'®“ 


Prison  Raid 

Continued  from  page  3 
DOC’s  public  relations  office,  said 
that  Holbrook  had  not  sought  to 
eliminate  the  computer  training 
program,  although  he  had 
disallowed  its  expansion  and  had 
wanted  the  DOC  to  “have  some 
say  about  how  it  should  be 
operated.” 

Agnes  said  the  rules  about 
visitors  and  packages  were' 
changed  because  “we  uncovered 
evidence  that  drugs  were  being 
brought  into  the  institution  by 
visitors,  either  on  their  persons  or 
in  packages.” 

Agnes  said  that  the  problem  at 
Framingham  Prison  is  under¬ 
staffing.  “Some  stuff  gets  thrown 
over  the  fence  and  there  aren’t 
enough  guards  around  to  see  it.” 

Landolfi  said  the  searching  of 
packages  will  become  “more  effi¬ 
cient  and  more  thorough”  now 
that  it  is  done  only  twice  per 
month. 

According  to  Aronson,  the  state 
police  and  officials  in  the  DA’s  of¬ 
fice  also  had  ulterior  motives  for 
joining  in  “Project  Upper  Crust.” 
The  raid  availed  the  state  police  of 
an  opportunity  to  take  some 
revenge  against  Framingham  in¬ 
mate  Susan  Saxe,  a  lesbian  anti¬ 
war  activist  charged  with  killing  a 
cop  in  1970,  said  Aronson.  She 
added  that  the  large  number  of  of¬ 
ficers  employed  in  the  operation  as 
well  as  the  allegedly  unauthorized 
mention  of  the  name  “Susan 
Saxe”  snagged  the  attention  of  the 
press,  which  gave  the  raid  front¬ 
page  coverage. 

“Why  else  would  they  use  230 
[officers]  to  search  170 
inmates? . . .  Can’t  you  just  see  all 
those  cops  standing  around 
watching  the  searches  on  their 
video  monitors?” 

Both  the  DA  and  Governor  Ed¬ 
ward  King  are  up  for  re-election 
this  fall,  Aronson  noted,  adding, 
“everyone  got  his  piece  of  the 
pie.” 

Agnes  replied,  ‘The  numbers 
were  necessary  to  |  ovide  enough 
people  to  accomp  h  the  objec¬ 
tives  in  a  swift  am  safe  manner. 
The  idea  was  to  search  as  many 
areas  of  the  place  as  possible 
simultaneously. .  .I’m  sure  that  a 
lot  of  stuff  got  flushed  down  the 
drains  during  the  search.” 

Agnes  said  that  the  investigation 
had  nothing  to  do  with 
November’s  election. 

“When  the  case  came  to  our  of¬ 
fice  in  April,  we  didn’t  think  it 
would  go  very  far  because  of  the 
difficulty  of  getting  cooperation  of 
so  many  people  [in  different 
departments).  We  worked  without 
an  eye  to  when  we  would  have 
enough  evidence  to  make  a 
move.” 

The  name  of  lesbian  anti-war 
activist  Susan  Saxe  spiced  up  early 
press  accounts  of  the  raid.  Re¬ 
porters  quoted  an  employee  of  the 
state  police,  Edward  Decantur,  as 
saying,  “She  [Saxe]  is  the  ring¬ 
leader  of  this  thing.  We’ve  got  the 
evidence.” 

However,  at  a  press  conference 
later  that  day,  Trabucco,  Fair  and 
Agnes  said  that  they  knew  nothing 
about  the  statement,  but  would 
not  say  whether  Saxe  was  being  in¬ 
vestigated.  “We  do  not  want  to 
prejudice  our  case,”  Agnes  said. 

Howell  and  other  prisoners’ 
rights  activists  who  have  worked 
with  Saxe  angrily  denounced  De- 
cantur’s  statement  as  “absurd” 
and  called  the  officials  irres¬ 
ponsible  for  refusing  to  retract  it. 

Gertner  and  Greenblatt  said 
that,  when  they  were  allowed  into 
the  prison  the  next  day,  they 
observed  that  Saxe  and  sixothers 
had  been  moved  to  a  maximum 
security  cottage.  According  to 
Greenblatt,  Saxe  said  the  seven 
were  interrogated  without  being 
advised  of  their  right  to  remain 
silent,  and  confined  without  pen¬ 
cils,  paper,  books,  newspapers, 
televisions,  or  radios  for  over 
thirty  hours  while  the  prison  was 


searched. 

Greenblatt  said  that  her  clients 
told  her  that  nothing  was  found  in 
the  inmates’  rooms.  Agnes  said  he 
could  not  confirm  or  deny  these 
statements. 

Saxe,  whose  seven-year  sentence 
at  Framingham  is  coming  to  a 
close  this  spring,  was  instrumental 
in  the  founding  of  Con’puter  Sys¬ 
tems  and  Aid  to  Incarcerated 
Mothers,  which  are,  according  to 
Howell,  “the  only  constructive 
programs  for  inmates  at  Framing¬ 
ham.” 

“But  they  [the  programs]  make 
prison  officials  nervous  because 
they  were  started  by  prisoners  and 
[prison  officials]  don’t  have  con¬ 
trol  over  them,”  said  Howell. 

Howell  accused  the  officials 
who  directed  the  raid  of  attempt¬ 
ing  to  frame  Saxe. 

“I  just  can’t  conceive  of  their 
believing  she’s  behind  this  [alleged 
drug  and  gaming  ring] — if  there  is 
one,”  she  said. 

“The  government  is  seeing  a  lot 
of  leftists  as  terrorists  right  now,” 
she  continued,  referring  to  the 
FBI’s  linking  of  an  attempted  rob¬ 
bery  of  a  Brink’s  truck  in  Nyack, 
New  York  last  October  to  black 
separatist  organizations  and  the 
Weather  Underground. 

“But  I  don’t  think  they  are 
doing  this  because  they  see  her  as  a 
terrorist;  even  Holbrook  knows 
how  consistent  she  is  in  her  con¬ 
victions.  She  is  always  looking  to 
see  what  can  be  done  to  help 
women  do  more  for  themselves. 
Plus,  she  has  a  strong  anti-drug  at¬ 
titude.  She’s  totally  against  getting 
high.  This  has  even  been  a  problem 
for  her  sometimes  inside,  because 
it  separates  her  from  other  women 
there  who  get  by  getting  high.” 

“Project  Upper  Crust,”  named 
after  the  lounge  in  the  Sheraton 
Tower  Hotel  in  Framingham 
where  officials  met  to  plan  the 
raid,  resulted  in  the  arrest  of  five 
persons  in  the  Boston  metro¬ 
politan  area  on  the  day  of  the  raid. 
Officials  seized  from  the  five 
275  bags  of  a  substance  believed  to 
be  heroin,  two  guns,  almost 
SI 0,000  in  cash  and  two  auto¬ 
mobiles.  The  arrests  and  confis¬ 
cations  “are  related  to  activities  in¬ 
volving  some  inmates  at  M.C.I. 
Framingham,”  said  Fair. 

Abortion  Bill 

Continued  from  pages 
policy  objective  there  was  to  get  at 
least  some  parental  consent.” 

According  to  Connie  McKenna 
of  Catholics  for  Free  Choice,  op¬ 
position  to  abortion  among  Cath¬ 
olics  and  Protestants  has  histori¬ 
cally  been  an  expression  of  anti- 
sexual  sentiment.  Cunningham 
disagrees  that  this  is  the  case  to¬ 
day.  “People  who  are  pro-life 
believe  there  are  moral  absolutes 
with  regard  to  sexuality,  a  healthy 
self-restraint.  He  doesn’t  just  go 
out  and  make  it  with  every  object 
that  crosses  his  path.” 

Do  his  anti-abortion  colleagues 
also  oppose  legislation  protecting 
lesbians  and  gay  men  from  dis¬ 
crimination? 

“Yes,  there  is  probably  a  com¬ 
monality. .  .  .  People  who  are  pro¬ 
life  tend  to  have  more  traditional 
philosophical  views  of  the  kinds  of 
powers  that  gays  should  have  to 
force  non-gays  into  association 
with  them. 

“Political  conservatives  tend  to 
be  fundamentalists,”  he  contin¬ 
ued,  “and  tend  to  take  a  negative 
view  of  homosexuality  from  a 
moral  point  of  view.  But  it  would 
be  a  mistake  to  see  us  all  as  having 
only  a  right-wing  red-neck  sensi¬ 
bility.” 

Cunningham  said  he  opposes 
lesbian  and  gay  legislation  not 
because  of  any  moral  judgement 
he  makes  against  it,  but  because 
“you  can’t  confer  rights  to  gays 
without  taking  rights  away  from 
people  who  are  straight. 

—  filed  from  Boston 
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Gay  and  Draftable? 


Prepared  by  attorney  Joseph 
Schuman  for  the  National 
Lawyer’s  Guild  Military  Law  Task 
Force  and  the  Midwest  Committee 
on  Military  Counseling 

I’m  gay.  Do  I  have  to  register? 

Yes  and  no. 

Registration  is  different  from 
being  drafte  d .  The  law  nowrequires 
all  men  —  including  some  non-citi¬ 
zens  —  to  register  if  they  are  the 
right  age.  But  if  there  is  a  draft,  it 
will  only  reach  a  small  percentage 
of  the  people  who  register.  Being 
gay  may  keep  you  from  being 
drafted,  but  it  does  not  mean  that 
you  are  not  supposed  to  register. 
Willful  failure  to  register  is  a  crime 
which  can  be  punished  with  a  fine 
of  up  to  $10,000  and  up  to  5  years 
in  prison. 

But  that  does  not  mean  that  you 
have  to  register.  Many  people  re¬ 
fuse  [ed.  note:  about  1  out  of  4 
according  to  Selective  Service]. 
Very  few  of  these  could  ever  serve 
prison  time.  You  should  find  out 
as  much  as  you  can,  and  think 
carefully,  before  you  decide  whe¬ 
ther  to  register. 

Mostly  you  need  the  same  infor¬ 
mation  as  everybody.  An  anti- 
draft  counselor  or  other  brochures 
can  help.  You  also  need  informa¬ 
tion  about  how  you  may  be  treated 
differently  as  a  gay  person.  That  is 
what  this  leaflet  is  about. 

I’ve  had  some  gay  experiences,  but 
think  I’m  straight  or  "bi.  ”  What 
about  me? 

Most  of  us  realize  that  “gay” 
and  “homosexual”  are  just  words. 
We  try  to  find  who  we  are  and  how 
we  feel  first,  and  then  choose  a 
word  to  describe  what  we  have 
found.  If  there  aren’t  any  words  to 
fit  just  right,  or  if  our  feelings 
change  with  time,  that’s  OK. 

The  draft  is  different.  They  have 
to  give  you  a  label  and  put  you  in  a 
box,  and  then  treat  you  according 
to  the  label  on  the  box.  There’s  no 
room  for  “maybe”  or  “partly.” 
You  have  to  be  in  one  box  or 
another;  you  either  are  homosex¬ 
ual  or  you  are  not.  For  them,  bi¬ 
sexuals  are. 

Indeed,  technically,  their  regu¬ 
lation  says  that  anybody  with  any 
homosexual  tendencies  cannot 
serve.  If  you  are  99%  straight  and 
1%  gay,  the  regulation  provides 
that  you  will  be  treated  the  same  as 
if  you  were  100%  gay  your  whole 
life.  So  far  as  they’re  concerned,  if 
you  have  had  even  one  gay  experi¬ 
ence,  you’re  gay  —  unless  it  was 
just  one  freak  experience  and  both 
you  and  they  are  convinced  it  will 
never  happen  again.  Even  if  you 
have  never  had  any  gay  experi¬ 
ences  at  all,  their  regulation  says 
you  are  gay  if  you  want  to.  It  all 
comes  in  their  broad  definition  of 
“homosexuality,”  and,  they  say, 
“Homosexuality  is  incompatible 
with  military  service.”  DoD  Direc¬ 
tive  1332.14. 

If  I  register,  what  happens  next? 

They  will  send  you  a  letter  to 
acknowledge  that  you  registered. 
Keep  it  —  it’s  proof  that  you  regis¬ 
tered.  You  won’t  get  a  “draft 
card.”  According  to  current  regu¬ 
lations,  nothing  else  will  happen 
until  you  get  an  order  to  report  for 


induction.  The  order  will  tell  you 
to  report  for  a  physical  in  about  a 
week.  You  have  this  week  to  tell 
the  government  anything  that 
might  get  you  out.  If  you  do  not 
tell  them  anything,  and  if  you  pass 
the  physical,  you  are  supposed  to 
enter  the  military  then  and  there. 

What  wilt  happen  at  the  physical? 

They  will  probably  ask  you  if 
you  are  gay.  There  may  be  a  form 
asking  if  you  have  “homosexual 
tendencies.”  More  likely,  a  doctor 
will  ask  you  a  similar  question.  If 
you  check  “yes”  on  the  form,  tell 
the  doctor  you  are  gay,  or  bring  in 
other  evidence,  you  will  probably 
talk  to  a  psychiatrist  who  will  have 
to  decide. 


How  can  they  tell  if  I’m  really  gay? 

They  can’t.  A  psychiatrist  can¬ 
not  tell  if  you  are  gay  with  a  simple 
test  like  taking  your  temperature. 
In  the  past,  some  doctors  have 
tried  to  find  out  the  truth  by  ask¬ 
ing  detailed  questions  about  local 
gay  bars.  Of  course  that  doesn’t 
work.  Some  people  think  that  gays 
who  want  out  of  the  draft  should 
bring  evidence  to  help  them,  but 
some  other  people  disagree. 

Why  do  some  people  think  I 
shouldn ’t  bring  evidence? 

One  reason  is  solidarity  with 
people  who  don’t  have  evidence.  If 
lots  of  gay  people  bring  evidence, 
the  government  may  stop  believing 
people  without  evidence.  That 
would  be  unfair  to  people  who 
can’t  afford  doctors,  people  who 
weren’t  lucky  enough  to  get  this 
leaflet  or  other  counseling,  and 
people  who  are  gay  but  haven’t 
said  anything  about  it,  and  there¬ 


fore  can’t  get  any  evidence. 

Besides,  you  shouldn’t  have  to 
have  evidence.  If  you  say  you’re 
gay  that  should  be  good  enough. 
That’s  really  the  best  evidence 
there  can  be! 

Finally,  many  counselors  report 
that  evidence  isn’t  necessary.  They 
believe  that  no  gay  person  who  is 
clear  about  his  or  her  homosexual 
feelings,  who  is  willing  to  fight  for 
his  or  her  rights,  and  who  has  the 
support  of  an  anti-draft  counselor 
will  be  drafted. 

Why  do  some  people  think  I 
should  bring  evidence? 

It  will  certainly  be  difficult  and 
might  be  impossible  to  appeal  the 
psychiatrist’s  decision.  So  the 


safest  course  is  to  do  everything 
you  can  to  make  sure  they  get  it 
right  the  first  time.  You  may  not 
want  to  make  a  political  statement 
or  get  involved  in  a  legal  contro¬ 
versy.  And  you  can  get  evidence  — 
even  a  doctor’s  letter  —  without 
admitting  that  being  gay  is  sick. 

If  I  do  get  evidence,  what  kinds 
should  I  get? 

The  evidence  the  government 
likes  best  is  a  letter  from  a  psychia¬ 
trist.  Many  gay  people  feel  that 
using  this  kind  of  “evidence”  rein¬ 
forces  the  idea  that  being  gay  is 
sick.  Another  kind  of  evidence  is 
letters  from  people  who  know  you, 
saying  that  you  have  been  openly 
gay  for  some  time  or  that  you  have 
talked  about  being  gay,  or  that  you 
have  been  active  in  gay  groups. 
You  could  bring  a  letter  from  your 
doctor  saying  you  get  oral  or  rectal 
VD  tests  —  especially  if  they  have 
been  positive!  And  of  course, 
some  people  have  brought  letters 
from  somebody  they  have  dated. 


Can  I  get  in  trouble  by  getting  evi¬ 
dence? 

Not  if  you  follow  a  few  simple 
rules: 

1.  Don’t  send  pictures! 

2.  Don’t  admit  illegal  acts. 
Some  homosexual  acts  are  illegal 
in  some  states,  but  there  are  some 
homosexual  acts  you  may  have 
tried  which  are  legal  everywhere. 
Besides,  you  can  be  vague  or  gen¬ 
eral.  Use  your  imagination,  but  be 
careful  —  and  be  sure  to  talk  to  a 
qualified  counselor. 

3.  If  you  and  your  counselor 
decide  to  admit  illegal  acts,  do  not 
mention  dates,  places,  or  other 
people’s  names. 

4.  Bring  your  evidence  to  a 
counselor  BEFORE  you  turn  it  in 
to  the  government. 


Will  I  be  treated  badly  at  the 
exam? 

Maybe.  The  draft  physical  takes 
place  at  an  Army  office,  and  in  the 
past  some  gay  people  have  been 
harassed  and  humiliated.  Ask  your 
counselor  if  this  has  happened 
recently  near  you.  If  it  happens  to 
you,  or  if  you  see  it  happen  to 
somebody,  be  sure  to  report  it  to 
an  anti-draft  counselor  or  lawyer 
right  away  so  the  bad  treatment 
can  be  stopped  immediately.  Write 
down  names  of  harassers,  wit¬ 
nesses  and  victims. 

Who  will  find  out  if  I  get  out  of  the 
draft  for  being  gay? 

Probably  nobody.  Your  draft 
records  are  supposed  to  be  secret. 
Almost  nobody  is  allowed  to  see 
them  without  your  permission. 
This  includes  your  parents  and 
employers.  The  law  provides  for  a 
prison  term  of  up  to  5  years  for 
anybody  who  lets  somebody  see 
your  draft  records  when  they 


shouldn’t. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  are 
loopholes,  and  the  law  is  some¬ 
times  broken.  It  is  possible  that 
there  may  be  trouble  later,  particu¬ 
larly  if  you  decide  on  a  career  in 
lhe  military,  a  civilian  job  requir¬ 
ing  a  security  clearance,  teaching, 
law  enforcement,  or  politics.  (You 
should,  though,  ask  yourself  if 
you  really  want  such  a  career,  if  it 
means  you  have  to  keep  your  gay¬ 
ness  secret  and  always  risk  discov¬ 
ery.)  This  is  one  reason  you  should 
know  about  the  other  possible 
choices  like  resistance,  deferment, 
and  conscientious  objection. 

What  if  I  let  myself  be  drafted? 

Most  lesbians  and  gay  men  who 
go  into  the  military  are  never  dis¬ 
covered  and  receive  honorable  dis¬ 
charges.  Those  who  are  discovered 
usually  receive  honorable  dis¬ 
charges,  too,  but  are  not  allowed 
to  serve  out  their  term.  Getting 
kicked  out  is  no  fun,  even  if  you 
get  an  honorable  discharge.  Some¬ 
times,  too,  gay  people  in  the  mili¬ 
tary  are  beaten  up,  humiliated  or 
harassed.  Finally,  even  though 
they  are  not  usually  enforced, 
there  are  military  laws  against  ly¬ 
ing  by  saying  that  you  do  not  have 
homosexual  tendencies  if  you 
know  you  do,  and  against  most 
kinds  of  gay  acts.  The  laws  against 
gay  sexual  acts  may  apply  even  on 
weekends,  off  base,  off  duty,  and 
out  of  uniform. 

What  can  I  do  now? 

1.  Talk  to  a  qualified  draft 
counselor.  You  should  think 
about  all  of  your  choices,  not  just 
how  being  gay  will  affect  you.  A 
good  anti-draft  counselor  will  tell 
you  about  other  choices,  besides 
letting  yourself  be  drafted  or  get¬ 
ting  out  for  being  gay.  Ask  about 
resistance,  deferments,  exemp¬ 
tions,  and  conscientious  objec¬ 
tion.  One  of  these  other  choices 
may  be  better  for  you  than  getting 
out  for  being  gay. 

2.  Think  about  evidence.  If  you 
want  to  get  out  for  being  gay,  you 
can  decide  now  if  you  want  to 
gather  evidence.  If  you  do,  you 
can  start  getting  some  now.  After  a 
draft  notice  is  mailed,  you  will 
have  only  ten  days  (probably  only 
seven  days  by  the  time  you  read  it). 
If  you  gather  evidence  now,  you 
can  show  it  to  a  counselor  and 
have  plenty  of  time  to  work  every¬ 
thing  out  right.  Rememberthatyou 
might  not  ever  be  drafted,  so  it 
probably  does  not  make  sense  to 
spend  money  for  a  special  psychia¬ 
tric  evaluation  or  to  send  any  evi¬ 
dence  in  advance.  Be  sure  to  talk 
to  an  anti-draft  counselor  before 
doing  anything  like  that. 

3.  Work  to  end  registration  and 
prevent  a  draft.  If  they  don’t  draft 
anybody,  then  they  won’t  draft 
you.  Besides,  if  you  shouldn’t  be 
drafted,  neither  should  anybody 
else.  Right  now  is  a  good  time  to 
get  involved  in  the  anti-draft 
movement. 

For  more  information  contact: 
Mass  Open  Resistance,  343  ‘A 
Broadway,  Cambridge,  MA  02139 
617-354-7885 


□  3  years  (150  issues) 

$62.00 

□  2  years  (100  issues) 

$43.50 

□  1  year  (50  issues) 

$25.00 

□  25  weeks 
$15.00  regular 
$10.00  low  income 
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by  Cindy  Patton 

On  a  cold,  raining  day 
earlier  this  winter  I  rode  my 
bike  through  the  potholes  of 
Somerville  to  New  Words 
Bookstore.  After  several 
mishaps  and  scheduling  pro¬ 
blems,  the  responsibility  for 
interviewing  Elly  Bulkin 
had  fallen  on  me.  I  knew  El¬ 
ly  only  by  reputation,  and 
from  attending  some  of  the 
same  workshops  at 
American  Writer’s  Congress 
in  New  York  last  October.  A 
founding  editor  of  Condi¬ 
tions,  a  lesbian  literary 
quarterly;  editor  of  the  Les¬ 
bian  Poetry  Anthology 
(Persephone  Press,  Inc., 
1981);  and  in  Boston  at  that 
time  to  promote  her  new 
Lesbian  Fiction  Anthology 
(Persephone  Press,  Inc., 
1981),  I  associated'Elly  with 
lesbian  literature,  an  area 
that  I  am  less  conversant 
with  than  film  or  politics. 

Elly  and  I  huddled  in  the 
cold  basement  of  New 
Words  —  an  onlooker  would 
have  thought  the  black  box 
between  us  was  a  heater 
rather  than  a  tape  recorder. 
I  apologized  for  wanting  to 
discuss  politics  with  so¬ 
meone  of  such  stature  in  the 
literary  arts.  To  my  relief 
and  pleasure,  I  found  that 
with  Elly  Bulkin,  one  can't 


pressed  view  of  experience, 

and  when  it  is  very  good,  it 
picks  up  a  tremendous 
amount  of  complexity. 

Second,  I  don’t  think 
enough  attention  has  been 
paid  to  the  issues  of  class 
and  economics  in  terms  of 
what  women  are  able  to 
write.  Audre  Lorde  has  talk¬ 
ed  about  how,  because  of 
economic  factors,  poetry  has 
been  much  more  accessible 
for  working  class  women 
and  women  of  color  to  write. 
That  also  affects  who  writes 
the  novel  versus  who  is  able 
to  write  short  fiction.  There 
are  going  to  be  a  tremendous 
number  of  women  who  are 
never  going  to  have  the  time 
to  write  a  novel  because  you 
need  an  extended  period  of 
time  and  concentration,  and 
in  most  cases,  that 
translates  into  economic 
terms. 

If  we  continue  to  say  that 
our  real  fiction  is  our  novels 
and  the  other  stuff  doesn't 
matter,  then  we’re  closing 
ourselves  off  from  the  ex¬ 
perience  of  a  lot  of  women 
who  we  reallyneed  to  hear, 
but  who  might  never  write  a 
novel,  or  might  not  write  one 
for  ten  years. 

Cindy:  Is  there  a  consumer 
side  to  that  in  terms  of  what 


the  important  things  about 

Kitchen  Table,  where  the 
editors  and  writers  will  all 
be  women  of  color  from  dif¬ 
ferent  backgrounds.  (Kit¬ 
chen  Table:  Women  of  Color 
Press,  Box  592  Van  Brunt 
Station,  Brooklyn,  NY 
11215). 

In  my  own  work,  I  might 
be  more  reflective  about  giv¬ 
ing  a  certain  type  of 
criticism  to  someone  who  is 
from  a  different  background 
from  my  own.  I’d  ask 
myself,  is  this  a  valid 
criticism,  or  is  this 
something  which  reflects  my 
own  bias  and  limitations?  Is 
this  a  type  of  language 
which  I  am  not  used  to  on  a 
daily  basis,  but  which  comes 
from  an  experience  which  is 
different  than  mine  and  has 
a  richness?  In  the  end,  I 
think  the  woman  who  is 
writing  has  to  make  the  final 
decisions.  The  editor  can 
make  suggestions,  but  the 
writer  is  the  expert  on  what 
she  wants  to  say. 

There  is  no  completely 
satisfactory  way  to  solve 
this  problem,  except  for 
those  of  us  who  have  worked 
as  editors  to  support  those 
ventures  done  by  women  of 
color.  I  try  to  enter  into 
dialogue  with  a  writer  with  a 
very  clear  sense  of  what  my 


fact  the  writer  started  with 
one,  which  isn’t  always  true. 
The  further  away  one  gets 
from  the  responsibilities  to 
that  community,  the  more 
there  is  a  sense  that 
criticism  doesn't  have  to  ap¬ 
ply  to  me  -  the  New  York 
Times  liked  it. 

Cindy:  How  do  we  deal  with 
the  “whiting  out’’  of  lesbian 
literary  history  from  a 
critical  standpoint?  Lillian 
Faderman’s  book,  Surpass¬ 
ing  the  Love  of  Men,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  received  almost 
universal  acceptance  in  the 
feminist  press,  with  a  few 
exceptions.  Yet,  I  think  the 
book  is  very  racist;  by 
neglect,  and  makes  a  lot  of 
traditional  assumptions 
about  literature  that 
preclude  the  possibility  of 
researching  the  work  of  les¬ 
bians  of  color  and  from  poor 
backgrounds. 

Elly:  Partly  I  see  this  as  a 
whole  problem  with  feminist 
criticism.  I  think  there  is  a 
tremendous  reluctance  on 
the  part  of  feminists,  and 
maybe  specifically  lesbian 
feminists,  to  do  any  serious 
criticism.  On  some  level 
there's  a  feeling  that  we  just 
want  to  be  supportive. 
“Thank  god  that  someone  is 


The  short  story  needs  to  be  recognized  as  a  serious  form  of 
expression.  It  is  a  compressed  view  of  experience,  and  when  it 
is  very  good,  it  picks  up  a  tremendous  amount  of  complexity. 


discuss  literature  without 
discussing  politics.  We  trad¬ 
ed  stories  and  reflections  on 
the  Writer’s  Congress,  the 
problems  of  editing  and 
writing  feminist  criticism, 
and  the  state  of  the  women’s 
movement  in  general.  What 
follows  is  part  of  that  con¬ 
versation. 

Cindy:  You  see  to  make  a 
distinction  between  “the 
novel”  and  “fiction”  which 
fits  into  your  analysis  of  pro¬ 
blems  with  the  traditional 
ways  of  getting  published. 

Elly:  Historically,  in  every 
area  and  every  group,  the 
novel  has  been  taken 
seriously  as  fiction.  There 
have  been  some  short  story 
writers  who’ve  snuck 
through  with  perserverence 
and  luck,  as  well  as  skill. 
Because  most  of  them  were 
white  and  middle  class,  they 
have  gotten  recognized  as 
“real  writers  of  fiction”  even 
though  they  were  writing 
short  stories.  The  devalua¬ 
tion  of  the  short  story  —  the 
idea  that  it  is  an  apprentice 
piece  that  the  writer  will  do 
until  she  can  do  the  real 
thing,  which  is  a  novel  —  is 
not  particular  to  our  com¬ 
munity,  but  has  very  long 
historical  roots. 

There  are  a  number  of  pro¬ 
blems  with  that;  we  get  a 
very  narrow  view  of  what 
our  fictional  heritage  and 
our  current  fiction  is.  As  far 
as  we  know,  there  wasn't  a 
novel  written  by  a  lesbian  of 
color,  that  was  published, 
until  1974,  with  Loving  Her, 
by  Ann  Allen  Shockley.  If 
we’re  going  to  look  for  work 
that  is  representative  of  the 
diversity  of  our  community, 
it’s  going  to  be  extremely 
difficult  to  find. 

There  are  at  least  two 
issues  involved.  One  is  that 
the  short  story  needs  to  be 
recognized  as  a  serious  form 
of  expression.  It  is  a  com- 


lesbian  fiction  we  read? 
Maybe  we  need  to  re-eval¬ 
uate  the  role  we  want  these 
pieces  to  play  in  our  lives. 

Elly:  We’ve  all  been  taught 
that  the  novel  is  more  impor¬ 
tant  than  the  short  story,  so 
when  a  novel  comes  out,  it  is 
more  likely  to  sell.  There 
have  been  short  story  collec¬ 
tions  recently  that  have, 
done  quite  well,  but  there  is 
a  general  feeling  among 
publishers  that  short  stories 
don’t  sell.  This  raises  the 
larger  issue  of  publishers: 
there  aren’t  enough  lesbian 
publishers.  No  matter  what 
kind  of  writing  she  is  doing, 
the  chances  of  a  lesbian  be¬ 
ing  published  are  relatively 
small.  It’s  a  question  of 
economics.  On  the  other 
hand,  it’s  easier  to  get  a 
short  story  published, 
because  there  are  a  range  of 
lesbian  publications  which 
can  publish  three  or  six  or 
seven  short  stories  in  each 
issue. 

Cindy:  Then  why  do  an  an¬ 
thology  of  short  fiction? 

Elly:  The  short  stories  that 
get  published  in  periodicals 
have  a  very  short  life.  Most 
of  the  early  issues  of  the 
feminist  and  lesbian  publica¬ 
tions  are  out  of  print.  At  this 
stage  in  our  history,  a  collec¬ 
tion  of  short  stories  offers  a 
range  of  experience  that  the 
novel  just  doesn’t. 

Cindy:  How  do  you  work 
with  different  kinds  of 
writers  -  people  with  dif¬ 
ferent  backgrounds  with 
writing,  different  or  no  ex¬ 
periences  of  going  through 
the  publishing  process? 

Elly:  That’s  a  very  difficult 
issue.  Ultimately,  there 
needs  to  be  more  editing 
done  by  women  of  color,  and 
women  with  a  whole  range  of 
experiences.  That  is  one  of 


limitations  are.  There  have 
been  times  when  I’ve  worked 
with  women  of  color  and 
they  have  said,  “Well,  you 
just  don't  understand  this,” 
and  I’ve  had  to  accept  that. 

Cindy:  What  about  women 
who  publish  with  the  com¬ 
mercial  press?  One  of  the 
problems  may  be  that 
women  writers  are  being 
edited  by  men  who  have  no 
understanding  or  concern 
for  the  needs  of  the  women’s 
movement,  whereas  at  a 
feminist  or  lesbian  press,  the 
editing  board  comes  from 
the  community. 

Elly:  Well,  it  comes  from  one 
part  of  the  community.  But 
so  far,  only  a  small  group  of 
women  have  had  the  power 
to  determine  what  gets 
published. 

I  think  that  the  work  that 
gets  published  by  the  com¬ 
mercial  press  has  to  be  look¬ 
ed  at  very  skeptically.  We 
have  to  look  at  Some  Do  by 
Jane  DeLynn,  or  Frog  Salad, 
by  Sally  George,  or  Who 
Was  That  Masked  Woman? 
by  Noretta  Koertge,  and  a 
whole  bunch  of  others,  and 
ask  ourselves,  what  is  it  in 
these  books  that  makes 
them  acceptable  to  a  com¬ 
mercial  publisher?  And  that 
is  in  addition  to  the  question 
of  what  it  does  to  our  com¬ 
munity  to  have  our  lives  por¬ 
trayed  in  that  particular 
way. 

I  think  that  there  are 
women  who  have  had  work 
published  in  the  commercial 
press  who  have  kept  rooted 
-  I  think  of  Adrienne  Rich 
and  Audre  Lorde,  as  two  ex¬ 
amples  and  I  could  probably 
think  of  more  if  I  took  the 
time.  But  I  do  feel  there  is 
something  about  publishing 
in  the  commercial  press  that 
makes  you  think,  “Well,  now 
I  am  really  making  it,  this  is 
the  real  thing.”  There  is  a 
question  of  losing  a  founda- 
tion  in  your  community,  if  in 


writing  about  something 
that  has  some  connection 
with  our  lives.” 

There  hasn’t  been  suffi¬ 
cient  discussion  about  the 
fact  that  you  can  be  critical 
of  the  work  that  someone 
has  done  without  totally 
wiping  them  out.  For  exam¬ 
ple,  in  Surpassing  the  Love 
of  Men,  there  is  a  tremen¬ 
dous  amount  of  information 

-  I  learned  a  hell  of  a  lot 
from  it,  and  was  able  to  find 
resources  that  I  could  use  in 
my  own  work.  But  women  of 
color  are  just  absolutely  in¬ 
visible.  You  could  read  this 
book  and  you  would  never 
know  that  lesbians  of  color 
ever  existed.  There  are 
similar  issues  around  class 

-  the  bias  is  clearly  toward, 
not  just  women  who  are 
white,  but  women  who  are 
middle-class.  Part  of  the  pro¬ 
blem  is  that  Faderman  says 
that  she  researched  the 
material  that  was  available, 
but  that  is  not  true.  At  the 
end  of  the  book,  she  refers  to 
lesbian  hobos,  but  she  never 
discusses  them.  J.  R. 
Roberts  wrote  a  really  im¬ 
portant  article  about  lesbian 
hobos  during  the  ’20s  and 
'30s  -  they  were  working 
class  women  who  were  just 
making  it  economically. 
Faderman  obviously  saw 
this  article,  but  somehow  it 
wasn’t  something  that  she 
wanted  to  talk  about.  That 
becomes  a  very  significant 
problem. 

Early  books,  like  Lesbian 
Images  by  Janice  Rule,  had 
exactly  the  same  bias,  but 
one  thing  which  has  to  be 
considered  is  that  Lesbian 
Images  was  published  in  ’75 
or  ’76.  I’m  not  saying  that  it 
was  fine  that  those  issues 
weren't  addressed,  but  there 
was  a  tremendous  amount  of 
writing  in  the  late  seventies 
by  and  about  lesbians  of  col¬ 
or,  published  after  Lesbian 
Images,  but  before  Fader- 
man's  book  came  out.  The 
omissions  are  overwhelm- 
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ing. 

Cindy:  If  you  could  write  a 
primer  on  writing  feminist 
criticism,  at  this  state  of  our 
consciousness,  what  would 
you  recommend? 

Elly:  Feminist  criticism,  at 
the  bottom,  must  be  suppor¬ 
tive  criticism.  When  the 
issues  are  very  large,  it 
becomes  harder  to  do  that.  I 
don’t'  see  much  point  in 
writing  a  review  that  only 
says  how  terrible  a  book  is 
and  how  it  should  never 
have  been  published.  It’s  im¬ 
portant  to  consider  what 
works  in  a  book,  but  there  is 
also  a  need  to  look  at  the 
limitations  of  the  book.  I 
don’t  think  there  has  ever 
been  a  book  written  which 
couldn’t  be  a  better  book.  No 
one  who  writes  or  edits  can 
see  everything,  or  be  aware 
of  all  the  issues,  or  have 
found  everything.  So  I  think 
that  the  critic  should  push 
the  writer  or  editor  and  say 
“This  is  good,  but  why  didn’t 
you  do  this,  or  consider 
that?" 

If  we  assume  that  serious 
criticism  is  a  bad  thing,  then 
we  are  very  reluctant  to  do  it 
to  somebody  else,  because, 
god  forbid,  they  might  do  it 
to  us.  But  if  we  have  a  dif¬ 
ferent  attitude,  that  we 


should  all  be  criticized,  that 
we  should  all  be  accountable 
for  what  we  are  doing,  and 
women  should  be  looking  at 
the  work  we’re  doing  and 
pushing  us  —  I  feel  like,  if 
I’d  never  been  pushed,  my 
consciousness  in  certain 
areas  would  be  back  where  it 
was  in  .1975.  And  that  would 
be  doing  me  a  very  great 
disservice.  So  it’s  a  question 
of  what  is  actually  helpful. 
Everyone  in  our  community 
needs  criticism.  We  can’t  af¬ 
ford  to  have  anyone  who  we 
see  as  being  above  criticism. 

Some  of  the  political 
issues  we've  been  discussing 
need  to  be  dealt  with  in  a 
more  comprehensive  way. 
When  white  reviewers 
review,  for  example,  The 
Coming  Out  Stories,  they 
say,  “Oh,  it  was  wonderful, 
all  our  fives  are  here,"  and 
then,  tucked  at  the  end  of 
the  review,  it  says,  “Well,  it 
should  have  had  more  by 
women  of  color.”  I  thinkit  is 
the  responsibility  of  the 
reviewer  —  as  well  as  the 
editor  of  the  review  -  to  say 
this  is  a  serious  issue.  And 
start  right  in  the  beginning 
of  the  review  saying  what  a 
distorted  picture  we  get 
about  our  lives.  The  point  is 
not,  in  Faderman’s  book,  for 
another  example,  that  she 
should  have  tacked  on 
another  chapter  about 
women  of  color,  or  talked 
about  Lorraine  Hansberry 
here,  or  Grimke  there.  But  if 
she  had  incorporated  women 
of  color,  poor  women,  and 
ethnic  women,  the  entire 
framework  of  the  book 
would  have  been  different; 
her  conclusions  would  have 
been  different.  The  attitudes 
that  she  sees  as  changing  in 
the  ’20s  weren’t  necessarily 
the  attitudes  of  people  who 
weren't  white  and  middle- 
class,  and  yet  you  don’t 
know  that. 

Cindy:  In  October,  we  were 
both  at  the  American 


Writers  Congress  in  new 
York,  and  we  both  attended 
the  panel  on  pornography. 
What  were  your  impres¬ 
sions? 

Elly:  I  found  the  whole  panel 
extremely  disturbing, 
because  of  the  issue  of  race. 
Why  is  it  -  it  seems  to  me, 
anyway  -  that  a  small 
group  of  white  women  have 
defined  pornography  as  the 
issue  that  needs  to  get  dealt 
with?  I  think  that  there 
needs  to  be  a  lot  more 
analysis  done  about  who  it  is 
that  is  defining  pornography 
as  the  pivotal  feminist  issue 
to  deal  with  now.  There  are  a 
tremendous  number  of 
issues  that  could  be  dealt 
with  now.  Certainly,  por¬ 
nography  is  an  issue,  and 
from  the  standpoint  of 
racism,  women  of  color  are 
horribly  and  abusively  por¬ 
trayed  in  some  por¬ 
nography.  But  I  think  that 
the  anti-pornography  move¬ 
ment  has  some  of  the  pro¬ 
blems  of  single  issue 
politics. 

One  of  the  criticisms  I 
have  is  about  the  way  the 
issue  of  pornography  is  rais¬ 
ed.  Yes,  I  think  pornography 
needs  to  get  discussed,  and 
yes,  I  think  that  the  ex¬ 
amples  that  Andrea 
Dworkin  included  in  her 


book  are  really  horrendous,  I 
have  nothing  good  to  say 
about  them.  But,  too  often, 
the  issues  are  not  put  within 
a  framework,  as  one  problem 
we  need  to  deal  with.  We 
also  need  to  deal  with  rape, 
and  battering,  and  police 
brutality,  and  nuclear 
weapons,  and  a  whole  range 
of  issues.  We  need  to  look  at 
pornography  in  terms  of 
what  connections  it  has  with 
other  issues,  and  in  terms  of 
how  organizing  can  be  done 
around  an  issue  so  that 
coalitions  can  be  establish¬ 
ed.  Rather  than  singling  it 
out  and  saying,  “This  is 
what  we  have  to  deal  with." 

One  of  the  things  that 
came  out  very  clearly  in  that 
panel  which  we  both  attend¬ 
ed  was  that  Amber 
Hollibaugh,  who  got  the  big¬ 
gest  hand  of  anyone,  as  far 
as  I  could  tell,  was  the  one 
woman  who  was  talking 
about  looking  at  our  sexuali¬ 
ty  as  women,  specifically  as 
lesbians,  in  a  positive  way 
and  reclaiming  and  trying  to 
understand  how  we  can  feel 
better  than  we’ve  been 
taught  to  feel  about  it.  To 
me,  that's  a  diametrically 
opposed  approach  to  looking 
at  sexuality  solely  within 
the  framework  of  por¬ 
nography,  solely  within  a 
framework  where  men  have 
defined  it.  I  think  we  need  to 
go  beyond  that  and  say, 
“Okay,  we  have  all  had  these 
messages,  and  they’ve  been 
terrible  and  we’ve  all  suf¬ 
fered  from  that.”  But  now, 
what  do  we  want  for 
ourselves  as  women  and  as 
lesbians  in  terms  of  our  own 
sexuality?  And  to  try  to  look 
at  it  that  way  then  try  to 
understand  something 
about  different  aspects  of 
the  erotic  which  haven't  real¬ 
ly  been  dealt  with  that 
much. 

In  a  lot  of  ways,  I  see  the 
other  argument  as  going 
back  to  what  was  happening 
in  the  late  sixties  -  which 


was  absolutely  essential  - 
which  was  looking  at  the 
way  that  we,  as  women, 
have  been  fucked  over.  But 
this  is  1982.  I  think  we  also 
have  to  start  looking  at 
what  our  positive  visions 
are,  what  directions  we  want 
to  go  in. 

Cindy:  What  kind  of  theory 
do  we  need  now?  What  kind 
of  analysis  should  we  be 
aiming  for? 

Elly:  What  I  see  as  a  central 
thread  in  the  early  seventies, 
among  white  women,  had  to 
do  with  the  similarities  in 
the  women.  What  I  see  as 
the  key  thing  happening  in 
the  last  few  years,  and  pick¬ 
ing  up  steam,  and  which  is 
very  clear  in  This  Bridge 
Called  My  Back  (Persephone 
Press,  Inc.,  1981)  -  and  the 
diversity  of  the  women  of 
color  in  that  book  is 
something  that  is  terrifically 
important  -  is  an  examina¬ 
tion  of  difference.  And  that 
is  something  that  I  wanted 
in  the  two  anthologies  I  did 
( Lesbian  Poetry  and  Lesbian 
Fiction:  also  Persephone 
Press,  Inc.,  1981).  I  wanted 
women  who  were  coming 
from  different  places,  dif¬ 
ferent  backgrounds,  dif¬ 
ferent  writing  voices.  I  feel 
like  that  is  reflective  of  what 


I  see  as  happening  in  the 
movement,  and  which  I 
think  will  have  its  effect  on 
theory.  There  will  be  a  focus 
on  or  an  acknowledgement 
of  difference,  which  Audre 
Lorde,  for  one,  has  talked 
about  for  years.  And  an 
evaluation  of  those  dif¬ 
ferences  in  such  a  way  that 
we  don't  have  to  deny  where 
we  came  from  and  we  can 
look  at  our  roots  -  class, 
ethnic,  racial,  regional,  or 
whatever  -  and  work  from 
those  as  a  solid  base.  We 
have  had  a  tendency  to  try 
and  obliterate  our  dif¬ 
ferences. 

I  think  that  the  theory 
that  will  come  from  that  is 
theory  that  will  recognize 
differences,  that  will  say  we 
are  all  oppressed  as  women 

—  and  there  is  no  question 
about  that  -  but  we  are  op¬ 
pressed  in  different  ways, 
and  in  different  degrees. 

We  don't  need  to  look  for 
the  “primary  oppression."  A 
poor  woman  of  color,  who’s  a 
dyke,  on  one  day  might  be 
fucked  over  because  she’s 
latina,  on  another  day 
because  she  didn’t  go  to  col¬ 
lege,  and  on  another  day 
because  she's  a  dyke.  How 
do  you  come  out  of  that  and 
say,  “Well,  this  is  the  real 
thing,  and  everything  else 
flows  from  that?” 

Cindy:  How  do  we  get  to 
that  theory,  and  also  incor¬ 
porate  into  it  a  way  of  deal¬ 
ing  with  each  other  on  a  per¬ 
sonal  level?  That  tool  seems 
to  have  been  markedly  ab¬ 
sent. 

Elly:  Some  of  it  has  to  go 
back  to  consciousness- 
raising.  Not  as  we  did  it  in 
the  early  seventies  -  as 
women  getting  together  and 
talking  about  being  women 

-  but  talking  about  how 
other  women  might  be  dif¬ 
ferent  from  us.  Talk  about 
age,  disability,  the  biases  we 
might  have  because  of  that, 


and  class,  and  race,  and  so 
on.  And  build  some  kind  of 
solid  base  in  terms  of  that.  I 
feel  like  there  hasn't  been 
enough  self-exploration  of 
those  things.  There’s  been 
too  much  pressure  to  be 
“politically  correct,”  which 
sometimes  comes  out  of  a 
false  consciousness  —  we 
may  be  freaked  out  but  we 
think  we're  managing  to  pull 
off  the  right  thing. 

I  don’t  feel  that  we’re 
responsible  for  the  things 
we’ve  been  taught,  but  we 
are  responsible  for  making 
changes.  I  would  never  sug¬ 
gest  that  people  start 
consciousness-raising  in  any 
kind  of  way  that  stopped 
political  activism  -  like,  in 
fifteen  years,  when  I  stop  be¬ 
ing  racist,  I’ll  see  you  at  an 
anti-Klan  rally.  I  think  that 
they  have  to  go  hand  in 
hand.  We  have  to  be  active 
before  we  have  it  all 
together,  and  recognize  that 
we  re  never  going  to  have  it 
all  together. 

Cindy:  And  I  think  we  need 
to  trust  ourselves  to  make 
mistakes. 

We  probably  would  have 
gone  on  much  longer,  but 
women  were  beginning  to 
take  their  seats  for  Elly’s 


talk  on  the  directions  of  les¬ 
bian  fiction  for  the  ’80s.  In 
that  talk,  she  discussed 
some  of  the  responsibilities 
of  lesbian  fiction  writers  — 
the  need  to  stop  being  super¬ 
ficially  “politically  correct” 
by  including  women  who  are 
“different"  but  who  do  not  in 
reality  look  or  act  like  the 
real  women  they  are  intend¬ 
ed  to  represent;  the  need  to 
have  characters  within  a 
piece  take  the  issues  of  race, 
class,  age,  and  other  dif¬ 
ferences  seriously,  rather 
than  merely  including 
gratuitous  descriptions  that 
don’t  reveal  the  depth  of  the 
issues  that  exist  in  real  peo¬ 
ple’s  lives;  and  the  need  to 
grapple  with  issues  of  pre¬ 
judice  within  books,  not  just 
jump  past  it  and  create 
“perfect”  characters. 

Lesbian  writers  can  help 
direct  our  consciousness  if 
they  broaden  the  range  of 
characters  they  use  by  really 
learning  about  women  who 
are  different  than 
themselves,  not  by  way  of 
“research"  or  ripping-off 
other  women,  but  by  truly 
becoming  involved  with  a 
wider  range  of  women.  In 
this  way,  lesbian  fiction  may 
find  a  “more  organic  way  of 
fitting  people”  into  fiction. 
She  emphasized  that  if  we 
never  know  about  women 
other  than  those  just  like 
ourselves,  we  can  never 
write  fiction  that  reflects  the 
diversity  of  our  community. 
As  we  get  to  know  each 
other  better,  we  will 
generate  fiction  that  is 
honestly  more  inclusive. 
Some  of  our  day  to  day 
struggles  will  be  lifted  off 
the  backs  of  individuals  and 
we  will  take  collective 
responsibility  as  more 
voices  speak  to  our  many 
different  needs. 


Why  is  it— it  seems  to  me,  anyway— that  a  small  group  of 
white  women  have  defined  pornography  as  the  issue  that 
needs  to  get  dealt  with? 
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Gay  Japan:  Two  Views 


By  Pascale  Rucker 

Japan  ranks  as  one  of  the  top 
three  industrial  nations  in  the 
world.  Both  the  US  and  West 
Germany  have  had  militant  gay 
movements  in  this  century.  In 
Japan,  gay  life  is  less  obvious  and 
in  some  ways,  more  integrated 
into  the  culture.  These  differences 
relate  to  differences  in  the 
traditional  cultures  of  the  East 
and  West. 

The  following  is  an  interview 
with  two  gay  men  —  J,  a  34  year 
old  Japanese  man,  currently  living 
in  Tokyo,  and  Burt  Winther,  an 
American  who  lived  in  Kyoto  for 
two  years  —  which  provides  two 
outlooks  on  gay  life  in  “The  Land 
of  the  Rising  Sun.” 

GCN:  Is  the  sense  of  family  very 
important  in  Japan? 

Burt:  It  is  somewhat  more  binding 
in  Japan  than  it  is  here.  Once  peo¬ 
ple  get  married  in  Japan,  it  is  for 
life.  Divorce  is  less  common  than 
in  the  US.  People  are  under  pres¬ 
sure  to  get  married.  Marriage 
seems  to  be  the  “passport”  to  enter 
society,  and  the  primary  condition 
to  fit  its  requirements.  Even  gay 
people  feel  a  lot  of  pressure  to  get 
married  in  Japan.  It  is  very 
difficult  for  a  man  to  remain  a 
“confirmed  bachelor.”  If  you’re 
not  married,  people  around  you 
such  as  your  co-workers  will  feel 
very  concerned  about  your 
situation  and  will  start  showing 
you  pictures  of  women  that  you 
might  want  to  marry.  It  seems  that 
society  dictates  that  a  man’s 
ultimate  well-being  is  in  taking  a 
wife  and  creating  a  family. 

J:  Yes,  I  think  it  is  very  important. 
Probably  more  than  it  is  in  the 
US,  although  the  conception  of 
the  family  is  a  little  different  from 
the  traditional  one.  City  life  has 
certainly  had  an  impact  on  the 
conception  of  the  family.  The 
notion  of  “ie”  house  in  Japanese, 
including  the  idea  that  it  shelters 
everybody  from  grand-parents  to 
grandchildren,  cannot  exist  in  big 
cities  where  people  live  in  very 
small  apartments.  The  notion  of 


respect  for  the  teaching  and  wis¬ 
dom  of  the  elders  flies  away. 
GCN:  How  do  Japanese  families 
react  to  having  a  lesbian  daughter 
of  a  gay  son? 

Burt:  I  never  met  anybody  that 
came  out  to  his  parents  in  Japan. 
J:  The  reaction  of  families  in  such 
a  situation  is  to  feign  ignorance  — 
the  ostrich  policy.  Even  if  they  are 
aware  of  the  situation,  they  live  by 
it,  but  not  with  it.  And  if  they  are 
wise  enough,  they  don’t  let  anyone 
else  find  out  about  it.  And  of 
course,  they  want  their  son  or 
daughter  to  get  married  so  that 
they  fit  the  norms  dictated  by 
society  and  so  that  no  suspicion  of 
any  kind  can  be  raised. 

My  parents  would  like  me  to  get 
married,  but  I  don’t  think  I  will. 
One  year  ago,  I  told  my  mother 
that  I  was  gay.  She  did  not  say 
anything,  but  sometimes  she  gives 
me  hints  which  is  worse  in  some 
ways. 

GCN:  Do  gays  succumb  to  hetero¬ 
sexual  marriage  because  of  social 
pressures? 

J:  If  a  man  works  in  a  company,  it 
is  considered  obligatory  for  him  to 
get  married.  Even  gay  people  suc¬ 
cumb  to  heterosexual  marriage, 
especially  if  they  want  to  reach  a 
certain  position  in  the  social 
hierarchy. 

GCN:  Is  this  the  reason  why  you 
don’t  work  in  a  company? 

J:  Yes,  maybe  so. 

GCN:  Do  you  feel  that  there  is  a 
general  pre-conception  among  the 
establishment  that  gays  are  “ab¬ 
normal”  and  outsiders? 

Burt:  It  depends.  Even  if  at  first 
there  is  a  hostile  look,  lots  of  ele¬ 
ments  of  being  gay  are  accepted 
by  Japanese  society.  As  long  as 
you  seem  to  carry  on  a  “normal” 
life,  get  married,  etc.,  than  you 
won’t  be  ostracized.  As  long  as 
you  give  the  impression  of  fitting 
the  norms  you  can  do  whatever 
you  want.  This  notion  of  hidden 
freedom  is  alien  to  Westerners, 
but  very  familiar  to  Asians.  To 
some  extent  the  Japanese  society 
is  very  premissive,  intimacy  be¬ 


tween  men  is  more  permissible 
than  it  is  in  the  US. 

J:  I  think  that  people  consider  any 
gay  relationship  to  be 
“abnormal.”  But  what  is  amazing 
is  that  traditionally  bisexuality  is 
very  well  accepted.  In  the  Edo 
Period,  male  prostitutes  were 
available  for  both  men  and 
women.  Bisexual  people  usually 
get  married,  but  don’t  “come  out” 
to  their  spouse. 

GCN:  But  you  can’t  have  a 
relationship  based  on  confidence 
if  you  don’t  come  out  to  your 
wife.  .  .  . 

J:  No,  I  don’t  agree.  For  a  Japan¬ 
ese  person,  creating  a  close  family 
does  not  mean  that  you  have  to 
show  the  innermost  recesses  of 
your  heart! 

Burt:  Japnese  marriage  can  be 
almost  impersonal  sometimes.  As 
long  as  everyone  fullfills  their  role 
—  the  man  making  enough  money 
to  support  the  family,  and  the 
women  making  it  possible  to  run 
the  house  —  personal  matters  are 
sometimes  just  avoided.  Marriage 
is  more  socially-oriented  than  feel- 
ing-and-love-oriented,  and  can  be 
arranged,  even  today,  by  a  third 
party. 

GCN:  What  changes  have  taken 
place  in  the  gay  scene  within  the 
last  ten  years? 

Burt:  I  was  in  Japan  in  1978  and  I 
don’t  know  what  was  going  on  in 
the  gay  scene  before  that,  but  in 
Kyoto,  there  are  a  dozen  gay  bars. 
They  are  very  small  and  homey 
and  it’s  almost  like  going  into 
someone’s  living  room.  The  bar¬ 
tenders  are  very  personal  and  will 
remember  your  name  if  you  come 
regularly.  Often,  they  will  in¬ 
troduce  you  to  other  people. 

J:  I  think  there  has  been  very  little 
evolution,  especially  compared  to 
the  US.  However,  certain  celebri¬ 
ties  that  are  often  seen  on  tv  have 
come  out  as  gay  to  the  public,  and 
they  are  still  very  much  appreci¬ 
ated  and  popular.  I’m  particularly 
thinking  about  an  actress  who 
once  was  a  man.  People  appre¬ 
ciate  her  for  her  talent  and  don’t 


discriminate  against  her  because 
she  is  a  transexual. 

GCN:  Have  other  Japanese  gays 
come  out  publicly? 

Burt:  Compared  to  here,  very  few 
lead  openly  gay  lifestyles.  But 
there  are  publications  for  gay 
people. 

J:  Not  really.  The  direction  is  so 
different  in  Japan  compared  to 
the  US.  In  the  US,  people  not  only 
reveal  their  homosexuality,  but 
they  are  proud  of  it,  and  even 
fight  for  rights.  In  Japan,  I  think 
that  there  is  still  this  concept  that 
being  gay  is  something  somewhat 
shameful.  To  the  Japanese  mind, 
discretion  is  a  very  important 
quality  and  seems  to  be  the  right 
attitude  to  adopt  concerning  one’s 
personal  differences  from  other 
people.  In  Japan,  it  is  more  im¬ 
portant  to  conform  to  the  group 
values  than  to  develop  one’s  in¬ 
dividuality.  The  very  idea  of  fight¬ 
ing  for  gay  rights  seems  silly  to  a 
Japanese  person.  To  be  tolerated 
is  already  quite  a  big  thing. 
However,  there  are  some  gay  mag¬ 
azines,  Barazoku,  Sabu,  and 
A  DON. 

GCN:  Is  there  a  gay  movement  in 
Japan? 

Burt:  There  are  some  Japanese 
gays  who  are  conscious  of  their 
identity  and  they  congregate.  A  lot 
of  them  take  a  cue  from  the  Amer¬ 
ican  gay  movement.  But  I  doubt 
that  there  are  people  who  are 
clamoring  to  change  laws. 

GCN:  Is  there  a  feminist  move¬ 
ment  in  Japan? 

J:  Yes.  It  was  started,  I  believe, 
five  years  ago  and  is  essentially  ac¬ 
tive  in  cities  such  as  Tokyo,  Osaka, 
etc.  They  work  in  the  areas  of  law 
reform  and  try  to  develop 
women’s  capabilities.  In  addition, 
they  support  women’s  rights  and 
try  to  protect  oppressed  and  mal¬ 
treated  women. 

GCN:  Does  buddhism  condemn 
homosexuality? 

J:  Not  at  all.  During  the  Edo  Per¬ 
iod,  buddhist  monks  travelling 
and  asking  for  shelter  would  be 
Continued  on  Page  13 
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NOW  EQBM1NG 

Mass  Bay 

Counseling  Associates 

Dennis  ladarola  965-1311  Don  McGaw 

Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of: 

Neck  and  shoulder  pain  Headaches 
Low  back  pain  Bursitis 

Acute  and  chronic  musculoskeletal 
conditions  resulting  from  occupa¬ 
tional  stress  and  nervous  tension 

232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 

Evening  Appts.  Available 


BOSTON  AREA 
LESBIAN  and  GAY 
HISTORY  PROJECT 

Is  holding  an  open  house, 
new  members  welcome! 
Feb.  4,  1982,  7:30  pm 
Ellis  Memorial  Center 
44  Chandler  St. 

So.  End.  BOSTON 

INFOt  426-7351 


BOSTON 

Live  and/or  Work 

in  this  spectacular  triplex 
loft  near  South  Station. 
2600  Sq.  Ft.  of  elegantly 
renovated  space  includes 
deck.  It's  stunning!  Owner 
is  asking  $175,000  and  is 
eager  for  offers. 

Exclusive 

Nadine  Krasnow 
244-8228 


FisherTravel  367-3490 


hsher  Travel  Assoc 
Harry  A  hsher 
111  Chorles  Street 
Boston  MA  O?  I  Id 


AGENTS  FOR: 

Bermuda  Holidays 
Caribbean  Holidays 

Caribbean  Cruise 
One  Week  February  20 


Swans  Art  Treasure  Tours 
N.Y.  Theatre  Weekends 
Relais  et  Chateau  Hotels 


GARY  BUSECK  and 
STEPHEN  ANSOLABEHERE 

ATTORNEYS 


landlord/lease  problems 
wills/probate 
real  estate  transactions 
relationship  contracts 


income  tax 
criminal  &  civil  trials 
injury  claims 

partnerships/corporations 


FREE  INITIAL  CONSULTATION 

426-9244 

2  Park  Square,  Boston,  MA  02116 


FREE 

HEALTH  SEMINAR 

at 

BOSTON  EVENING 
MEDICAL  CENTER 

“ Sexually  Transmitted  Diseases” 
Saturday,  January  30,  1982 
2  to  4  P.M. 

314  Commonwealth  Ave.,  Boston 
Call  267-7171  for  Reservation 
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What’s  It  All  About,  Soldier  Girl? 


Soldier  Girls  at  the  Nickelodeon 
Produced  and  Directed  by  Nicho¬ 
las  Broomfield  and  Joan  Chur¬ 
chill.  First  Run  Features,  New 
York.  Featuring:  Privates  Tuten, 
Hall,  Johnson  and  Alves;  and 
Sergeant  Abing. 

Reviewed  by 
Andrea  F.  Loewenstein 

I  was  alternately  raging  and  in 
tears  as  I  watched  the  new  docu¬ 
mentary  Soldier  Girls.  The  young 
women,  who  are  going  through 
basic  training  at  Fort  Gorden, 
Georgia,  and  who  are  mostly  black 
and  look  about  eighteen  on  the 
average,  are  drilled  and  yelled  at 
and  intimidated  by  a  bunch  of 
white  men  soldiers  with  the  aid  of  a 
few  women  soldiers. 

They  crowd  a  girl  into  a  corner 
and  take  turnsTshouting  at  her, 
telling  her  she’s  despicable, 
and  not  a  member  of  the  human 
race.  They  catch  a  girl  smiling 
while  she’s  doing  the  assigned 
exercise,  and  make  her  do  push¬ 
ups  in  the  sun  until  she  sobs,  then 
tell  her,  “You  do  not  display  any 
emotion  in  this  army.”  “You’re 
the  type  that  irritates  people  just 
by  your  entire  presence”  they  tell 
another  girl.  “Haven’t  you  ever 
noticed  that  throughout  your  en¬ 
tire  life?”  The  words  themselves 
don’t  convey  the  particular  sadism 
of  the  situation;  these  men  seemed 
trained  in  bringing  women  to  their 
knees. 

The  girls,  for  the  most  part, 
have  a  sweetness  about  them,  as  if 
they  can’t  believe  what’s  happen¬ 
ing  to  them.  They  offer  each  other 
support  in  the  little  time  they’re 
given  to  do  it,  and  also  seem  to  be 
trying  to  figure  out  what  all  this  is 
about.  It’s  as  if  they’d  like  to  feel 
like  there’s  some  justification  for 


all  this  —  that  it’s  really  not  as 
crazy  as  it  seems. 

And  the  men  have  their  justifi¬ 
cation;  it’s  just  that  this  is  the  ar¬ 
my,  baby,  and  you  can’t  teach 
people  how  to  kill  nicely.  They 
don’t  care  that  the  camera  is  there, 
and  even  seem  proud  of  the  image 
they’re  getting  recorded  on  film. 
This  is  a  man’s  army,  and  they 
need  real  soldiers,  not  whining 
girls.  And  besides,  how  would  you 
like  to  have  a  girl  burst  into  tears 
and  throw  down  her  gun  when 
she’s  s "posed  to  be  out  defending 
you. 

What  becomes  crystal  clear  in 
this  film,  as  if  we  needed  any 
proof,  is  that  this  army  myth  of 
theirs  doesn’t  make  any  sense  at 
all.  One  of  the  sergeants  points  to 
the  machine  gun  in  a  girl’s  trem¬ 
bling  hands  and  tells  her,  “That 
weapon  is  not  going  to  hurt  you. 
That  weapon  never  hurt 
anybody.”  The  all  female  platoon 
is  set  marching  to  a  chant  that 
goes:  “I  want  to  go  to  Iran,  I  want 
to  kill  an  Iranian,  pillage,  plunder, 
burn,  RAPE.”  One  sergeant 
explains  “We  never  lost  a  war,  I 
don’t  care  what  you  heard  about 
Vietnam”;  another  shows  the 
proper  way  to  bite  a  chicken’s 
head  off  in  case  you’re  lost  in  the 
jungle  without  a  knife  and  one 
happens  to  walk  up  to  you;  still 
another  gives  instructions  on  the 
best  way  to  brush  nuclear- 
explosive  dust  off  your  jacket 
(using  a  handkerchief  is  preferable 
to  the  bare  hand). 

It’s  patently  a  pack  of  lies,  and  a 
pack  of  lies  that  don’t  even  fit 
together  well,  but,  on  another 
level,  these  girls  are  being  taught 
something  that’s  true.  They’re 
learning  the  same  thing  that 


they’ve  been  learning  all  their 
lives:  that  white  men  have  the 
power  around  here,  that  they  can 
use  it  against  you,  and  will,  if 
they’re  allowed  to.  That  they  hate 
you.  That  the  best  way  to  survive  is 
to  shut  up,  do  what  you’re  told, 
and  fade  into  the  woodwork. 
You’ve  got  to  follow  the  orders 
perfectly,  and  have  nothing  of 
your  own,  not  even  a  smile. 
You’ve  got  to  conform.  Or  you’ll 
be  destroyed. 

There  are  some  female  sergeants 


too,  but  they  just  don’t  pull  it  off 
the  way  the  men  do.  Their  voices 
sound  tinny  or  whiney  and  break 
off  in  the  middle  of  a  sentence. 
They  keep  looking  at  the  men  for 
approval,  as  if  they’re  halfway 
waiting  for  the  boot  to  fall  on  their 
heads  next.  They’re  trying  hard 
for  a  seat  in  the  boy’s  camp,  but 
they  look  scared  and  uncomfort¬ 
able  all  the  time.  We  see  only  one 
black  male  sergeant,  and  he  acts 
differently  from  the  others,  pull¬ 
ing  an  exhausted  recruit  alone  to 


the  end  of  some  long  hot  march 
and  reassuring  them  both  by  talk¬ 
ing  about  the  slaves,  how  they  had 
it  rough  and  got  through  by  being 
courageous  and  not  giving  up. 
Which  might  be  a  good  analogy  if 
he  took  it  a  little  further. 

The  young  woman  he’s  reassur¬ 
ing,  Joan  Johnson,  is  a  real  revolu¬ 
tionary,  although  she  might  not 
put  it  that  way.  No  matter  what 
they  do  to  her,  she  keeps  smiling 
and  clowning.  Her  hat  keeps  fall- 
Continued  on  page  12 


Letter  to 

The  following  is  a  letter  sent  to  my 
son  for  his  18th  birthday. 

By  Margareth  Miller 
My  Son, 

A  short  ^while  ago  your  sister 
asked  you  why  you  won’t  have 
anything  to  do  with  me. 

I  have  asked  that  same  question 
of  you  for  over  four  years  but  you 
wouldn’t  tell  me. 

You  answered  your  sister.  You 
said  it  is  because  of  what  I  am.  A 
Lesbian. 

Your  reason  saddens  me  to  the 
core. 

Let  me  tell  you  what  I  am. 

I  am  honest,  as  honest  as  I  know 
how  to  be.  I  admit  that  there  have 
been  occasions  when  I  lied,  but 
those  lies  have  been  few  and  far 
between. 

I  am  loving  and  forgiving. 

I  am  usually  patient,  althought, 
like  most,  I  have  my  bad  moments. 
And  I’ve  been  known  for  my  tem¬ 
per  tantrums,  which  usually  have 
hurt  me  the  most. 

I  am  fair.  Fair  and  just.  1  listen 
to  another’s  opinion  and  even  if  I 
totally  disagree  and  argue  the 
point,  I  respect  that  opinion  as 
theirs. 

I  try  to  grow  psychologically, 
day  by  day,  year  by  year.  I  have 
allowed,  and  encouraged  you  and 
your  sister  to  do  like-wise. 

I  give  a  great  deal  of  myself  to 
others.  I  try  to  give  them  the  free¬ 
dom  to  tell  me  when  they  need 
space  and  when  they  need  holding. 

I  try  to  learn  continually,  and 
have  tried  to  educate  myself  as 
much  as  possible.  Many  years  ago 
I  saw  a  saying  that  really  impressed 
me,  “Prejudice  is  being  down  on 
something  you’re  not  up  on.”  So, 
I’ve  tried  to  keep  up  on  most 
issues:  political,  sociological,  psy¬ 
chological  and  even  theological. 

And  I’m  brave.  Brave  and  cour¬ 
ageous.  In  the  face  of  fear  or  trau¬ 
ma,  belittlement  and  bomb  threats 
I  have  held  my  own,  even  though, 
to  some  others  at  the  time,  it  may 
have  appeared  I  was  breaking. 
(This  does  not  minimize  the  gener¬ 
ous  and  loving  help  I  have  received 
along  the  way.) 


My  Son 

I’ve  worked  hard  and  rarely 
taken  something  for  nothing. 

So,  my  son,  these  are  some  of 
the  things  of  what  I  am. 

And,  yes,  I  am  also  a  Lesbian. 

What  does  that  mean  to  you? 

To  me  it  means  loving  the 
woman  I  have  chosen  to  share  my 
life  with  and  that  sometimes,  be¬ 
hind  closed  doors,  I  make  love 
with  her  a  little  differently  than  the 
majority  makes  love.  Or  is  it  so 
different?  Who  is  to  judge?  Who 
has  the  right  to  judge?  And  why 
would  they  want  to? 

The  rest  of  my  days,  hours,  min¬ 
utes,  are  spent  caring  for  your  little 
sister,  working,  crying,  laughing, 
reading,  eating,  sleeping  .  .  . 

To  society,  my  being  a  Lesbian 
means  I  am  a  criminal,  a  sin 
against  nature,  a  child  molestor,  a 
queer,  a  damnation  against  God,  a 
pervert,  a  deviate,  an  invert,  a 
homo  ...  I  could  go  on  but  what 
would  be  the  purpose. 

Do  you  think  my  life  style  is  a 
fad,  a  phase,  a  rebellious  act  or 
part  of  a  revolution?  Do  you  think 
I  have  played  a  political  game?  To 
risk  and  then  to  have  you,  my  chil¬ 
dren  torn  from  my  side? 

Throughout  history  homosexu¬ 
als  have  made  up  between  10  to 
20%  of  the  population.  Nature 
must  have  her  reasons.  Surely? 

As  I  said,  it  saddens  me  to  the 
core.  To  think  that  you,  my  son, 
could  have  accepted,  could  have 
bought,  such  narrow  thinking.  I 
have  expected  more  advanced 
thinking  from  you. 

I  KNOW  having  a  “different” 
parent  has  been  hard  on  you.  But 
why  punish  me  for  society’s  bigot¬ 
ry?  That’s  like  discriminating 
against  blacks  because  whites  are 
prejudiced  or  vice  versa. 

It’s  like  preventing  women  the 
freedom  to  walk  the  streets  at 
night  because  they  might  be  raped, 
instead  of  trying  to  eliminate  the 
rapist. 

It’s  like  flunking  a  student  who 
did  not  pass  because  of  bad  teach¬ 
ers  or  an  inadequate  school  sys¬ 
tem. 

And  what  of  the  victim  of  rob¬ 


bery?  Or  murder? 

More  than  four  years  of  hurt 
and  pain  is  hardly  fair  for  a  few 
hours  of  love  making.  (Yes,  Vir¬ 
ginia,  parents  really  are  sexual  be¬ 
ings,  too.) 

Remember,  I  didn’t  label  my¬ 
self,  society  did. 

Would  you  REALLY  want  me 
to  live  unhappily  with  a  man,  and 
make  him  unhappy  also,  or  would 
you  want  me  to  live  by  myself,  sad 
and  lonely? 

Your  father  and  I  married  with 
full  intentions  of  a  life-time  of  care 
and  companionship  together.  I 
had  no  idea  I  was  a  Lesbian.  I  just 
knew  that  I  never  belonged,  that  I 
was  never  comfortable  in  that  mar¬ 
riage. 

Don’t  you  think  that  if  society 
allowed  people  to  be  themselves, 
to  be  what  they  are,  then  this  kind 
of  tragic  break-up  could  be  elimi¬ 
nated?  Your  father  and  I  would 
never  have  got  together  in  the  first 
place. 

But  then  you  would  not  be,  so 
.  .  .  there  was  a  reason.  It  was  a 
good  one. 

I  didn’t  leave  your  father 
because  he  or  I  was  inadequate. 
The  blame  has  to  be  put  where  it 
belongs.  It  belongs  with  a  society 
that  molds  all  of  us  to  act  as  car¬ 
bon  copies.  When  some  cannot 
honestly  do  that,  cannot  live  a  lie, 
the  rest  are  then  manipulated  into 
making  life  unbearable  for  those 
who  cannot  be  molded.  Surely  that 
is  wrong? 

In  a  few  days  you  will  be  an 
adult  —  eighteen  years  old.  Not  a 
day  has  gone  by,  since  they  took 
you  away  more  than  four  years 
ago,  not  a  day,  without  thoughts 
of  you  —  of  love  and  care,  and 
yes,  sometimes  anger  at  your  rejec¬ 
tion.  Anger  that  your  mind  and 
heart  could  be  governed  by  the 
small,  the  weak,  the  insecure.  The 
bigoted  mass. 

Oh!  How  we  waste  days, 
months,  years,  ruled  by  the  opin¬ 
ions  of  others.  We  even  swear  that 
they  are  own  opinions.  Opinions 
that  bring  to  others  heartbreak 
and  loneliness,  misery  and  confu¬ 


sion,  and  in  the  end  death,  if  not  of 
body  then  of  spirit. 

Soon  you  will  go  out  into  the 
world. 

It’s  a  hard  place  where  survival 
of  the  fittest  is  the  law  .  All  that  re¬ 
mains  is  to  identify  what  or  who 
the  fittest  is. 

For  me,  the  fittest  is  the  memory 
of  you,  as  a  little  boy,  when  you 
gently  carried  a  moth  or  a  beetle 
outdoors  so  it  could  fly  free.  It  is 
the  child  who  cried  over  the  televis¬ 
ion  program  “The  Guns  of  Au¬ 
tumn”  and  vowed  never  to  hurt  a 
living  creatue.  It  is  the  white  child 
who  stood  up,  faced  hostile  white 
children  and  said,  “Yes,  I’m  a  nig¬ 
ger  lover,  thanks  for  the  compli¬ 
ment.”  It  is  the  twelve  year  old  boy 
who  said,  “Thanks  Mother,  for 
not  letting  me  over-eat,”  while 
longing  for  that  second  serving  of 


french  fries. 

The  fittest  to  me  is  she  or  he  who 
is  strong  enough  to  be  gentle,  and 
gentle  enough  to  be  strong.  It  is  the 
sharing  of  a  loaf  of  bread  because 
someone  else  is  hungry,  too.  It  is 
riskingpaintobody  or  soul  in  order 
to  defend  those  less  strong  in  mind 
or  body  than  ourselves.  It  is  the 
giving  of  oneself  when  you 
thought  there  was  no  more  to  give. 
And  it  is  forgiveness,  knowing  we 
are  all  capable  of  making  mis¬ 
takes. 

Your  rejection  hurts,  yet  1  keep 
coming  back. 

Why? 

No,  I’m  not  a  masochist.  I’m  a 
person  who  believes  in  tomorrow. 

And,  I  love  you. 

Mother 


Tegr 

Your 

Heart 

Out! 


Our  annual  Valentine's  Day 
Champagne  Dinner  drawing 
winner  and  companion  will 
enjoy  a  romantic  evening  of 
champagne  and  dining  at  the 
casually  elegant  "By  George” 
restaurant.  To  enter  -  "tear  your 
heart  out”,  fill  it  in,  and  bring  it 
to  Copley  Flair  before  the 
drawing  on  Valentine’s  Day, 
February  14. 
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Lesbian  and  Gay  Scientists  Meet 

Coming  Out  at  the  Lab 


Copley 

Flair 

CARDS,  GIFTS  &  MORE 

583  Boylston  St.,  Boston 
(opposite  the  Hancock  Tower) 
M-F  9-8,  Sat.  9-6,  Sun  12-6 


‘He  has  spent 
his  life  best  who 
has  enjoyed 
it  most” 


u  tin- 
J  Waterfront 
"-’Hi  Commercial  Street 

5231126 


SILK  SCREEN  PRINTING 

Fast,  professional  service. 
High  quality  custom  work. 
No  order  too  large  or  small. 
Special  projects  considered. 

Tee  shirts,  banners,  signs  our  specialty. 

(617)426-4031 


Ralph  Bullowa/ screen  printer 


727  ATLANTIC  AVENUE  BOSTON  MASSACHUSETTS  02111 


David  Bellville 
and  Associates 

Career  Counseling 
Assertiveness  Training 
Therapy  for  Individuals, 

Couples,  Groups,  Families 
Stress  of  Multiple  Roles 
Workshops 

Copley  Square  (617)  266-1450 


Stained  Glass 

traditional  &  contemporary 
custom  designs  &  etchings 
restorations 


Joe  Fleming,  mfa 

265-2289 
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behavior 
associates 
of  boston 

Serving  the  Community 
Weight  Control  •  Social  Skills  Training 

Anxiety  Reduction  •  Phobias 

Depression  •  Hypnosis 

Assertiveness  Training  •  Counseling 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Couples  Counseling 

For  a  consultation  with  one  of  our  licensed 
psychologists,  social  workers  or  career  counselors, 
call  262-9116 
Insurance  Accepted 

45  NEWBURY  STREET,  BOSTON,  MASS.  02116 


THE  BOSTON  INSTITUTE  FOR  GAY  STUDIES,  INC. 

Post  Office  Box  2750  14  Beacon  St. 


Boston,  MA  02208 
491  8245 


Suite  506 
720  0693 


Information  Meetings  at  14  Beacon  St. 

Tuesday,  February  16  at  7  p  m 
Saturday.  February  20  at  2  p  m 

Psychology  Seminar  begins  on  March  4 
Conferences  for  Professionals/Students 

Busmess/Managers- February  6 
Organuational/Commumty  development— February  27 
Journalists  and  Publishers -March  20 
Educators  and  Scholars -May  15 


By  Larry  Goldsmith 
In  July  of  1977,  eleven  scientists 
■  met  in  Chapel  Hill,  North  Caro- 
J  lina  to  discuss  the  formation  of  a 
£  new  organization  for  lesbians  and 
*  gay  men  working  in  science, 
mathematics  and  engineering.  The 
Triangle  Area  Gay  Scientists,  or 
TAGS,  as  they  came  to  call  them¬ 
selves,  set  off  a  wave  of  organizing 
in  a  set  of  professions  not  gener¬ 
ally  known  for  its  lesbian  and  gay 
members. 

In  January  of  1979,  a  group  of 
fifty  scientists  attended  a  sym¬ 
posium  on  “Problems  Arising 
from  Homophobia  in  the  Scien¬ 
tific  Workplace”  as  part  of  the 
146th  National  Meeting  of  the 
American  Association  for  the  Ad¬ 
vancement  of  Science  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  (see  GCN,  vol.  7,  no.  27).  A 
panel  of  six  scientists  discussed 
research  on  gay  issues  as  well  as 
their  personal  experiences  as  open 
lesbians  and  gay  men  in  scientific 
professions.  The  unusualness  of 
the  symposium  attracted  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  popular  press,  and  a 
number  of  newspaper,  radio,  and 
television  reports  devoted  cover¬ 
age  to  the  meeting. 

After  the  panelists  and  audience 
had  finished  their  discussion, 
those  interested  were  invited  to  an 
informal  meeting  to  discuss  the 
organization  of  local  groups  and 
the  formation  of  a  national 
blanket  organization. 

Now,  two  years  later,  there  are 
at  least  eight  local  lesbian  and  gay 
scientists’  groups  in  North 
Carolina,  Texas,  California,  and 


Soldier  Girl 

continued  from  page  1 1 
ing  way  down  over  her  eyes,  and 
she’s  a  little  late  for  everything. 
She  weeps  readily  when  they  yell  at 
her  but  then  she  smiles  again. 
“She’s  got  the  right  attitude,” 
says  one  of  the  other  girls  admir¬ 
ingly,  and  she  does;  it’s  both  a 
relief  and  heartwarming  to  watch 
how  she  keeps  resisting  and  resist¬ 
ing. 

Private  Tuttle  is  more  painful  to 
watch  —  she  opens  her  big  eyes 
and  the  tears  just  keep  falling 
silently.  She  learns  to  do  the  exer¬ 
cises  correctly  and  how  to  handle  a 
gun,  but  no  one  can  stop  those 
tears.  This  may  not  seem  like 
much,  but  even  tears  are  an  act  of 
revolution  in  this  scene;  it’s  the 
girls  who  stop  crying  who  are  in 
bigger  trouble.  Watching  her,  I 
kept  remembering  the  Adrienne 
Rich  poem  in  which  she  says 
“Your  small  hands,  precisely 
equal  to  my  own  only  the  thumb  is 
larger,  longer  —  in  these  hands/ 
I  could  trust  the  world,  or  in  many 
hands  like  these....”  (Twenty- 
One  Love  Poems,  VI)  And  yes,  I’d 
rather  have  girls  who  throw  down 
their  guns  because  they’re  afraid 
of  them  in  the  army;  girls  who’d 
run  from  a  machine  gun  before 
shooting  someone  with  it  to  show 
they’re  not  afraid. 

Joan  Johnson  gets  sent  home  at 
the  end  of  the  film,  satisfied  with 
the  outcome,  and  totally  resisting 
the  shame  they  try  to  put  on  her. 
So  does  Private  Alves,  a  very 
strange  girl  who  seems  to  live  in  a 
world  of  her  own.  They’re  more 
brutal  to  her  than  to  anyone  else, 
threatening  her  with  thorazine  on 
a  mental  ward  where  “You’ll  just 
drag  your  feet  all  day  like  a 
robot,”  telling  her  that  they’ll 
never  let  her  out  of  there,  that 
she’s  meant  to  be  a  mass  murderer. 
What  gets  to  them  in  Alves  is  that 
she  doesn’t  cry  or  plead  or  squirm; 
she  just  stands  there  waiting  for  it 
to  be  over.  These  men  need  the 
proper  response  to  their  sadism 
and  when  they  don’t  get  it  they 
can’t  function,  and  when  the  in¬ 
creased  brutality  doesn’t  work, 
they  have  to  give  up. 

Alves  is  kind  of  scary,  but  a 
young  white  recruit  called  Hall  is 
much  scarier.  There’s  what  prom- 


Washington,  D.C.  An  editorial 
letter  and  an  article  have  appeared 
in  Science,  an  AAAS  publication 
which  covers  Association  news  as 
well  as  technical  subjects.  And  on 
January  6  of  this  year,  at  the  148th 
National  Meeting  of  the  AAAS  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  lesbian  and 
gay  scientists  met  once  again  to 
discuss  their  issues  at  a  business 
meeting  jointly  sponsored  by  the 
National  Organization  of  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Scientists  (NOLGS)  and 
the  Washington  Area  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Scientists  (WAGALS). 
Veteran  gay  activist  Franklin 
Kameny,  himself  a  Harvard- 
educated  astronomer,  spoke  on 
the  history  and  current  status  of 
U.S.  Government  policy  on  secur¬ 
ity  clearances  for  lesbians  and  gay 
men. 

Kameny  has  been  active  in 
defending  the  rights  of  gay  people 
to  hold  security  clearances  since 
1957,  when  he  was  fired  from  his 
job  with  the  U.S.  Army  Map  Ser¬ 
vice  after  his  employer  discovered 
he  was  gay.  At  that  time,  and  until 
fairly  recently,  “known  homo¬ 
sexuals”  were  summarily  denied 
clearances  by  the  government  on 
the  grounds  that  such  individuals 
were  especially  liable  to  blackmail 
by  foreign  agents.  After  countless 
hearings  and  lawsuits  spanning 
two  decades,  the  policies  have  now 
eased  somewhat,  and  all  but  the 
highest-level  clearances  are  now 
given  to  lesbians  and  gay  men 
whose  preferences  are  known. 

Perhaps  the  most  salient  point 
made  during  Kameny’s  talk  was 


ises  to  be  a  touching  moment, 
when  she’s  holding  a  black  girl 
who’s  weeping  helplessly,  lost  in 
some  kind  of  despair;  telling  her 
“You’re  going  to  make  it,  I  know 
you  are,  you’re  a  strong  person,  I 
can  tell,  we’re  gonna  come  out  of 
this  better  people,  I  just  know 
it ...”  At  first  we’re  moved  by  her 
compassion,  but  then  we  see  tha 
the  other  girl  is  being  rocked  limp¬ 
ly,  simply  a  vehicle  for  Hall’s  en¬ 
thusiasm,  and  that  Hall’s  rhythm 
is  just  a  little  too  much  like  that  of 
the (seargeants.  Here’s  one  girl  for 
whom  all  this  makes  sense.  She’s 
decided  it’s  a  way  out  —  it’s  no 
surprise  later  when  she’s  shown 
sadistically  tormenting  Alves, 
whom  she’s  been  assigned  to 
supervise  on  her  punishment  (to 
dig  and  then  fill  in  a  hole),  or  later 
when  she  decides  to  enlist. 

The  worst  flaw  in  this  film  is 
that  if  you  don’t  already  know, 
you  keep  wondering  why  on  earth 
these  girls  signed  up.  After  all,  one 
could  reason,  they  weren’t  drafted 
—  they  must  have  known  to  some 
extent  what  they  were  getting  into. 

I  happen  to  know  the  answer  to 
this  one  from  my  work  with  girls 
and  young  women  in  crisis.  1  have 
seen  how  the  recruiters,  who  have 
their  quota  to  fill,  swoop.  They’re 
desperate  for  bodies,  and  they 
know  where  to  go  —  to  the  women 
with  literally  no  place  to  sleep,  and 
no  way  to  get  a  job.  Recruiters  will 
tell  women  new  out  of  jail  that 
their  record  can  be  taken  care  of  — 
to  just  enlist  under  another  name. 
They  take  young  women  who’ve 
never  been  taken  out  anywhere  to 
lunch,  and  tell  them  about  the 
careers  and  the  training  opportu¬ 
nities  which  await  them.  Mechan¬ 
ic,  engineer,  computer  tech¬ 
nologist  —  anything  you  want.  A 
free  college  education.  A  chance  to 
travel.  Free  room  and  board.  And 
other  systems  collude.  Sometimes 
a  judge  will  give  a  young  woman 
“another  chance”  —  provided  she 
join  the  army.  Social  workers  and 
school  officials  often  suggest  the 
armed  forces  as  a  ‘last  chance’ 
move  for  young  women  who 
aren’t  making  it.  Joan  Johnson 
said  it  a  little  in  the  film.  When  the 
sergeants  ask  her  why  she  enlisted, 
if  she  hates  it  so  much,  she  explain- 


his  description  of  the  historical  use 
of  the  clearance  program,  not  as 
an  instrument  to  insure  secrecy, 
but  as  a  system  for  the  division  of 
people  into  “desirable”  and  “un¬ 
desirable”  categories.  It  is  clear 
that  those  in  charge  of  the  various 
clearance  programs  had  no  real 
fear  of  blackmail.  Kameny 
asserted  that  there  is  not  a  single 
historical  instance  to  substantiate 
the  myth  of  the  blackmailed 
homosexual  turning  over  classified 
information  to  foreign  agents.  The 
clearance  programs  do  nothing  to 
keep  secrets;  they  merely  create  an 
elite  class  of  people  whose  habits 
have  been  inspected  by  the  govern¬ 
ment  and  found  to  be  acceptable. 
Which  leads  you  to  an  overwhelm¬ 
ing  question. 

As  a  former  chemist  who  left  the 
field  partly  because  of  the  political 
implications  of  my  work,  I  found 
it  unfortunate  that  this  over¬ 
whelming  question  was  posed 
neither  by  Kameny  in  his  talk  nor 
by  the  participants  in  the  dis¬ 
cussion:  Should  lesbians  and  gay 
men  even  want  a  part  of  such  a 
system?  One  hopes  that  future 
meetings  of  lesbian  and  gay  scien¬ 
tists’  groups  will  begin  to  tackle 
these  weightier  political  questions 
involving  science  and  society. 

Those  people  interested  in  con¬ 
tacting  lesbian  and  gay  scientists’ 
organizations  in  various  parts  of 
the  country  should  write  to:  Na¬ 
tional  Organization  of  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Scientists,  P.O.  Box 
39582,  Los  Angeles,  CA  90039. 


ed  that  she  didn’t  want  to,  but 
once  she  went  down  to  check  it 
out,  they  told  her  it  was  too  late, 
that  the  only  way  out  now  was  to 
get  pregnant.  Wealthy  or  middle 
class  girls  (and  boys)  don’t  need 
the  armed  forces  as  a  way  out.They 
go  to  college.  But  for  working 
class  and  under-class  young  peo¬ 
ple,  the  army  seems  like  the  one 
place  to  become  somebody.  It 
seems  like  a  place  a  black  girl,  a 
gay  girl,  a  poor  girl  can  make  it 
just  like  anybody  else. 

And  the  film  just  didn’t  empha¬ 
size  this  enough.  While  it  would 
have  been  easy  enough  to  film  a 
recruitment  scene  like  the  ones  I’ve 
described,  or  to  interview  a  few  of 
the  girls,  to  give  us  some  idea  of 
their  backgrounds  and  reasons  for 
joining  up,  neither  of  these  is 
done.  As  far  as  we  are  told,  all  the 
girls  are  middle  class,  and  the  high 
percentage  of  blacks  is  just  coinci¬ 
dental.  From  what  the  film  shows 
us,  it’s  possible  to  grasp  some  of 
the  sexist,  racist,  death-dealing, 
and  utterly  absurd  nature  of  the 
whole  army  system.  What  isn’t 
made  evident  in  Soldier  Girls  is  the 
classist  nature  of  the  whole  thing. 
It’s  class  war  at  its  simplist,  and  it’s 
men  much  more  than  women  who 
are  its  victims,  although  this  film  is 
about  the  women.  And,  during 
combat  time,  its  a  class  war  which 
kills  in  a  big  way. 

My  other  criticism  is  not  politi¬ 
cal  but  artistic  in  nature,  and  it 
concerns  the  role  of  the  camera  in 
this  film.  In  a  documentary,  it  is 
important  to  make  some  kind  of 
statement  about  where  you  as 
filmmaker  fit  in.  Either  the 
camera  is  present  all  the  time  and 
so  much  of  the  time  that  we  can 
assume  that  the  people  being 
filmed  have  forgotten  about  it  and 
begun  to  act  naturally  again,  or 
else  it  is  an  acknowledged 
presence.  We  never  get  this  kind  of 
statement  from  Broomfield  or 
Churchill  in  Soldier  Girls.  Lots  of 
the  time  it’s  obvious  that  the  girls 
are  clowning  or  performing  spe¬ 
cifically  for  the  camera,  and  Joan 
Johnson  kisses  the  camera-man 
goodbye  when  she  leaves.  But  at 
most  other  times,  we’re  asked  to 
believe  that  the  camera’s  semi- 
Continued  on  page  13 
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Japan 

Continued  from  page  10 
offered  to  $end  the  night  with  the 
son  of  the  house.  The  people  of 
the  house  envisioned  it  as  a  form 
of  entertainment  that  they  pro¬ 
vided  to  the  monk  in  recognition 
of  their  gratitude  for  his  visit  to 
their  house. 

GCN:  Given  the  history  of  ac¬ 
ceptance  of  male  homosexual  ac¬ 
tivity  in  the  9th  century  among 
monks,  through  the  17th  century 
among  Samourai  and  aristocrats, 
how  do  you  explain  the  oppres¬ 
sion  of  gay  men  today? 

Burt:  I  think  that  the  influence  of 
history  is  still  apparent  in  Japan¬ 
ese  society  today.  Among  the  dif¬ 
ferent  features  that  characterize 
homosexuality,  some  are  permis¬ 
sible  in  Japan  and  not  in  the  US, 
and  vice-versa.  The  criteria  are 
completely  different  —  the  value 
system  is  different  —  because  the 
acceptance  of  the  woman’s  role 
and  the  man’s  role  in  the  tradi¬ 
tional  Japanese  society  is  different 
than  in  traditional  western  soci¬ 
ety.  From  early  times,  young  Jap¬ 
anese  men  were  taught  to  seek 
companionship  with  other  men. 
Women  were  for  breeding  and  did 
not  participate  in  intellectual  and 
artistic  life. 

Men  usually  spent  a  lot  of  time 
with  each  other  and  developed 
very  intimate  relationships.  I 
think  that  Western  men  are  taught 
to  seek  companionship  with 
women.  The  wife  is  more  than  a 
housewife,  she  is  morally  and 
emotionally  supportive  to  her 
companion.  But  in  Japan,  she 
does  not  necessarily  share  a  great 
part  of  the  emotional  relationship. 
The  men  seek  emotional  relation¬ 
ships  with  someone  of  their  own 
sex.  This  is  good  ground  for  a  ho¬ 
mosexual  relationship  to  develop. 
Burt:  It  is  true  that. in  the  tra¬ 
ditional  setting,  male  homosexual¬ 
ity  was  highly  regarded.  But  it 
must  be  remembered  that  the  tra¬ 
ditional  acceptance  of  male  homo¬ 
sexuality  applied  only  to  a  certain 
elite.  And  because  the  Japanese 
traditional  attitude  toward  women 
was  to  remove  them  from  social 
life  (they  were  excluded  from 
Kabuki,  for  example),  it  was  very 
likely  that  man-to-man,  more 
masculine,  “noble”  relationships 
would  develop. 

GCN:  In  Japanese  fiction,  the  gay 
man  has  been  compared  to  “a 
plant  that  flowers  in  the 
Darkness.”  Yukio  Mishima’s  For¬ 
bidden  Colors  reveals  much  about 
this  side  of  hidden  gay  life  in  the 
’50s.  Is  this  metaphor  still  appro¬ 
priate  today.? 

Burt:  I  think  that  such  a  poetic 
metaphor  can  still  be  applied  to 
the  Japanese  gay  life  today.  Most 
of  the  gay  (male)  life  takes  place  in 
bars  and  saunas. 

J:  I  think  that  this  metaphor  is  still 
appropriate  today.  According  to 
modern  Japanese  standards,  ho¬ 
mosexualism  is  not  something  to 
be  talked  about  in  public,  and  I 
think  that  it  is  a  wise  attitude.  In 
the  US,  people  are  more  open 
about  being  gay,  but  personally,  I 
do  not  think  that  I  could  follow 
this  line.  In  Japan,  gay  life  exists 
in  movie  theaters,  bars,  sauna 
baths,  but  it  is  more  hidden. 

Soldier  Girl 

Continued  from  Page  12 
invisible.  There  are  a  lot  of  close- 
ups,  and  while  the  zoom’s  obvi¬ 
ously  being  used,  the  camera  can’t 
be  that  far  away.  The  camera  and 
the  crew  become  the  characters  we 
never  meet,  and  the  lack  of  a 
defining  statement  gives  this  very 
authentic  film  its  only  inauthentic 
note. 

Despite  these  criticism.  Soldier 
Girls  is  an  honorable  and  a  con¬ 
sistently  fascinating  film.  It’s  also 
depressing,  although  the  young 
women,  who  are  lovely,  moving, 
and  heroic  in  places,  make  it  less 
so.  Even  if  there  weren’t  a  lot  of 
other  good  reasons  to  see  the  film, 
their  presence  justifies  the  ticket 
price. 


Electrolysis 

PERMANENT  HAIR  REMOVAL 

APPOINTMENTS:  Mon  -Sat 

Days  &  Eves. 

LINDA  DIANE  JEFFERSON 

120  SUTHERLAND  RD.  #3 
BROOKLINE,  MASS.  02146 

734-5777 


Lee  Judith  Orloff,  Ph.D. 
Licensed  Psychologist 

serving  the  gay  community 

relationship  and  family 
issues,  weight  control, 
stress  reduction,  relaxation 
assertiveness  training 

354-7939  insurance 
Cambridge  accepted 


John  P.  Ward 

Attorney  at  Law 

Cindy  T.  Rizzo  Attorney 
David  R.  Lund  Law  Clerk 
Relationship  Contracts  Immigration 
Wills  Civil  &  Criminal  Litigation 

Incorporations  Real  Estate  Transactions 

Corporate  Matters  Estate  Planning 

2  Park  Square*Boston,  Massachusetts  02116*617-426-2020 
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QA^omen 

For  a  change  in  your  life  we  invite  you 
to  try:  The  Wishing  Well  Magazine  and 
Services.  Features  hundreds  of  current 
members'  self-descriptions  (by  Code  #), 
letters,  opinions,  valuable  resources, 
reviews,  and  much  more.  Introductory 
copy  $5.00  ppd.  (mailed  discreetly  first 
class).  Confidential,  supportive,  dig¬ 
nified,  sensitive,  prompt.  Eight  years' 
reliable  reputation.  Beautiful,  tender, 
loving  alternative  to  "The  Well  of 
Loneliness."  A  family  feeling.  The 
pioneer  of  them  all  I  Free  information. 
Gay  Women  are  writing  and  meeting 
EVERYWHERE  through: 

0”{ie  TUislitng 
~P.©.  T?ok  117 
^llovafo.  Ca.  94948-0117 


“GRAPHIC  EROTICISM... 

bodies  and  minds  splitting  apart 
at  stunning  velocity...  proves 
Fred  Schepisi  is  Australia's 
most  accomplished  director." 

-Carrie  Rickey.  Village  Voice 

“SCHEPISI  IS 
A  MAJOR  FILMMAKER; 

funny,  warm-spirited 
beautifully  made.” 

— Oavid  Oenby.  New  York  Magayine 

“REMARKABLE... 
AMAZINGLY  SEDUCTIVE.’1 

—  Kevin  Thomas.  Los  Angeles  Times 


“DARING  AND  DELICATE.’’ 

—Judy  Slone.  San  Fran.  Chronicle 


YOUNG  MEN  TORN 
BETWEEN 
PHYSICAL  DESIRE 
AND 

RELIGIOUS  DISCIPLINE 


s 


BRILLIANTLY 
PRESENTS  THAT 
OLD  PROBLEM  OF 
MALE  PUBERTY 
—especially  if 
you’re  prone  to 
debate  Sex 
vs.  Religious 
Control.” 

-Archer  Wmsten. 

N  Y.  Post 


IHOM  I  HI  HIM  Cf  OH  (If 

THE  CHANT  Of 
JIMMIE  BtACK SMITH 

Fre4  Schrptsi'i 

flevMj 

Playground 


Starring 

Arthur  Oignam.  Simon  turkc 
NukTJK.tr  Thomas  Kriualty 


Winner  of  Every  Major 
Australian  Film  Award 


2:15  4:15  6:15  8:15  10:15 

1 1QQ1  Man  Ave  Cambridge  868~36QO  j 


GREEKS,  SYRIANS, 
ARMENIANS,  UKRAINIANS, 

Boston  Area  chapter  of 

AXIOSjgfAXIOS 

is  a  national  association 
of  gay  men  and  lesbians 
of  the  Orthodox  and  other 
Eastern  Christian 
Churches  and  traditions. 

Interested? 

Call  354-1264  (Cambridge) 
or  write:  AXIOS 

{do  Dignity) 

355  Boylston  St., 
Room  40 
Boston,  MA  02116 

ALBANIANS,  LEBANESE, 
RUSSIANS, 


SO.  STATION  423-4340 


-  DIRECT  FROM  NEW  YORK  - 

Boys  of  Riverside  Drive 


White  Hanky  Left 

The  Perfect  Man  X 


Boston  s  Best  Aft  Mate  Show*. 


WILL  THE  REAL  PRIVATE  BENJAMIN  PLEASE  STAND  UP ! 


SOLDIER 
a  GIRLS  « 


"SCENE  AFTER  SCENE  IN  SOLDIER  GIRLS'  SHOWS  THE  TRUTH 
TO  BE  MUCH,  MUCH  STRANGER  THAN  FICTION. 


'PRIVATE  BENJAMIN'  INDEED!" 


"APPALUNG, 

HILARIOUS  AND  TOUCHING 

David  Arisen /h 


janet  MasJin/New  York  Times 


"A  HILARIOUS 
ANTI-WAR  SATIRE.  AT  TIMES 
RESEMBLING  A  MEL  BROOKS 
SKETCH  .  .” 

wium  Wotf/New  York  Magazine 


PROOUCED  AND  DIRECTED  BY  NtCK  BROOMFIELD  AND  JOAN  CHURCHILL 
A  FIRST  RUN  FEATURES  RELEASE 

C  IW  MOOMfeuy  MO  CHUftOMU 


1:10,  2:50,  4:30 
6:10,  8:00,  9:45 


a 


Ration 

NICKELODEON  12  3 

bOOtomm  A**  247  2160 
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Classifieds 

JUST  FRIENDS _ 

FRIENDS— NO  SEX 
We  want  to  meet  creative,  intelligent, 
adventurous  lesbian  couple  or  couples 
to  share  and  enjoy  the  good  things  of 
life.  479-0919. _ (27) 

Shy  &  lonely  GM  would  like  to  meet 
some  nice  people  F  or  M  near  Kingston, 
NH.  I'm  41,  not  attractive  but  can  be  a 
gd  friend.  GCN  Box  486. _ (28) 

Lesbian  couple,  30’s,  professional,  fun 
loving,  interests  include  camping,  thea¬ 
ter,  travel,  golf,  concerts,  dining  out.  We 
wd  like  to  meet  othr  secure,  mature 
cpis  (more)  who  sk  to  expand  their  cir¬ 
cle  of  friends.  Let's  make  this  New  Year 
more  fun  together.  GCN  Bx  497.  (27) 

PERSONALS _ 

MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 
A  little  closer  to  our  goal 
A  little  deeper  in  the  hole 
I  hope  we  never  will  repent 
the  firm  decision  not  to  rent 
I  love  you  more  than  joists  and  rafters. 
All  my  love,  Porcupine. _ 

v  ROBERT  BOBBY  BOB 
Are  you  all  right?  Hope  you  had  happy 
holidays  and  that  the  New  Year  is  being 
as  good  to  you  as  you  deserve.  When 
can  you  come  visit????? _ 

SUE  AND  ANGELA 

You  are  stonishingly  beautiful  people. 
We  are  not  quite  sure  any  of  this  is  real. 
With  love,  N  &  P. _ 

FRIENDS  OF  CONNIE  WHITE 
Connie  has  left  us  for  perhaps  a  better 
place.  We  will  miss  her  and  think  of  her 
always  with  love  and  respect.  She  was  a 
truly  great  lady. _ 

RONNIE  ALLEN 

Your  letter  was  a  delight  to  read.  You 
blasted  with  facts  and  logic  the  pas¬ 
sionate  anger  and  consequent  errors  of 
that  host  of  Taxi  defenders.  I  think  the 
whole  issue  went  beyond  logic  and 
touched  a  chord  vital  to  many  who,  for 
some  reason,  identify  (incorrectly  I 
hope)  with  the  film.  Oh  well,  I  was  only 
writing  of  entertainment,  or  the  lack  of 
it.  It’s  nice  to  know  that  people  out 
there  have  opinions  and  are  willing  to 
take  the  trouble  to  state  them,  even  if 
we  disagree.  Thank  you  for  your  sup¬ 
port.  J'JW^ _ 

Wanted:  GM  wanting  to  relocate  to 
Houston  &  wants  to  live  in  nice  home. 
Disabled  welcome.  Write  Richard,  Box 
L,  Sugarland  TX  77478. _ (28) 

A  LESBIAN  CULTURAL  EVENT 
Music  poetry  art  clowning  keynote 
speakers  Kate  Millett  Alma  Routsong 
AKA  Isabel  Miller  Bev  Smith  awards.  Ar¬ 
lington  St  Church,  Feb  13,  7.30,  $7.50 
_ (27) 

LF  mid  30s  wants  friend.  Not  into  bar 
scene  &  can’t  stand  disco.  Don’t  con¬ 
sider  myself  boring.  Love  music  of  60s. 
There  has  to  be  others  out  there  who 
feel  as  I  do.  GCN  Box  498. _ (27) 

“GINGEY PEACHES" 

I’m  shouting  from  the  highest  mt 
I’m  madly  in  love  with  you,  honey, 

And  so  very  proud  you’re  my  wife!!! 
Happy  First  Wedding  Anniversary!!! 

My  undying  love  is  yours, 

"Always  &  Forever,"  Pookey. _ (27) 

GWM  35  Ikng  for  teenager  who  wants 
place  to  live  in  Maine  on  lake,  snow- 
mobiling  &  skiing  for  good  times,  etc.,, 
GCN  Box  499. _ (28) 

Support  the  women’s  music  you  want! 
GALAXIA  Women  Enterprises,  the  Bos¬ 
ton  based  women’s  record  company 
has,  in  three  and  a  half  years,  produced 
&  is  also  distributing  the  widest  range 
of  musical  styles  &  content,  including 
folk,  contry,  bands,  classical  &  more, 
reaching  out  to  all  the  many  tastes  & 
needs  of  the  community.  Presently  we 
are  making  plans  to  produce  more 
unique  classical  music,  &  several  other- 
records.  These  projects  are  extremely 
costly  &  we  are  in  urgent  need  of  dona¬ 
tions  &  loans  to  make  these  new  re¬ 
cords  possible.  For  further  info  write 
GALAXIA,  PO  Box  1268  Dept  GL,  Fram- 
ingham.MA  01701. _ (791) 

KIWIS 

Couple  of  American  women  interested 
in  New  Zealand  sk  couple  of  KIWI  men 
interested  in  USA.  Mutal  assistance,  in¬ 
formation,  etc.  Contact  Debbie,  GCN 
Box  500. _ (28) 

GWM  looking  for  companionship  &  sex. 
33  yrs.  old  &  physically  challenged 
262-6632. _ (30) 

HOT  YOUNG  LA  STALLION 
Gdlkng,  wl-blt  Bi/W/M,  28,  6’  165,  carry¬ 
ing  a  thick  8"  tool,  gets  to  East  Coast 
5-6  times  yearly.  Send  photo/ph  #  for 
same:  Bart  Latham,  Box  1747,  Los 
Angles,  CA  90028-1747. _ (30) 

KAY  GARDNER  IN  CONCERT 
Feb.  3,  Oasis  Wimmin  Only  $6.00.  7:30. 
Celebrate  Gertrude  Stein's  birthday! 
_  (28) 

GM  couple,  30s,  recently  moved  to 
Downeast  Maine  wants  friends  also  ski 
partners  (downhill  or  x-country)  in  area. 
PO  Box  3,  Hancock,  ME  04640.  (29) 

BIG  BROTHER 

I’m  35,  GWM,  goodlkg,  athletic,  ener¬ 
getic,  understanding,  affctnte,  &  rebel¬ 
lious.  Prof  writer,  travel  extensively,  live 
in  NYC  &  SF.  Happy  w/my  life,  wd  like 
to  share  good  times  (and  bad)  w/a 
younger  guy  to  age  24.  Right  guy  will 
see  the  world.  Let’s  exch  letters  & 
fotos.  All  ans.  Joe.  GCN  Box  492.  (28) 


WANT  TO  REACH  WOMEN? 
Advertise  in  the  program  for  the  Alix 
Dobkin  concert,  Boston,  Feb.  20. 
Page/$40,  Vz  pg/$20,  V*  pg/$10.  Call 
Maida  426-4469. 


TO  THE  HOT  NUMBER, 
our  benefactor,  who  brought  us  heat 
where  there  was  none.  Thank  you  very, 
very  much.  You  have  helped  many 
frozen  toes  to  thaw. 

Attractive  bright  GWM  30,  155,  5 '11", 
cleancut.  Many  interests.  Live  in  Natick 
area.  Looking  for  that  special  guy. 
Please  write  GCN  Box  491 . _ (28) 

69  cents  can  buy  a  lot  of  information 
and  enjoyment.  That's  what  it  costs  to 
send  1  lb.  of  bks  to  a  lesbian  or  gay 
friend  in  prison.  Lots  of  people  have 
given  us  bks,  now  we  need  some  money 
for  postage.  Think  about  It,  you  spend 
as  much  to  buy  a  cup  of  coffee.  Lesbian 
&  Gay  Prisoners  Project,  cJo  GCN,  22 
Bromfield  St.,  Boston  02108  or 
426-4469. 

FREE  REM  DATE  LISTING 
Find  Mr  Right  by  the  US  Mail 
Details  Free  No  Time  Limit 
RE  Main,  70  Government  St 
Kittery  Maine  03904. 

Woman  in  her  30's,  intelligent,  attrac¬ 
tive,  funny,  serious,  very  sexual.  Too  old 
to  dance  punk.  Too  young  to  stop  danc¬ 
ing.  If  you  fit  the  same  description  write 
me.  We  can  talk  together,  listen  to 
music,  make  love,  read,  laugh,  cry.  GCN 
Box  502. _ (c) 

GAY  AIRWAVES  —  Updated  list  of  les- 
bian/gay  radio/TV  shows  throughout 
the  US,  Canada,  &  Europe.  $1,  John  Zeh, 
GCGC,  Box  19158,  Cincinnati,  OH 
45219. _  (c) 

GWF  OVER  38 

Prof  woman  who  loves  life  laughter  love 
looking  for  same  would  like  friendship 
first  and/or  love  both  would  be  nice 
honesty  a  must.  Life  is  wonderful  but  at 
times  lonely— let’s  meet  write,  tel  #  are 
nicer.  GCN  Box  494. _ (28) 

LF,  GCN  writer,  looking  for  QUIET  one 
bdrm  apt:  Somerville/Camb/JP.  Could 
move  any  time.  Any  leads,  please  call 
Nancy  Wechsler  623-6210.  Thank  you. 

GM  25  has  home  &  relationship  for 
youth  needing  same.  Will  assist  you  in 
your  move  to  New  Orleans,  &  if  you’re 
not  happy,  will  return  you  home.  Photo 
please.  GCN  Box  487. _ (28) 

It  you  wish"  to  respond  to  a  box  humBefl 
in  any  of  our  ads,  send  to  GCN  Classi¬ 
fieds,  Box  .  22  Bromfield  St., 

Boston,  MA  02108. 

ROOMMATES 

ROOMMATE  WANTED 
Prof  GM  sks  same  to  share  bright  ele¬ 
gant  Dorchester  apt.  $175,  ht  included. 
Call  pm  825-8593,  John, _ (27) 

LF  24  and  pooch  sk  roommate  for  W 
Somerville  duplex  apt.  Darkroom,  yard, 
quiet,  safe  area.  $147.50  pis  utils. 
623-5436.  Keep  trying. _ (27) 

Female  wanted  to  share  large  sunny 
modern  apt  in  Boston.  266-1646  eves. 

(27) 


Cambridge  coop  of  5  sks  veggie 
housemate.  354-7885.  (commitment  to 
social  change  &  community  living  pre- 
ferred.) _ (27) 

LF  sks  same  to  share  sunny  totally  ren¬ 
ovated  2  br  apt  in  JP.  Beautiful  apt  near 
T,  safe  neighborhood,  cat  OK.  $200  pis 
util.  522-0244,  keep  trying. _ (28) 

LF  sks  indep  resp  F  for  5  rm  JP  house, 
garden.  Nr  T,  gas  htd,  150  pis  util.  Avail 
2/1  Holly  524-4050.  Keep  trying.  Wknds, 
aft  7  wkdys. _ (28) 

Mellville  Park  12  rm  hse  to  share  in 
Dorchester  on  Red  Line,  grad  student  or 
prof  person  $200  pis  sec.  Paul,  bfr  9am, 
aftr  5:30  pm,  436-1 538. _ (28) 

2  GMs.  each  Ikng  for  place  in  group 
household,  have  joined  forces.  Do  you 
know  of  a  house  or  apt  for  rent  in  or 
near  Camb?  Or  perhaps  an  opening  in 
an  already  existing  hsehld?  Or  are  you 
int.  in  joining  forces  w/us?  We  are  one 
GCN  writer  &  1  music  student  Ikng  for  a 
non-sexist,  supportive,  semi-coop  hse- 

hold.  Larry  at  GCN  426-4469. _ (c) 

2  GF  sk  2  GF/M  to  share  9  rm  home  (4 
dogs,  2  pigs)  in  rural  wooded  Plymouth 
neighborhood.  Hse  fully  applianced  nr 
Boston/Hyannis  bus.  Own  rm(s)  &  priv 
bath  $150  htd  (coal)  share  phone,  elec. 
888-5086. _ (27) 

2  LF  &  1  F  sk  LF  share  townhouse  in 
Chelsea  130  pis.  Woodstove,  solar  pan 
yrd  semi-veg.  Non  smkr.  Avail  Jan  15 
near  bus.  783-9067  ask  for  Judith  227- 
2927. _  (26) 

WONDERFUL  HOUSE  —  JP 
4  LF  sk  5th  for  supportive  &  friendly 
home  nr  Pond,  Arbo  &  T.  Yard,  porches, 
garden.  Good  veg  food  (flex).  No  more 
pets.  151  pis  gas  &  util.  (617) 

522-9760.  (27) 


NORTH  SHORE  OCEAN  VIEW 
LF  sks  same  to  share  2  bdrm  apt  on  N 
Shore  167.50  inc  ht  &  ocean  view. 
281-1543  keep  trying;  I'm  hard  to  reach. 
10  am-12  noon,  10  pm-midnite  best.  No 
tobacco  please.  Avail  now. _ (27) 

3  M,  1  F,  mixed  gay/str  grp  sks  1  other  F 
to  complete  our  home.  Feminist, 
mainly  vegetarian,  supportive  indepen¬ 
dent  hsehld  for  Feb  1.  Cam/Arlington 
line.  648-3434.S125 _ (C) 


GM  prof,  mature,  sks  similar  to  share  6 
rm  house  on  Hyde  Park/Milton  line,  on  T 
bus  line,  nr  rte  128,  quiet  nbhd,  Ige  yd, 
fireplace,  porch.  $185/mo  inc  ht  &  util. 
Bill  361-6571,  eves,  wknds. _ (25) 

JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 

CARPENTER'S  HELPER,  ETC. 
Paper  hanger  asst  etc.  Must  have  MA 
license.  Full  time.  Please  call  267-0587. 
_ (27) 

APARTMENTS _ 

DORCHESTER-EDW  EVERETT  SQ 
Responsbile,  clean  tenant  sought  for  1 
bdrm  apt  in  triple  decker.  No  pets.  Avail 
Feb,  $250  pis  utils.  Sec  dep  rqd. 
536-7775. _ (28) 

TOP  OF  MISSION  HILL 
Completing  renov  on  deluxe  1000  sf  2 
br  w/beautiful  hardwood  flrs/trim,  solar 
hotwtr,  free  laundry,  modern  eat-in 
kitchen  w/pantry,  d&d,  formal  dr,  new 
tiled  bath,  eff  gas  furnce,  sunroom,  Ir, 
owner-occ  2  family  perfect  for  stable, 
reliable  tenants.  $450  pis  utl/sec. 
277-4340,  6-9  p  or  S/S. 


FOR  SALE _ 

Free  Catalog!  Z  Budapest's  Holy  Book 
of  Women's  Mysteries,  candles,  oils,  In¬ 
cense,  ritual  supplies.  SASE  The  Laugh¬ 
ing  Goddess  Grotto,  P.O.  Box  5844, 
Berkeley,  CA  94705. _ (31) 

MOVERS _ 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect. 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialist. 

Any  time  of  day  —  any  day  of  year. 
No  overtime  charges  354-2184 
_ MDPU  Number  23733 _ 

RESORTS 


Fort  Lauderdale:  Guest  quarters  in  spa¬ 
cious  home.  40’  pool,  private  sun  deck. 
$18  up.  (305)764-5654.  Mark  Arthur,  745 
NE  18th  Ave,  FL,  FL  33304. _ (31) 

SKI  VERMONT 

Two  comfortable  bdrms  in  our  charm¬ 
ing  1820s  village  cape  near  Mt  Snow, 
Stratton  for  gay  men  or  Women. 
$40/dble/night  incl  bkfst.  Wknds  only, 
max  4  persons.  Dave  &  Mike  (802) 
348-7840. _ (25) 

NEWPORT,  Rl  CITY-BY-THE-SEA 
New  apt  for  rent,  panoramic  waterview, 
downtown  near  bars.  $25  MTWT,  $45 
FSS.  Call  (401)  847-9698  anytime.  (28) 

A  " 

Buccaneer  —  3  mi  N  Ogunquit  $15 
couple  quiet  indoor  heated  pool  private 
bath  TV  Rt  1,  Wells.  (207)  646-2140.  (25) 

SERVICES _ 

THERAPIST  GAY-AWARE 
Individual/couple/group  counseling 
support  w/issues  by  experienced  thera¬ 
pist.  Lou  La  Bella,  MA  (617)  536-4352. 
Boston  &  Merimac  Valley. _ (27) 

Want  a  clean  house  made  easy?  Of 
course  you  do,  so  let  me  do  it  for  you.  A. 
neat  home  for  sure!  Professional  clean¬ 
ing  at  a  reasonable  rate.  731-0537  late 
p  m  . 

(£) 


THERAPY  GROUP 
FOR  GAY  MEN 

Meets  Mondays 
12:30  -  2:00  pm 
Call  Now  For  Free 
Initial  Interview 

BELLVILLE  ASSOCIATES 
739-7803 


OZONE  HOUSECLEANING 
Cheerfully  and  professionally  done. 
Call  628-4272. _ (27) 


EXCITING  GROWTH 
POTENTIAL 

Therapy  Group  for  Gay  Men 
Now  Forming— Days 
(Also  1  opening  for  eve  group) 
To  Work  on  Various 

Life  Issues 

MASS  BAY  COUNSELING 

Associates  965-1311 
Dennis  ladarola,  MA 
Don  McGaw,  MA 


THERAPEUTIC  MASSAGE 

Blending  of  Swedish,  Esalen, 
Shiatsu  (Acupressure) 
and  Reflexology  Techniques. 
Gift  Certificates  Available 
Tues-Sat:  12-7 
Joe  262-1000  ext  298 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
ALCOHOL  COUNSELING 
HYPNOTHERAPHY 
SEX  THERAPY 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)  965-1311  for  appt. 

Carpentry  all  kinds  of  work  done  at 
reasonable  rates.  Call  before  9  am.  Jim 
522-5317, _ (26) 


LAVENDER  PROCESS 
Custom  black  and  white  film 
work.  Processing.  Printing. 
Consultation.  Additional 

darkroom  services  available. 
Evenings  (617)  782-9732. 

Women  owned  and  operated.^ 

GAY  MEN'S  THERAPY  GROUP 
A  general  issues  group  for  gay  men 
focusing  on  communication,  intimacy 
and  personal  issues.  Call  Francis  Giam- 
brone  451-1398, 661-4070.  .  (16) 


BACK  BAY 

PSYCHOTHERAPY  ASSOCIATES 

Serving  The  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Community 

Individual  .  Group  .  Couples 
Therapy 

Early  Evening  and  Saturday  Hours 
(617)  424-1381  (617)  646-4317 


MARRIED  MEN  GAY/BI  GROUP  ' 
You  are  not  alone!  Therapy  group  for 
Gay/Bi  married  men  forming  to  focus 
on  related  issues.  Call  Francis 
Giambrone,  MA  661-4070  or  451-1398. 

(28) 


GENDER  IDENTITY  SUPPORT 
Support  and  therapy  services  for 
persons  planning-involved  in  gender 
change.  Lie  Psychologist,  insurance 
accepted.  Ariel  Counseling  739-6381. 

(28) 

ARADIA  COUNSELING 

FOR  WOMEN 

Individual,  Lesbian  Couple 

And  Group  Counseling 
Alcohol  Counseling 

Health  Ins.  Accepted 
Located  in  Kenmore  Square 
247-4861  x58 

ARIEL  COUNSELING 
Psychologoical  services  and  individual 
therapy.  Lesbian  feminist  orientation. 
Insurance  reimbursement.  Licensed 
psychologist.  739-6381.  (26) 

ASSERTIVENESS 
TRAINING  COURSE 

For  Gay  Men 

HELPS 

Build  Confidence 

Improve  Self  Image 

MEETS 

Monday  Evenings 

Starting  Feb  8 

Cost:  $75 

For  Six  Sessions 

Call:  BELLVILLE 
ASSOCIATES 

739-7803 

\ 

complete  printing  service 
serving  the  gay  &  lesbian 
community 

Copy  Cellar 

Copy  Cellar 
Copy  Cellar 
Copy  Cellar 

No  job  too  big  or  small 

orders  by  phone  li  mall 
accepted  locally  & 
nationally 

(617)542-8280, 

(617)825-6700 

55  Broad  St.,  Boston  MA  02109 
v  J 

BELLVILLE  ASSOCIATES 
COPLEY  SQUARE 

Individual,  Group  and 

Couples  Counseling 

Alcohol  Counseling 

Career  Assessment 
Assertiveness  Training 

Call  (617)739-7803 

For  Initial  Appt. 
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Classifieds 

GCN  SPECIALS 

MICROFILM  READER  WANTED 
The  GCN  staff  would  love  to  be  able  to 
read  its  back  issues  on  microfilm,  but 
cannot  afford  to  buy  a  film  reader.  If 
anyone  has  access  to  a  used  one  or 
would  like  to  donate  one  to  the  office, 
please  call  Mike  at  426-4469. 

BACK  ISSUES 

If  anyone  out  there  has  extra  copies  of 
Volume  8,  #1  (Judy  Chicago)  or  #6  (Pink- 
Pentagon),  please  send  them  to  us.  We 
have  almost  none,  and  we  need  them 
for  numerous  wonderful  purposes.  We 
would  really  appreciate  it  if  you  could 
send  them  to  us,  honest.  Send  them  to 
Mike  at  GCN.  Thanks. 

GIVE  US  THE  CHAIR 
We  would  love  it  if  someone  could 
provide  us  with  an  executive  chair  (with 
wheels  and  arms,  nothing  fancy).  Our 
furniture  is  sparse  and  such  an  item 
would  be  much  appreciated.  Please  call 
Mike  or  Amy  at  426-4469.  Thank  you. 

GCN  NEEDS  INDEXERS! 

GCN  has  an  index  system  which  Is  fal¬ 
ling  behind  and  thus  a  valuable  tool  is 
not  fulfilling  its  function. 

Indexing  requires  a  willingness  to 
follow  the  existing  framework  which 
was  established  some  years  ago;  it's 
too  late  to  start  all  over.  Indexing  isn’t 
particularly  creative  work;  in  fact,  some 
people  might  call  it  drudgery.  However, 
if  you’d  like  to  make  a  modest  contribu¬ 
tion  to  the  cause  of  Lesbian/Gay  schol¬ 
arship  and  if  you  have  some  time  (VERY 
flexible  hours)  we’d  be  more  than  happy 
to  show  you  what  needs  to  be  done. 
Call  Mike  at  GCN  426-4469. 


THURSDAY 

GCN  proofreading  and  layout  (basically 
cutting  and  pasting).  No  experience 
necessary.  We'll  teach  you  all  you  need 
to  know!  Proofreading  begins  5-ish  and 
layout  6-ish.  22  Bromfield  St.(near  Park 
St.  and  Washington  St.  subway  stops), 
2nd  floor.  426-4469.  


Volunteer  typists  needed.  Set  your  own 
hours.  Call  Amy  or  Mike  at  426-4469  and 
they’ll  tell  you  what  is  needed  at  the 
time.  Thank  you. 

GIVE  GCN  A  WEIGHTY  GIFT 
If  anyone  out  there  has  an  accurate, 
functional  postal  scale,  we  would 
greatly  appreciate  it.  Ours  has  seen 
better  days,  and  for  legal  reasons,  we 
must  have  a  good  postal  scale.  Call 
Mike  or  Amy  at  426-4469  if  you  can  help 
us  out.Thank  you. 


INTO  BONDADGE??? 

GCN  needs  someone  who  can  help  us 
get  each  of  our  8  volumes  (50  issues 
each)  bound.  Please  call  Mike  or  Amy  at 
426-4469. 

DEAR  ADVERTISER 
If  race  la  not  a  crucial  Issue  for  you, 
why  put  It  In  your  ad?  It  la  not  a  required 
formula:  QWM,  QWF  are  not  nacaaaary; 
OM,  OF  would  do  aa  wall,  unless  you 
really  want  It  otherwise. 

WE  LIKE  TO  DRIP 

Our  coffee  through  a  Melitta  filter.  Is 
there  anyone  out  there  who  prefers 
perking  and  would  therefore  like  to  give 
us  his/her  Melitta  pyrex  coffee  pot???? 
Please  call  Mike  or  Amy  at  426-4469  if 
you  feel  inclined  to  encourage  our  caf¬ 
feine  consumption.  Thank  you. 


FRIDAY 

Come  to  GCN  office,  22  Bromfield  St. 
(near  Park  St.  subway  stop),  2nd  floor, 
anytime  after  5  for  as  long  or  as  short  as 
you  like  (until  about  11pm)  to  help  send 
the  paper  out  to  subscribers.  (There  are 
LOTS  of  them  and  we  do  need  help!)  Re¬ 
freshments  and  good  times.  Men  and 
women  welcome.  426-4469. 


ORGANIZATIONS 

GAY  SOCIAL  CLUB 
In  Leominster  meeting  every  2nd  &  4th 
Fri  nites  at  8pm.  Meet  new  people,  rap 
groups,  pot  luck  suppers,  games, 
music.  For  more  info  call  Pat  or  Ian 
(617)  537-7005  or  534-9881.  Everyone 
welcome.  Pot  luck  supper  Jan  22,  8pm, 

$1  donation.  _ (27) 

GAY  SWITCHBOARD  OF  NYC 
When  you’re  in  New  York,  give  us  a  call 
for  the  latest  information  in  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  events,  which  bars  to  go  to,  where 
to  stay,  what  group  to  contact,  and 
which  businesses  to  patronize.  Call  us 
to  rap  or  just  to  say  hello.  (212)  777-1800 
from  noon  till  midnight. 

BOSTON  LeSBIAN/GAY  CATHOLICS 
Dignity/Boston  sponsors  a  liturgy  for 
Lesbian/Gay  and  concerned  Catholics 
every  Sunday  at  Arlington  Street 
Church  (Boston),  right  side  entrance  on 
Arlington  St.,  at  5:30  pm.  For  info  call 
Dignity/Boston  M-F  7-10  pm,  Sun  2-5 
pm,  536-6518.  DIGNITY/BOSTON  355 
Boylston  St,  Boston,  M A  021 1 4, _ (c) 

IDENTITY  HOUSE 

Lesbian,  gay,  bi,  peer  counseling  and 
groups.  Rap  groups:  2:30-5  pm  Sat.  for 
women,  and  Sun.  for  men.  Free  walk-in 
counseling.  Sun.-Tues.  6-10pm.  Dona¬ 
tions  accepted.  544  Ave.  of  Americas, 
NYC.  (212)243-8181. 


NGTF  NEEDS  YOU 

Join  with  the  largest,  fastest  growing 
gay  civil  rights  group  in  the  country! 
The  National  Gay  Task  Force  works 
with  a  professional  staff  on  media  rep¬ 
resentation,  national  legislation,  infor¬ 
mation  clearinghouse,  religious  re¬ 
forms,  corporate  non-discrimination 
statements,  more!  Help  support  our 
work  —  join  now.  $20  membership  ($5 
limited  income)  includes  Newsletter. 
NGTF,  80  Fifth  Ave.  Rm.  1601,  New 
York,  N  Y  10011. _ 

Socialist-Feminism  Discussion  Bulle¬ 
tin;  articles  on:  Trends  in  the  women’s 
mvt,  reproductive  rhts,  lesbian/gay 
liberation,  community  org,  wking 
women,  soc-fem  theory.  Available  from: 
Solidarity,  a  Socialist-Feminist 
Network,  4360  23rd  St,  SF,  CA  94114. 
$3.95  (inc.  postage). _ (c) 

WOMEN  PRINTERS 
Typesetters,  press  operators,  strippers, 
bindery-workers,  are  invited  to  join  us  in 
regular  pot-luck  meetings.  Compare 
notes  about  your  job  —  hear  informal 
talks  on  occupational  safety,  union 
organizing,  etc.  —  help  work  on  a  news¬ 
letter  and  other  projects.  For  meeting 
times  and  locations  call  266-6644 
DO  YOU  SECRETLY'  LUST 
After  wimmin  in  black  habits?  Do  you 
picture  your  soul  liberally  sprinkled 
with  black  specks  reminding  you  of 
your  venial  sins?  Do  you  feel  guilty 
whenever  you're  enjoying  yrsf?  Con¬ 
fess!  Join  ex-Catholic  dykes  group.  Call 
Jil  426-4469. 

D.O.B. 

Support  organization  for  lesbians,  1151 
Mass  Ave,  Camb.  Old  Camb  Bap.  Raps 
every  Tues&Thurs,  8  pm.  35+  raps  2nd 
Weds  &  last  Fri,  8  pm.  Softball  all 
Sundays,  3  pm,  thru  Oct,  Magazine 
Field.  Bi-monthly  magazine  FOCUS 
$8.00.  Monthly  social  &  fund-raising 
event.  Info  &  office  hrs  661-3633.  All 
women  invited  to  participate. _ (c) 

NH  LAMBDA 

Box  1043,  Concord,  NH  03301.  Concord: 
224-3875,  746-3339;  Dover/Portsmouth: 
431-1541.  CRISIS  LINE:  483-2592,  Sun, 
Mon,  Wed  6-9  pm.  A  statewide  organi¬ 
zation,  meeting  the  third  Saturday  of 
every  month.  Support,  education,  and 
political  action,  since  1976. _ (45) 

GAY/LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities 
include  religious  observances, 
discussions,  potluck  dinners,  folk 
dancing,  etc.  For  events,  check  GCN 
calendar,  call  628-3986  or  524-1617  or 
write  PO  Box  11,  Camb  M A  02138.  (36) 


SUPPORT  LESBIAN  MOTHERS 
Lesbian  Mothers  National  Defense 
Fund,  2446  Lorentz  PI.,  W.  Seattle,  WA 
98109.  (206)  282-5798.  Membership  $5. 

Metropolitan  Community  Church  of 
Boston,  services  each  Sunday  at  7:00 
p.m.,  131  Cambridge  St.,  Boston  (Old 
West  Church).  Office  523-7664.  All  per- 
sons  are  welcome. _ 

New  women’s  media  gp  committed  to 
lesb.  educational  outreach  thru  media 
sks  mems.  Need  assistance 
w/marketing,  graphic  design, 
fundraising,  media  work.  Letter  of 
interest  &/or  resume  to  Women's 
Educational  Media,  Inc,  36  Colwell  Ave, 
Brighton,  MA  02135. 367-2086 _ (8) 

Are  you  interested  in  forming  a  Gay 
Communal  Retirement  Center?  Join 
others  in  the  Ganymeade  Society  who 
are  forming  now  Write:  Ganymeade 
Society,  C/O  Karl  Volk,  43  Whittier  Blvd, 
Poughkeepsie,  NY  12603. 

MEN  IN  LOVE  WITH  BOYS 

BOYS  IN  LOVE  WITH  MEN 
You  are  not  alone.  Join  us.  For  more 
information  write:  NAMBLA,  PO  Box 
174-S,  NY,  NY  10018  or  phone  (212) 
475-0987, _ (38) 

PUBLICATIONS 

SPECIAL  ISSUE  MAENAD! 
MAENAD,  a  women's  literary  journal,  is 
a  quarterly  feminist  magazine,  featuring 
prose,  visual  arts  &  some  poetry  of  a 
radical  feminsit  perspective.  THE 
LESBIAN/HETEROSEXUAL  SPLIT 
special  Issue  now  available.  Subs: 
$16/yr.  This  issue  $5.50.  All  other  single 
copies  $4.50.  MAENAD,  P.O.  Box  738, 
Gloucester,  MA  01930. _ [__) 

Monthly  calendar  of  women’s  events  in 
Maine,  New  Hampshire  and  Vermont. 
$1  for  sample  issue.  $7.50  per  year. 
Write:  Full  Circle,  P.O.  Box  235, 
Contook,  NH  03229.  (15) 

THE  BOSTON  GAY  REVIEW 
A  quarterly  of  criticism  devoted  to  the 
Arts  and  our  developing  lesbian  and 
gay  male  lifestyles  in  general,  with  a 
particular  interest  in  small  press 
publication,  welcomes  review  copies, 
authors'  queries,  and  subscriptions: 
$5.00  for  6  issues,  Box  277,  Astor 
Station,  Boston,  MA02123.  (c) 

PLEXUS 

San  Francisco  Bay  Area  Women’s 
Newspaper  since  1974  brings  you 
monthly  feminist  news,  reviews,  fea¬ 
tures,  community  forum,  calendar  & 
more.  Subs  are  just  $8/yn  sample  copy 
$1.  545  Athol  Ave,  Oakland,  CA  94606. 

(1/mo) 


GUARDIAN:  Independent  radical 

newsweekly.  Covers  Gay,  women  and 
minority  struggles,  and  international 
progressive  movements  Special  offer  4 
issues  FREE.  Write  Guardian  Dept 
GCN,  33  W  17th  St,  NY  NY  10011. _ (ex) 

GRAB  ITT 

Read  In  These  Times,  the  independent 
national  socialist  newspaper  Each 
week  brings  fresh  and  responsible 
socialist  analyses  of  critical  issues  & 
unique  features.  Congressperson  John 
Conyers  says  we  re  "invaluable  "  SF 
Supervisor  Harry  Britt  supports  us.  Why 
don’t  you  read  us?  6  mo  sub/10.95.  In 
These  Times,  1509  N.  Milwaukee,  Dept 
A,  Chicago,  IL 60622.  (29)  (30x) 

HOW  GAY  IS  YOUR  LIBRARY? 

Pamphlet  of  tips  for  non-librarians  on 
how  to  get  gay  materials  into  libraries, 
available  from  the  Gay  Task  Force  of 
the  American  Library  Association. 
"Censored,  Ignored,  Overlooked,  Too 
Expensive?  How  to  Get  Gay  Materials 
into  Libraries"  explains  library  selec¬ 
tion  policies  in  a  general  way,  and  tells 
how  you  can  get  a  library  to  buy  more 
gay  books  &  periodicals.  Also  tells  what 
to  do  if  library  refuses  your  request; 
why  gay  bks  are  sometimes  kept  where 
you  have  to  ask  for  them;  &  how  to  do¬ 
nate  materials  to  the  library.  $1  to  Bar¬ 
bara  Gittings  —  GTF,  P.O.  Box  2383, 
Phila.,  PA  19103.  Bkstore  &  bulk  order 
discount  available.  More  info:  Barbara 
Gittings  (215)382-3222. _  (c) 

FOCUS 

A  Journal  for  Lesbians.  America’s 
oldest  literary  mag  for  lesbians.  11  yrs 
continuous  publication.  Fiction,  poetry, 
reviews,  essays,  graphics.  Quality  our 
only  criterion.  Submissions  as  well  as 
subscriptions  always  welcome.  Or 
come  see  us,  first  Weds  of  the  mnth. 
7pm  at  OCBC,  1151  Mass.  Ave.,  Camb, 
MA  02138,  or  DOB  office.  $8/yr  for  6 
issues.  $1.35  + 40c  postage  for  sample 
copy.  $10/yr  for  libraries.  Plain  enve¬ 
lope.  For  further  info  (617)  259-0063. 


POLITICALLY  INCORRECT!! 

Get  your  copy  of  Focus's  "Polit¬ 
ically  Incorrect"  issue  available 
now  at  New  Words  and  Glad  Day  or 
directly  by  mailing  $1.35  plus  .25 
postage  to:  Focus,  OCBC,  1151 
Mass  Ave.,  Cambridge,  MA  02138. 
Hurry!  They  won’t  last. 


Free  lesbian  catalog  of  books,  send  two 
15c  stamps,  Womankind  Books,  Dept 
GCN,  1899  New  York  Ave.,  Huntington 
Station,  NY  11746,  (516)427-1289.  (12) 


imtiiiiiiiHiiiiniiiiiiiiimiimiifiiiiiiiiiiiiiuH 

TO  ALL  THOSE  WHO  IN  AND  OUT  O 
PRISON  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE 
(Alexander  Berkman,  Prison  Memoirs  of  an 
Anarchist). 


9? 


My  sign  is  Virgo  .  I  enjoy  dancing,  social 
drinking  (no  drugs).  I  would  like  to  write 
sophisticated  older  women  (26-45).  I’m  in 
the  Cal.  Institute  for  Women.  Roxanne 
MUNOZ.  W15623,  C.l.  W.  Frontera.  CA 
91720 


mniiiiHumimiimiiiimiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiHiiiiiii 


GCN  LESBIAN  AND  GAY  PRISONER 
PROJECT 

WE  SEND  FREE  SUBS,  BOOKS  (WHEN 
AVAILABLE)  AND  RUN  PENPAL  ADS 
(THERE’S  SOMETIMES  A  LONG  WAIT¬ 
ING  LIST  BECAUSE  SPACE  IS  LIMIT¬ 
ED!),  AND  LITTLE  BY  LITTLE  WE’LL  BE 
LOOKING  FOR  OTHER  WAYS  TO  SUP¬ 
PORT  LESBIANS  AND  GAY  MEN 
BEHIND  BARS  (WITH  LETTERS  OF 
PROTEST  FOR  MISTREATMENT  OR 
DENIAL  OF  RIGHT  TO  RECEIVE  GCN 
AND  WITH  ARTICLES  ON  THE  POLI¬ 
TICS  OF  “CRIME”  AND  PUNISHMENT). 
WE  REALLY  NEED  HELP  DOING 
THESE  THINGS.  IF  YOU  CAN  HELP 
WITH  YOUR  TIME  OR  A  CONTRIBU¬ 
TION,  SEND  TO  LESBIAN  AND  GAY 
PRISONER  PROJECT  OR  CALL  MIKE 
AT  GCN.  THANKS! 

imniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimuiiuuuiiiuiiiiiiiii 

I  have  been  openly  gay  since  the  age  of  1 5 
and  am  now  in  prison  at  23  for  having  sex 
with  a  consenting  16  year  old.  My  family 
disowned  me.  I  would  very  much  ap¬ 
preciate  it  if  I  could  share  my  thoughts  and 
feelings  with  some  gay  people  in  the  free 
world.  It  would  help  this  time  and  ugly 
experience  go  by  much  faster  and  make 
me  feel  more  a  part  of  the  real  world. 
Thank  you  for  your  help.  Ernest  C. 
NIEDERS.  Box  C-07549,  CTF-C,  X-133, 
Soledad,  CA  93960. 


Gay  activist  prisoner  doing  life  seeks  pen¬ 
pals  who  would  like  to  start  a  leftist  gay 
collective  in  memory  of  Harvey  Milk  and 
what  he  tried  to  do  before  being  murdered 
by  the  reactionary  right.  Name  of 
collective  would  be  called  Changes,  after 
the  song  by  David  Bowie.  Please  write 
Emmette  MITCHELL,  Folsom  State  Prison, 
Box  C-22649,  Represa,  CA  95671. 


Please  place  my  name  on  your  penpal 
colomn  and  mention  that  I'm  interest  in 
corresponding  with  a  transgender  person 
(or  transsexual  pre-op).  Thank  you  in 
advance  for  your  beautiful  help.  Miguel 
BIEGH,  Box  1 49-78A2283,  Attica,  NY 
14011. 


They  are  keeping  me  locked  down  here  in 
a  cell  by  myself  because  the  cells  in 
general  population  are  two  man  and  I'm 
gay  and  they’re  telling  me  no  one  wants  to 
room  with  a  gay,  and  you  and  I  are  both 
aware  that  as  long  as  there  are  prisoners 
somewhere  there  will  be  homosexuals  I 
sure  would  like  a  penpal  My  hobbies  are 
cooking.  traveling,  children  and 
swimming  I  am  starting  an  external 
degree  program  for  a  Bachelor's.  Thank 
you  Murvin  L.  JENNINGS,  1 3781 4.  777  W 
Riverside  Dr..  Ionia.  Ml  48846 


My  gay  name  is  Lynn  and  I  am  disabled 
but  only  to  a  certain  extent.  Any  and  all 
mail  will  be  answered  in  a  positive  manner 
and  with  appreciation.  Thanks.  Jack  B. 
MULLINS  Jr.,  293644,  Sol  #17,  Box  38, 
Huntsville,  TX  77340. 


Boy,  I  will  be  so  happy  when  I  get  out  of 
this  prison.  I  miss  having  fun  if  you  know 
what  I'm  saying  (boy  fun).  In  here  I  love  to 
read  and  write  and  bodybuild.  I'm  a  Leo, 
and  you  know  how  we  are!  Please  write. 
Charles  Edward  LAMB,  Box  607,  Carson 
City,  NV  89701 . _ I 


I  have  been  a  heterosexual  person  all  my 
life.  Maybe  that's  the  reason  I've  never 
been  happy.  I  feel  that  something  inside 
me  is  crying  to  come  out.  I  need  love  and 
understanding  and  a  lifetime  friendship. 
Someone  who  can  help  me  learn  to  be 
myself.  Please  wirte.  J.T.  SEAMAN,  31877 
Cell  3-12R-14,  Box  128,  Eddyville,  KY 
42038. 


I  am  a  homosexual,  very  feminine,  with 
long  black  hair.  I  will  be  getting  out  of 
prison  in  1983  and  plan  to  get  a  sex 
change  at  that  time.  I  particularly  like 
weight-lifters.  I'd  like  a  long  friendship 
or  a  lover.  D.  Misty  Woods  #93016, 
Camp  J  Gar  2R10,  Angola,  LA  70712. 


I  have  been  moved  to  another  institution 
and  they  won't  forward  my  mail  so  if  you 
wrote  me  from  my  penpal  ad  a  few  weeks 
ago  and  didn't  get  any  response,  here's 
my  new  address.  Cleve  DAVIS.  A064940. 
Box  1 100.  Avon  Park,  FL  33825 _ 

Promise  entertaining  hours.  Luv  classical 
mus,  reading,  writing,  people!  I  for  one  am 
turned  off  by  ads  that  specify  youth  an 
insist  on  beauty  I  assume  the  writer  is 
shallow.  People  over  30  are  just  as 
interesting  as  sexy  teenagers-probably 
more  so!  Please  write!  (Flood  the  prison 
mail  room!)  Robert  BOYD,  Box  607, 
Carson  City,  NV  89701 . 


Prisoners 

Seeking 

Friends 


iiimiiimiiifiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimiimiimiiiiiiiiiiiii 

Into  leather,  levis,  motorcycles  and  camp¬ 
ing  (in  the  woods  especially!)  and  anything 
that  spells  pleasure.  I'm  very  big  on  lust 
and  passion.  Would  like  to  get  your  paper 
and  some  letters  to  keep  up  with  what's 
happening  in  the  real  world.  Jerry  KELLY, 
Box  C-8148,  Represa,  CA  95671. _ 

I  would  like  to  write  young  boys  and  older 
men  too  so  I  may  receive  letters  (and 
answer  them!)  and  please  send  me  your 
newspaper  if  you  can  Gerald  HENRY,  Box 
6814,  2555,  Mendocino  Ave.,  Santa  Rosa. 
CA  95406. 

I’m  in  prison  and  would  like  to  find 
some  pen  pals.  I’m  young  and  would 
like  to  hear  from  my  peers.  I  like  to  be 
called  K.C.  Luther  James  Rackley,  P.O. 
Box  B-43189,  Florence,  AZ  85232. _ 

I  am  hoping  to  find  gay  friends  out  there 
to  correspond  with.  I  would  especially 
like  to  correspond  with  people  in 
Florida  and  out  in  California.  I  have 
tatoos  on  my  arm,  but  hope  to  get  them 
removed  when  I  get  out  in  about  three 
years.  I  enjoy  swimming,  roller  skating, 
camping,  dancing,  and  singing  "People 
tell  me  I  have  a  very  nice  voice." 
William  "Kalenena”  Barker,  069739, 
Zephyrhills  C.l.  Mail  #072,  P.O.  Box  518, 
Zephyrhills,  FL  33599. 


Looking  tor  someone  to  write  for  friend¬ 
ship  or  a  close  relationship,  a  passionate 
gay  man  would  be  best!  Power  to  the 
Gays  and  power  to  your  paper  for  bringing 
us  closer  together!  Antonio  V.C.  Vaughn, 
A1 45696,  777  W,  Riverside  Dr.,  Ionia,  Ml 
48846 


'I’m  imprisoned  and  would  like  to  write! 
to  others.  I  am  interested  in  forming! 
friendships  and  there  is  always  the  pos-| 
sibility  of  forming  a  permanent  relation-1 
ship  of  some  kind.  Very  lonely.  William! 
Manuel  Souza,  C-15595  D.V.I.,  Tracy,  Ca| 
95376. _ 

I’m  looking  for  someone  to  write  to.  I’m 
6  ’1",  weigh  210. 1  work  out  a  lot  and  like 
to  have  fun  in  a  lot  of  ways.  I  hope 
someone  will  take  time  to  write  to  me,  it 
sure  is  lonely.  I’ll  be  waiting  for  letters 
and  will  answer  all  that  I  get.  Donald 
Lee  Lewis,  163-502,  P.O.  Box  69, 
London,  OH  43140-0069. _ 

I  am  a  prisoner  in  Ohio  with  six  months 
left  to  serve.  I  am  very  lonely  here.  I  was 
born  in  California,  my  birthday  is  in 
May,  I  weigh  130  lbs.,  and  I’m  5’9"  .  I 
could  use  a  relationship.  I  love  sex  any 
number  of  ways  and  I  play  for  keeps.  I 
like  the  outdoors,  fishing  and  horse¬ 
back  riding.  My  parents  and  two 
brothers  don’t  write,  they've  given  up 
on  me.  One  of  my  brothers  is  also  gay. 
See  what  you  can  do  for  me  ...  Mark 
Schaub  158-173,  P.O.  Box  511, 
Columbus,  OH  43216.  _ 

This  is  my  second  ad,  I  got  no  response 
to  the  first  one.  I  am  a  prisoner  in 
Mississippi  and  would  like  to  hear  from 
other  gay  people  in  the  world.  I’m  well 
built,  5 ’9’  and  weigh  165.  I’m  very 
lonely.  I  am  very  open  minded  and 
totally  honest  and  sincere  and  would 
like  to  hear  from  same.  Leon  Turner, 
46310,  Camp  7,  Parchman,  MS  38738. 

Hi, ,1  am  a  gay  male  and  need  a  true  and 
helpful  male  friend  to  write  to  me  and  to 
help  in  any  other  way  he  can.  I  don’t 
have  any  people  on  the  streets  who 
care  about  me.  I  hope  you  can  be  him. 
I’d  like  a  picture  of  anyone  who  writes.  I 
will  answer  any  and  all  mail  I  receive. 
Walter  M.  Sharrltt,  Jr.,  049204,  P.O.  Box 
1100,  Avon  Park,  FL  33825-1635. 

Tall,  young,  blue-eyed  inmate  looking 
for  someone  to  live  with  and  share  his 
life  with.  I  need  help  in  getting  a  good 
lawyer  to  get  out.  If  you’re  sincere,  hear 
my  cry  out  for  freedom,  write,  J.D. 
Reed,  Box  45699,  152-241,  Lucasville, 
OH  45699. 


Ng 


Calendar 


Boston,  MA  —  Front  Runners  Boston,  gay  and 
lesbian  running  group.  Info:  825-0181. 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mt,  CLub.  Regularly 
scheduled  sports  events  and  general  info  #s 
for  outdoors  events:  general  #s:  John 
275-1336  and  864-0823;  volleyball  Dee 
266-2147;  swimming  227-5363;  basketball 
236-1914. 


weekly  events 
Sunday 

Boston,  MA  —  Oasis,  a  coffeehosue  with 
entertainment.  Open  hoot  on  first  Sun.  of  the 
month.  Bring  talents  and  instruments.  355 
Boylston  St.  (chapel  entrance).  Doors  open  at 
7:30pm  and  close  at  8pm.  $2. 

Boston, MA  —  Gay  and  Lesbian  Physicians  of 
New  England.  Second  Sundays.  2pm.  Info: 
(617)  482-6874  or  247-5485. 

Boston ,  MA  —  Musically  Speaking.  Women’s 
programming  music,  ideas  and  announce¬ 
ments.  Call  Melanie  at  494-8810  with  events 
and  comments.  (WMBR,  88.1  FM)  1-4pm. 
Boston,  MA  —  Boston’s  Other  Voice.  Weekly 
discussions  of  problems  facing  the  les- 
bian/gay  community.  News,  interviews,  calen¬ 
dar,  music.  10:30pm.  WROR,  98.5FM 

Orleans,  MA  —  Shoreline,  a  gay  social  group 
alternative  to  the  bars  on  Cape  Cod.  Second 
Sundays.  Info:  Box  1614,  Orleans,  MA  02653. 

Orono,  ME  —  Wilde-Stein  Club.  SocialVsup- 
port  group  for  lesbians  and  gay  men.  Informal, 
friendly  and  open  meetings.  Peabody  Lounge, 
3rd  fl,  Memorial  Union,  UMO.  7pm. 
Framingham/Milford/Franklin,  MA  —  Tri¬ 
county  Assoc.  Gay  social  club.  All  ages 
welcome.  Info:  528-6544. 


Acton,  MA  —  Central  Middlesex  Social  Club 
meets  at  7:30pm.  Info:  Call  Joe  at  263-9607.  All 
are  invited. 

Concord,  NH  —  NH  Coalition  of  Lesbians  and 
Gay  Men.  First  Sunday  of  the  month.  1-5pm. 
Statewide  political  action  group.  Info:  (603) 
485-3144. 

Northern  VT/NH  —  League  of  Gays  (LOGS),  a 
gay  men's  support  group,  meets  on  the  first 
and  third  Sundays  for  business  meeting,  so¬ 
cializing  and  a  meal.  Info:  (802)633-4047  or 
626-3618,  or  write:  Box  703,  St.  Johnsbury,  VT 
05819. 

Concord,  NH  —  Concord  Men’s  Group. 
Newsletter  staff  and  Gay  Prisoner  Support 
Project.  Sunday  Brunch.  12:30-2:30.  67  Thorn¬ 
dike  St.  Info:  Joe  224-6931 


monaay 

Portsmouth,  NH  —  Seacoast  Gay  Men.  7pm. 
Info:  P.O.Box  1394,  Portsmouth  03801. 

Nashua,  NH  —  Meeting  of  Nashua  Area  Gays. 
8pm.  Info:  Paul  888-1305,  or  write:  Nashua 
Area  Gays,  P.O.  Box  3472,  Nashua  03061. 

Providence,  Rl  —  Lesbian/Gay  Raps  (MCC). 
5  Junction  St.  7:30pm.  Info:  272-9247  or 
751-3322. 

tuesday 

Boston,  MA  —  The  Cauldron  Experimental 
Theater  Collective  meets  every  other  Tuesday 
at  7:20  for  scheduling,  grant-writing  and 
support.  For  more  info  call  542-8575  (and 
leave  message  if  no  one  is  there). 

Waltham,  MA  —  Parents  and  friends  of  Gays 
meet  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  the  month  at  the 
Admin.  Bldg.  Conf.  Room,  Fernald  State 
School,  200  Trapelo  Rd.  7:15pm.  Info:  846-7527 
or  write:  Boston  Parents  FLAG,  76  Brook  Hill 
Rd.,  Milton  02167. 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Tea  Party  2VS  meets  at 
Dignity,  355  Boylston  St.  7pm.  To  organize  the 
response  of  the  community  to  the  loss  of  our 
liaison  to  the  mayor’s  office.  All  interested 
oarties  welcome. 

Bridgewater,  MA  —  South  Shore  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Alliance  meets  every  Tuesday.  Info: 
583-8447. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  Dis¬ 
cussion  and  social  group.  Old  Cambridge 
Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  (Harv.  Sq.) 
8pm.  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays.  Info:  661-3633. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Friends  Meeting  at  Cam¬ 
bridge.  Draft  counseling.  Every  Tuesday  at 
3:30  and  7:30pm.  5  Longfellow  Park  (near  Har¬ 
vard  Sq.)  Info:  876-6883. 

Pitsfield,  MA  —  Berkshire  County  Gay 
Coalition  meets  2nd  and  4th  Tues.  Info:  (413) 
442-7772. 


Brattleboro,VT  —  Southern  Vermont  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Men’s  Coalition  meets  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  the  month  at  the  Common  Ground 
Restaurant,  25  Elliot  St.  7:30pm. 

Uxbridge,  MA  —  Support  and  Discussion 
Group  for  Lesbians.  Eves,  7:30pm.  Info: 
278-5475. 


Hartford,  CT  —  Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Task  Force  meets  at  Hill  Ctr.,  350  Farm- 
inqton  Ave.  7pm  (First  Tues.)  Info:  249-7691. 


wed 

Boston,  MA  —  Walk-in  VD  screening  and 
treatment  for  and  by  gay  men.  6:30-8pm.  Fen¬ 
way  Community  Health  Center,  16  Haviland 
St.  (near  Auditorium  stop).  267-7573. 

Hyannls,  MA  —  Lesbian  Support  Group  meets 
first  Wed  of  every  month.  7:30pm.  New 
members  welcome.  Orientation,  social 
meetings.  Warren  Women's  Center,  298  Main 
St.  Info:  771-6739. 


Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advo¬ 
cates  (LAGMA)  meeting.  7:30-9:30pm.  New 
members  welcome.  Help  make  the  media 
more  responsive  to  our  needs.  Info:  542-5679. 
Csmbridgs,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  35  + 
women's  discussion  and  social  group  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass  Ave 
8pm.  Second  Wed.  and  last  Fri.  of  each 
month. 


Lynn,  MA  —  North  Shore  Gay  AA  weekly 
meeting.  Lynn  Community  Health  Center,  86 
Lafayette  Park.  7pm.  Info:  599-5928. 
Providence,  Rl  —  Transvestite/transsexual 
meetings.  8pm.  Info:  272-9247 
Hampdsn  County, MA  —  Social/Support 
Group  for  Lesbians.  8pm.  lnfo:Debbie 
532-5878  or  Julie  532-4959. 


thursday 


(JHArSUS  FOLKS!).  COME  HELP  PROOF¬ 
READ-  BEGINS  6-ISH.  REFRESHMENTS  AND 
GOO,0  TIMES.  22  BROMFIELD  ST.  (NEAR 
PARK  ST.  T)  INFO:  426-4469.  ' 


Boston,  MA  —  The  Lesbian  and  Gay  Focus  of 
PAM  (People's  Antiwar  Mobilization)  meets 
every  Thurday  from  7-9pm  at  the  PAM  office  in 
,the  Freedom  Center,  355  Boylston  St. 

Boston,  MA  —  The  Mass.  Gay  Political 
Caucus  meets  on  the  first  and  third  Thursdays 
at  7:30pm.  755  Boylston  St.  Rm.  215.  New 
members  welcome.  Info:  471-8404. 

Northampton,  MA  —  Pioneer  Valley  Gay 
People's  Alliance  Is  now  forming.  Meetings 
on  first  and  third  Thursdays  at  the  Unitarian 
Society,  220  Main  St.  7:30pm.  Info:  (413) 
586-5979. 


Worcester,  MA  —  "Straight  Talk  About  Gays  ", 
a  free  form  radio  show  with  news,  announce¬ 
ments,  music,  poetry,  in-depth  interviews  and 
raps.  8:15pm.  WCUW.  91.3FM. 

Boston,  M.»  —  Boston  Area  Lesbian  and  Gay 
History  Project.  7:30pm.  Info:  426-7351 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbians  with  children. 
Support  group.  8-10pm.  Cambridge  Women's 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St  354-8807. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  Liberation.  A 
leaderless  support  group  meeting  every 
Thursday  from  8-10pm.  Newcomers  welcome. 
Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807. 

Boston,  MA  —  NU  Lambda,  Northeastern's 
soclal/support  group  tor  lesbians  and  gay 
men  and  their  friends,  meets  every  Thursday 
at  266  Ell  Center.  7m. 


New  London,  CT  —  Lesbian  and  Gay 
community  at  Connecticut  College  weekly 
meeting.  Discussion,  planning  and  outreach 
9pm.  Fanning  Hall  Rm  412.  INfo:  442-7458. 

friday 

Boston,  MA  —  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 
ALWAYS  NEEDS  HELP  SENDING  OUT  THE 
PAPER  ON  FRIDAY  EVENINGS.  COME  BY 
FOR  A  FEW  HOURS  ANY  TIME  AFTER  6  AND 
LEND  A  HAND.  REFRESHMENTS  AND  GOOD 
TIMES!  EVERY  BODY  WELL  COME!  22 
BROMFIELD  ST.  (NEAR  PARK  ST.  T  STOP). 
INFO:  426-4469.  THANKS! 

Hartford,  CT  —  Your  Turf,  a  weekly  drop-in 
center  for  lesbian  and  gay  teenagers.  7-9pm  at 
the  Hill  Center,  350  Farmington  Ave. 
(upstairs).  Sponsored  by  the  Coalition  of  Sex¬ 
ual  Minorities. 


Pittsfield,  MA  —  Weekly  meetings  of 
Lesbians  United.  Info:  Women's  Services  cen¬ 
ter,  499-2425 


Concord,  NH  —  Concord’s  Men's  Group 
meets  Fridays  at  7:30pm  for  coffee  and  dis- 
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coming  events 


Boston,  MA  —  The  Cauldron  Experimental 
Theater  is  looking  for  people  interested  in 
theater  and  arts  productions  on  all  levels.  The 
two  opening  winter  shows  have  room  for  per¬ 
sons  with  technical  abilities  expecially.  Info: 
542-8575. 

The  Grolier  Poetry  Prize  ($75)  is  now  accept¬ 
ing  submissions  for  unpublished  (in  book 
form)  manuscripts  of  8-10  poems.  Info:  Send 
SASE  to  Grolier  Book  Shop,  6  Plymton  St. 
Cambridge  02138 

Paintings  by  John  Tricomi  will  be  on  exhibit 
from  Jan.  23  to  Feb.  12  at  the  Bromfield  Gal¬ 
lery,  30  Bromfield  St.  (near  Park  St.  T  stop). 
Opening  Jan.  23,  7-9pm. 


jan  23  sat 

Brighton,  MA  —  South  Middlesex  N.O.W. 
invites  the  public  concerned  with  women's 
rights  to  attend  a  picket  in  front  of  Cardinal 
Medieros’  residence  (2121  Comm.  Ave.)  from 
1-2pm.  Info:  881-4304  or  872-6660. 


25 


mon 

Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  PRIDE  meet¬ 
ing.  ALL  ARE  WELCOME!  131  Clarendon  St. 
(3rd  floor),  South  End.  7pm.  Info.  262-4777  or 
731-6737. 

26  tues 

Boston,  MA  —  GCN  membership  meeting.  22 
Bromfield  St.  6:30  pm. 

Salem,  MA  —  “Gays  and  Lesbians  and  the 
Law,"  North  Shore  Lesbian  and  Gay  Alliance 
discussion  with  Cindy  Rizzo  and  David  Lund. 
7:30pm.  Grace  Episcopal  Church,  385  Essex  St. 


27  wed 


24  sun 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Merrymount  Music 
Society.  Monthly  concert-social  meetings  for 
performers  and  listeners.  Phillips  Brooks 
House,  Harvard  Yard.  3pm.  Info:  Rachel 
742-7997  or  Mark  236-4888. 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Divorcees  perform  OR  t'hllTQ 

"Bedtime  Stories,’’ an  original  play  tracing  the  LIIUI  O 

night  lives  of  two  women.  Also  Gal  Perry, 
spunk  rock  singer.  Somewhere,  295  Franklin. 

8pm.  *  — 


Boston,  MA  —  Oasis,  a  coffeehouse  with  en¬ 
tertainment.  Tonight:  Anne  Caputi,  music  for 
changing  our  lives.  355  Boylston  St.  Doors 
open  at  7:30pm  and  close  at  8.  $3.  Everybody 
welcome. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Poetry  reading  and  book¬ 
signing  party  to  celebrate  the  publication  of 
Jane  Barnes'  book  of  poems  Extremes.  Red- 
book  Store,  136  River  St.  (Central  Sq.).  7:30pm. 
Boston,  MA  —  Free  informational  meeting 
about  alcoholism  training  program,  a  nutri¬ 
tional  and  holistic  health  approach  to  coun¬ 
seling,  intervention  and  treatment.  3pm.  Info: 
720-0693. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  “Love,  like  and  lust,"  open 
discussion  at  the  Cambridge  Women’s  Cen¬ 
ter,  46  Pleasant  St.  8pm.  All  women  welcome. 
FREE! 

Boston,  MA  —  Oasis,  a  coffeehouse  with  en¬ 
tertainment.  Tonight:  women  from 

Persephone  Press  discuss  their  new  book 
We're  Nice  Jewish  Girls.  Wimmin  only.  $3.  355 
Boylston  St.  (at  Arlington).  Doors  open  at  7:30 
and  close  at  8. 

Keene,  NH  —  Lesbians,  do  you  want  to  get  to¬ 
gether  for  support  and  fun?  Come  to  our  first 
potluck.  Info  about  this  and  other  get-to¬ 
gethers:  Box  261,  Gilsum,  NH  03448. 

Boston,  MA  —  "Sexual  Preference  —  its  de¬ 
velopment  in  men  and  women,"  a  talk  by 
Martin  Weinberg.  8pm.  First  and  Second 
Church,  corner  Marlboro  and  Berkeley.  Tick¬ 
ets  in  advance  only,  $5.  Info:  266-0612. 


29  fri 


Boston,  MA  —  GCN  proofreading.  Details 
under  weekly  events  (thurs)  above.  Thanks! 


Boston,  MA  —  GCN  stuffing,  zipping  and 
sending  out  the  paper.  Come  by  for  an  hour  or 
two.  Good  times  and  refreshments!  See  Fri¬ 
days  above  for  details. 

Boston,  MA  —  “Revenge  of  the  Cat-Men," 
new  performance  pieces  on  gaymale  sexual¬ 
ity  by  Clover  Chanoo,  extended  from  “Re¬ 
member  De-cembrrr  At  the  Cauldron  Experi¬ 
mental  Theater,  22  Randolph  St.  (near  Dover  T 
stop,  off  Harrison).  8:30pm.  $3-4.  Info: 
542-8575. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  —  “Womens  Libera¬ 
tion/Women's  Survival,"  an  ad  hoc  coalition  of 
Boston  area  feminists  invites  you  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  a  dialogue  on  our  visions  of  liberation 
while  struggling  to  survive.  Speak  outs  by 
women  working  with  various  women's  organ¬ 
izations,  and  small  group  discussions.  Music 
by  Betsy  Rose.  Signed  for  the  hearing  im¬ 
paired.  Wheelchair  accessible.  Spanish  trans¬ 
lation.  Refreshments.  7:30-10pm.  Agassiz 
Community  School,  20  Child  St.  (on  the  Arbor¬ 
way  line).  $1  donation  suggested. 


tertainment.  Tonight:  Molly  Ruggies  tickles 
the  ivories.  355  Boylston  St.  Doors  open  at 
7:30pm  and  close  at  8.  $3.  All  are  welcome. 

30  sat 

Boston,  MA  —  "Revenge  of  the  cat  men."  See 
29  fri  above. 

Providence,  Rl  —  Rhode  Island  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Youth  meets  every  Sat.  from  1-5pm  for 
youth  14-21  years  of  age.  Info:  MCC  272-9247 
or  Gay  Help  Line  751-3322  (eves). 

Boston,  MA  —  Oasis,  a  coffeehouse  with  en¬ 
tertainment.  Tonight:  Katherine  Triantafillou. 
sensual  sounds,  original  music.  355  Boylston 
St.  Doors  open  at  7:30pm  and  close  at  8.  $3. 

31  sun 

Boston,  MA  —  Rock  Against  Sexism  an¬ 
nounces  n  tea  dance  at  the  1270.  5-9pm.  New 
wave  and  rock  music.  All  are  welcome.  Dona¬ 
tions  appreciated.  Info:  628*9386  or  542-9247. 
(Look  for  RAS  the  last  Sunday  of  each  month 
af  the  1270.) 

Boston,  MA  —  Fat  Lesbians:  a  self-help  work¬ 
shop  for  fat  women  who  want  to  celebrate 
their  bodies.  Childcare  provided.  ASL  inter¬ 
preter  available.  Info:  voice  522-9213;  TTY 
492-2936. 
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